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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
2002 YEAH IN REVIEW 
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NCAA l·AA National Champions 




( 12 - 3, 6 - 1 GFC) 
8/31 at Kansas State .... ... .. .. ................ L, 3-48 
9n Kentucky State ......................... W, 49-0 
9/14 Western Illinois* (GTV) ............ L, 0-14 
9/21 111 Youngstown State• .......... W, 13-7 
9/28 at #2 McNeese State .. .............. L, 13-38 
10/5 at #6 Northern Iowa' ........... .... W, 31-12 
10/12 Florida International ..•........... W, 56-7 
10/19 at SMS' .. ........... ...... ... ........... ..... W, 31 -7 
10/26 Indiana State• (He) .................. W, 24-7 
11/3 125 Illinois State• (GTV) ........... W, 9-0 
11 /16 at Southern Illinois' ................. W, 48-16 
11/30 123 Murray State (NCAA) ..... W, 59-20 
12/7 at #2 Western Ill. (NCAA) ....... W, 31-28 
12/14 at #3 Ga. Southern (NCAA) .... W, 31-28 
12/20 vs. #1 McNeese St. (NCAA) .. W, 34-14 
• Gateway Football Confer=e game 
(NCAA) NCAA I-AA playoff game 
(He) Homecoming I (GTV) Gateway TV game 
Home Games Boldface I All Times Central 
2002 Gateway Standings 
GFC Games 
W-L Pct. 
Western Illinois ... ...... ... 6-1 .857 
Western Kentucky .... 6-1 .857 
Youngstown State ....... 4-3 .571 
Illinois State .... ... ........ .. 4-3 .571 
Indiana State ....... ........ 3-4 .429 
Northern Iowa .... ... ... ... 2-5 .286 
Southern Illinois .. ...... ... 2-5 .286 
SMS ...................... .. .... 1-6 .143 
2002 Hilltopper Team Captains: 











{6-2, 225, Sr., OLB, Boynton Beach, Fla.); 
#19 - Peter Martinez 
{6-2, 180, Sr., PK, Nashville, Tenn .); 
#10- Jason Michael 
{5-10, 200, Sr., QB, Louisa, Ky.); and 
#62 - Chris Price 
{6-0, 290, Sr., OL, Indianapolis, Ind.) 
The Hilltoppers - Season In Review 
For the Western Kentucky University football team, the road to the national championship was as 
easy as one, two, three. 
Those are the seeds the Hilltoppers eliminated in the final three rounds of the postseason - all 
away from home - en route to the school's first NCAA Division I-AA title. WKU had its back to the 
wall when the Toppers carried a 2-3 record as September ended , but the squad rallied to collect 10 
consecutive victories (including six over ranked opponents) to earn both the national championship 
as well as a share of the Gateway Football Conference crown. 
Senior leadership was a key to Westem's success over the final three months of the season , as 
a group of 19 players in their final year played a major role in the team's success . 
Chris Price earned all-America and all-conference honors for the third straight season , leading an 
offensive line that helped extend the Hilltoppers' streak to 12 consecutive years ranking in the top 10 
in the nation in nushing. Sophomore Buster Ashley was selected second-team All-America and first-
team all-Gateway Conference, while junior Daniel Withrow earned second-team all-league acco-
lades . 
The line allowed QB Jason Michael and RB Jon Frazier to set or approach several school 
season records. Michael threw for 1,661 yards and nine touchdowns and rushed for 642 with a 
team-leading 14 scores, recording the second-best season performance with a 157.11 pass effi· 
ciency rating. Frazier's 1,537 yards nushing were the second-highest total in school history, as he 
finished the year averaging 5.1 yards per carry and with 12 touchdowns. 
Jeremi Johnson added 637 yards on the ground and 23 receptions for another 310 yards in his 
only year on the Hill, scoring four touchdowns and finishing second on the squad with 947 all-purpose 
yards. Sophomore Maurice Bradley ran for another 572 yards and nine scores , with junior Chris 
Miller adding 317 yards. 
WKU's receiving corps had its most productive season in years , led by Casey Rooney. The junior 
had a team-best 29 catches for 603 yards, with Shannon Hayes adding 20 receptions for 241 yards 
and Jerome Reaves collecting 14 for 310. The trio combined to reach the end zone seven times . 
For the second time in as many years since joining the league, the Hilltopper defense ranked 
among the best in the Gateway Conference. The unit became just the second team in 18 years to 
allow fewer than 1 O points per game in conference action, giving up 63 points in seven contests. 
Sherrod Coates recorded 31 tackles for loss and 13 sacks, both totals that led the league, and 
finished with a career-best 93 tackles to earn All-America honors. Sophomore Charles Thompson 
was the team's leading tackler with 159 stops , including 21 behind the line of scrimmage, while Jon 
Drummond (84 tackles, seven sacks), junior Erik Dandy {90 tackles , 13 for loss in seven games) 
and junior Karl Maslowski (95 tackles, five forced fumbles) rounded out one of the toughest linebacking 
units in the country. 
Juniors Jeremy Chandler and Antonio Veals formed half of the all-conference team in the 
secondary, with Chandler grabbing a team-high five interceptions and Veals finishing with 83 tackles 
and three interceptions despite missing three games. Brian Lowder had 96 total stops - which 
ranked second on the squad - and Carl Birts collected a career-best 54 tackles while breaking up 
six passes . 
Patrick Reynolds earned all-league honors for the second consecutive season after leading the 
team's defensive linemen with a career-high 71 tackles, 13 stops for loss and five sacks. Sopho-
more Kris Mau and junior Chad Kincaid also posted career-best tackles with 41 and 39, respec-
tively, and Arthur Wilson wrapped up his career with 26 stops and a blocked kick. 
Peter Martinez concluded his three-year career with school season records of 18 field goals and 
103 points in 2002, ranking nationally in the top 50 of both categories. Sophomore Brian Claybourn 
finished among the top 30 in the country for the second straight year with an average of 39.6 yards 
per punt. Frazier and Veals led the return units, with the former standing seventh in the nation in punt 
returns {14.7 ypr) and both players averaging better than 20 yards per kickoff nunback. 
Fifty years ago, the Hilltopper football team earned a win in their first postseason appearance, 34· 
19, over Arkansas State in the Refrigerator Bowl. Ten years ago, the program was on the ropes as 
the University debated a proposal to eliminate football on the Hill. Today, Western Kentucky Univer-
sity is the NCAA Division I-AA national champion. 
It's not a conventional path down the road of success, but then again, neither is a 2-3 start. 
Instead, the Hilltoppers rebounded and made it look as easy as elementary education . 
One. Two. Three. 
Office of Sports Information / Room 152 / E.A. Diddle Arena 
Western Kentucky University/ 1 Big Red Way/ Bowling Green, Ky. 42101 
Telephone-(270) 745-4298 / FAX-(270) 745-3444 / e-mail - sports.information@wku.edu 
Hilltopper Athletics on the World Wide Web-www.wkusports.com 
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INDMDUAL 
Total Offense Yards - Season 
I . 2,542 - J eff Cesarone, 1985 (489 atts) 
2. 2,403 - Will ie T aggart , 1997 (320 plays) 
3. 2,303 - Jason Michael, 2002 (335 plays) 
Rushing Attempts - Season 
I. 303-JonFrazier, 2002 (1,537yds) 
2. 293 - Lawrence J efferson, I 97 5 (880 yds) 
3. 278 - J oe Arnold , I 988 (1,668 yds) 
Rushing Yards - Season 
I . 1,668 - J oe Arnold , 1988 (278 atts) 
2. 1,537 - Jon Frazier, 2002 (303 atts) 
3. 1,444 - Dickie Moore, 1967 (208 atts) 
Rushing Yards By Two Players - Season 
I . 2,258 - J oe Arnold (l ,668)and Pedro Bacon (590), 1988 
2. 2,179-J.Frazier(l,537)andJ.Michael(6f2),2002 
3. 2,038 - A. Floyd (1,041 ) and W. T aggart (997), 1996 
Most JOO-Yard Games - Season 
I. 9-Jon Frazier, 2002 
9 - Antwan Floyd , 1994 
3. 8 - J oe Arnold , 1988; Dickie Moo re, 1967 
Net Yards Rushing By A QB - Career 
I . 3,997 - Willie Taggart , 1995•98 (72 1 atts) 
2. 2,349 - Eddie T hompson, 199 1.93 (387 a lls) 
3. 1,35 1 - Donte Pimpleton, 1998·0 I (242 a lls) 
4. 1,164 - J ason J ohnson , 2000.0 l (263 a lls) 
5. 1,038-Jason Michael, 1999- (318 atts) 
Yards Per Play Rushing - Game (min. # atts) 
I . 3 1 .50 - Dickie Moore al Austin Peay (9/23/67) 
2. 28. 75 - Ike Brown , ·s. Butler (9/ 21 /68) 
3. 27.22 - Donte Pimpleton at Illinois Stale (11 /3/0 I) 
4. 22.00 - Sharon Miller vs. EvanS\·ille (10/26/63) 
5. 21.50 - JeremiJohnson at SIU (11/16/02) 
Yards Per Play Rushing - Game (min . JO atts) 
I . 17.36 - Willie Taggart , ·s. Austin Peay (9/20/97) 
2. 14.75 - J oe Arnold at N. C . A&T (11 / 19/88) 
3. 13. 76 - Willie Taggart at Southern Illinois ( I 0/25/97) 
4. 13.33-J.Johnsonvs. Murray State (11/30/02) 
5. 13.25 - TroySnardo1ns. Youngstown St. (I0/ l l / 80) 
Pass Efficiency Rating - Season (m in 90 al/S) 
I. 157.48 - J ason J ohnson, 2000 
2. 157.11-Jason Michael, 2002 
3. 147.98 - Leo Peckenpaugh, 1973 
Unassisted Tackles - Season 
I. 13 1 - Rick G reen,1 975 
2. 106 - Meh·in Wisham, 2000 
3. 95 - Richard Grice, I 992 
4. 93 - Charles Thompson, 2002 
5. 90 - Biff l\fadon, 1976 
Unassisted Tackles - Career 
I. 317 - Rick Green, 1972• 7 5 
2. 252- BiffMadon, 1974•77 
3. 248 - Mehin Wisham, 1997•2000 
4 . 229 - Tony Towns, 1976•78 
5. 225 - Reginald Hayden, 1976•78 
225 - Lawrence Brame, 1967•70 
7. 2 I 8 - Richard Grice, 1989·92 
8. 214 - Sherrod Coates, 1999-
9. 196 - Jimmy Barber, 1969•71 
Total Tackles - Season 
I. 2 13 - Rick Green, 1975 
2. 173 - Paul Gray, 1981 
3. 17 I - Melvin Wisham, 2000 
4. 159 - Charles Thompson, 2002 
5. 156- Richard Grice, 1992 
7. 155 - Erik Dandy, 2001 
8 . 149 - Paul Gray, 1982 
9 . 148 - BiffMadon, 1976 
Punt Return Yards - Season 
I . 545 - Virgil Li"ers, 1974 
2. 484 -Antonio Veals, 2002 
3. 440 - J oseph Jefferson, 200 1 
Yards Per Punt Return - Season (min . 12 atts) 
I. 17.8 - Bill ' '.Jelly" Green, I 967 
2 . 16.9 - J oseph J efferson , 2001 
3. H . 7-Antonio Veals, 2002 
Harbaugh Honored - After leading WKU to its first NCAA Division I-AA national champion• 
ship, head coach Jack Harbaugh's peers In the American Football Coaches Association 
selected the H/1/toppers' mentor as National Coach of the Year. Harbaugh, who completed 
his fourteenth season on the Hill, had been honored twice previously by the organization earning 
AFCA Region 3 Coach-of-the•Year accolades in 1997 and 2000. ' 
Seventh Heaven - Western capped its seventh consecutive winning season - the third-
longest streak in school history - with the Hilltoppers' first NCAA l·AA national championship. 
The Toppers defeated each of the top three seeds in the final three rounds of the playoffs, the 
first time that has happened since the field expanded to 16 teams in 1986. WKU is 61-24 (71 .8%) 
during the seven•year stretch and has qualified for the NCAA playoffs in four of the last six 
seasons, including three consecutive postseason berths for the first time in 84 years of football 
on the Hill. 
Conference Co-Champions - WKU won its last six Gateway Football Conference contests 
in 2002 to claim a share of the league championship in just the Hilltoppers' second year as a 
member. Harbaugh has led Western to a 22·6 (78.6%) mark in four years of conference action 
since 1999, when the Toppers rejoined the Ohio Valley Conference for a two•year stint. Since 
joining the Gateway prior to the 2001 season, Western's 11-3 (78.6%) record is the best among 
the league's eight member institutions. The Hilltoppers are 143-90-9 (61 %) all-time in 38 years 
of league play. 
Postseason Play - OLB Sherrod Coates is the third WKU player in the last two years to earn 
an invitation to a postseason All·Star contest, as the senior from Boynton Beach, Fla., will take 
part in the Hula Bowl on Feb. 1 in Maui, Hawai'i. Hejoins Joseph Jefferson (Blue-Gray Football 
Classic, Senior Bowl) and Mel Mitchell (Gridiron Classic), both players who went on to be 
selected in the 2002 National Football League Draft. 
All-American, All-Conference Again - Senior OG Chris Price capped off a stellar career by 
earning consensus All-American and first-team all-conference honors for the third con-
secutive season. The Indianapolis, Ind., resident was selected first·team All-America by the 
AFCA, Walter Camp Foundation, Sports Network, Associated Press, Don Hansen's Football 
Gazette and the College Sporting News. The 6-foot, 290-pound senior is the third Hilltopper in as 
many season to earn consensus All-America honors, feats accomplished by defensive backs 
Bobby Slpplo (2000) and Mitchell (2001) . Price ended the regular season with an overall grade 
of 89 percent, 107 pancake blocks and 26 decleaters. 
Coates Caps Career With Solid Senior Season - Coates was named first-team Walter 
Camp Foundation, Sports Network, AP, Don Hansen's Football Gazette and CSN Al/-
America as well as first-team all-league after recording career highs with 31 tackles for loss 
- one•third of his overall season total - and 13 sacks. The Boynton Beach, Fla., native also 
forced five fumbles, broke up five passes and returned his only interception of the season 20 
yards for a touchdown to close out the Northern Iowa victory Oct. 5, the first of 1 0 straight WKU 
wins to end the season. Coates, who ranked fourth on the squad with 93 stops this season, 
ended his four-year career with 214 unassisted tackles, which ranks eighth on the school's 
record list. 
Lining Up For Honors - Sophomore Buster Ashley was selected to the College Sporting 
News/1.AA.org Al/Star Team as well as second-team All-America by the Sports Network, 
AP and Don Hansen's Football Gazette, giving the Hilltoppers two All-Americans on the 
offensive line for the first time in four years - Patrick Goodman and Andy Hape were both 
honored in 1998. Ashley, a 6-foot-4, 290-pound sophomore from Owensboro, Ky., was also 
voted first-team all-Gateway Conference after leading the team in the regular season with a 
90 percent overall grade and 44 decleaters, adding 108 pancake blocks. He and Price were the 
only two players in the league this season to win Gateway Offensive Lineman-of-the-Week 
accolades twice in 2002. 
Michael Has Magical Final Season - QB Jason Michael capped his career with a 6•of•10 
passing performance in the national championship game against McNeese State, throwing for a 
personal-best 185 yards and a touchdown in the 34-14 victory. Michael recorded a 186.02 pass 
efficiency rating in Western's four playoff contests, completing 26-of-46 passes for 552 yards 
(an average of 21.2 yards per catch) and four touchdowns with no interceptions. The senior 
from Louisa, Ky., ended the year ranked second on the Hilltopper season record list with a 
157 .11 efficiency rating after completing 100 passes for 1,661 yards - the most by a WKU 
quarterback since 1987 - and nine scores. He was chosen honorable mention all-league 
after ranking In the top 10 In five statistical categories. 
Frazier On Fire - Senior RB Jon Frazier carried the rushing work load for WKU in his final 
year on the Hill, setting a school season record with 303 attempts while finishing second on the 
record list with 1,537 yards. His nine 1 OO•yard efforts this year tied a school record set by 
Antwan Floyd in 1994, while he paced the Hilltoppers on the ground in 11 of the final 12 games 
and on 12 occasions in 2002. In the playoffs, the Central City, Ky., resident collected 467 yards 
and five scores while averaging 25.5 carries per contest, including a 159-yard, two-touchdown 
effort in the national championship game against McNeese State. Frazier was a second-team 
all-conference selection. 
Smooth Transition - Antonio Veals was selected first-team all-conference defensive 
back despite missing three games in October with a knee injury - and playing wide receiver his 
first two seasons on the Hill. The junior from Louisville, Ky., made 82 tackles in 12 games, with 
three interceptions (returned for a team•best n yards) , four passes defensed and three forced 
fumbles. On special teams, Veals led the league and ranked seventh in the country with an 
average of 14. 7 yards per punt return, including running back 11 punts for 234 yards and a score 
in four postseason games. He ended the year ranked second on the WKU season record list 
with 484 punt return yards and third with an average of 14.7 yards per run back. 
Menacing Force In The Middle _ ILB Chari 
in as many years to lead the To . es Thompson became the second sophomore 
scrimmage including seven sacks Pf;~\~ .tackles , colle~ting 159 with 21 behind the line of 
seven. passes broken up while adding a pai~'~t:~(c Ky., resident also tied for the squad lead with 
t1ons , including the one that ended the final WKU d ~ fu.mbles, two recovenes and two intercep• 
of the national championship game against McN e e~s,ve stand of the year in the fourth quarter 
or more tackles , and he led the Hilltoppers ,·n teese tafite. Thompson had nine games with 10 
s ops on ve occasions. 
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rvnt Return Yards Career 
I . 1,294 - Bill ''.Jelly" G reen, 1967-70 r 80~ - J oseph J efferson, 1998-0 I Middle Man - ILB Karl Maslowski finished th· d . 
despite not starting until the eighth game of th ,r on the squad with a career•high 95 tackles 
Lenox, Ill. , collected 11 stops, including a sa:k seafhon ~t SMS on Oct. 19. The junior from New 
that contest, then went on to post four am ' w! a orced fumble and a fumble recovery in 
regular•season finale at Southern Illinois ~er/1~ with ~Ob or more tackles . His 19 stops in the 
he led the squad with four fumble recoveries : ~~~ ~ a Western defender all season, while 
fumbles . In the national championshi am n 1 . or team•h1gh honors with five forced 
a pass on the first McNeese play of 1:e ~ont!~~~s\owskIIgosted seven tackles and intercepted and a lead they would never relinquish . a wou lead to the Toppers ' first touchdown 
Talk About Depth - While Maslowski and Th 
was ILB Erik Dandy who was nilmed sec d ompson both posted impressive numbers it 
stops in only seven games before in·urin o,:, -team all-conference. The junior posted 90 
tackles for loss including three sacks \hegM~~s~nf~ b~or to the SMS contest, collecting 13 
stops at l·A Kansas State, then was ~redi . e ' 10, native opened the season with six 
s,x contests. Dandy topped WKU in tackti8d w,t~ double-figure tackle totals in each of the nex1 
plished on 13 occasions since becoming ae!ta'"rt ,ve games this season, a feat he has accom-
er as a sophomore ,n 2001 . 
Martinez Record March Ends - PK Peter Mart· 
assault on the Western record books by I . I mez was able to conclude his three•year 
against McNeese State in the national ch a.y,ng c aim to three marks with his performance 
had a pair of field goals and four extra ai:'fnsh1p contest The senior from Nashville, Tenn., 
three•poi,nters and 103 points by kicki~ whilen Ire win: s.etting school season records with 18 
Martinez 279 points are the most by a kicker fns~~~mi_ng the career field goal record (49). 
school record books behind current co offen . . history and are second overall in the 
points in four seasons from 1995·98. - s1ve coorchnator WIiiie Taggart, who scored 286 
Just Got To Know Johnson J . 
August and had an immediate i; actem1 Johnson transferred to the Hill from Indiana in 
collecting 310 additional yards on i3 rec~~t!~s W;s~ern offense, rushing for 637 yards while 
postseason, recording a career•best 160 ards . n o nson sav~ his best performances for the 
Murray State before ending his colle iate ~ar o only 12 carnes in the opening round against 
nattonal championship contest inclu~ing sco eer ~t\a personal-best 90 receiving yards in the 
catch with WKU facing third do'wn H nng e ,rst touchdown of the game on a 16•yard 
a yard on the ground until the ope~inge q~~e~=~~ 1~~2 J~1;, f~r rushing attempt and did not lose 
most recepttons by a Topper running back s· J A I e game. Johnson also posted the 
,nee oe rnold had 37 in 1986. 
Casey Catches On _ WR Case R b 
3. 69:i - J oey Stockton 1994.97 
4. 593 - Vi rgi l Ll vers, '197 1.74 
S. 575-Antonio Veals , 2000-
Yards Per Punt Return - Career (min . 25 
1 · 15·~ - J oseph J efferson 1998-200 I atts) 
2· ! 3.:i - Bill ' '.Jelly" Gree~, 1967•70 
3. 13.4-AntonioVeals, 2000-
AU-Pwrpose Yards - Season 
1 · 2,002 - J oe Arnold , 1988 
2 · 1,990 - J oey Stockton, 1995 
3. 1,672 - Jon Frazier, 2002 
Points - Season 
I. l !4 - C larence J ackson 1973 
11 4 - Dicki e Moore, 1967 
3· 103 - Peter Martinez, 2002 (PK) 
4. 100 - Peter Martinez, 2000 (PK) 
5. 96 - Willie Taggart , 1997 (QB) 
6 · 92 - W1Ihe Taggart, 1998 (QB) 
7. 90 - J oe Arn old , 1988 
8. 87 - J eff Poisel, 1997 (PK) 
9· 84 - Jason Michael, 2002 (QB) 
84 - Carroll Broderi ck, 1932 
Points - Career 
1 · 286 - Will ie Tagga rt, 1995•98 (QB) 
2• 279 - Peter Martinez 2000-02 (PK) 
3. 265 - J efT Poisel, 1996•99 (PK) 
Points By Kicking - Season 
I. l03 - Peter Martinez, 2002 
2. 100 -Peter Martinez 2000 
2. 8 7 - J eff Poisel, 1997 ' 
4. 80 - Dan Maher, 1988 
5. 16-PeterMartinez, 2001 
Points By Kicking - Career 
I. 27? - Peter Martinez , 2000-02 
~· 2~:i - J eff Poisel, 1995.99 
3. 2:i0 - Dan Maher, 1985-88 
Extra Points - Season 
I . 54 - J eff Poisel, 1997 
2· 49 - Peter Martinez , 2002 
#9 - Peter Martinez 2000 
49 - J eff Poisel, 1998 ' 
5. 37 - Je ff Poisel, 1996 
quarterback, but moved before thi en~o;rrw eg~n the pr~season third on the depth chart at 
Gateway Conference All-Newcomer Tea O·a- ay p~act,ces and was later named to the 
receptions for 603 yards and a pair of touc~ The Junior from Sioux City, Iowa, posted 29 
caught at least one pass in each of the first 14 owt"s, averaging 20.1 yards per reception. He 
games, ending the year eighth in the Gatew co~ e~ts while leading the team in catches in nine 
game. It was the most receivin ard ay on erence with an average of 40.2 yards per 
catches) as a freshman in 1968~ Y s by a f1rst•year player since Jay Davis had 612 (on 33 Extra Points - Career 
Low.der Leads Secondary - Junior SS B . 
his first season as a starter to lead the d f nan Lowder recorded a career-high 96 tackles in 
team. The Bowling Green, Ky., native bothebens,ve secondary and rank second overall on the 
12 tackles against I-A Kansas State and M e~an and concluded th~ season with a career-best 
stops in the regular-season finale at Southem\1ee~e NState, respectively, also finishing with 10 
Hil/topper to earn first-team Verizon Acad~~~~ A~r~ 6. ~ff the field, Lowder was the first 
~lxler) - he was also named to NCAA · mer: ca ho'!ors since 1995 (Brian 
f,rst~team Verizon Academic A/1-D/strl ~lrislondl-AA Athletic D,rectors All-Star Team, 
dem,c Team. c an to the Gateway Conference A/1-Aca-
Chandler Comfortable In Starting Role - I . . 
Chander led the Hilltoppers with five int .n his .first season as a starter, Junior CB Jeremy 
over Fl_orida International on Oct. 12. T;;c~t/~~s, i7_clu~1ng collecting a pair in a 56-7 victory 
selection after finishing with a career-best 72 apo ,s, nd., was_ a first-team a/I-conference 
~ckles in seven contests, including posting a :iops (~~ ~nass.1sted) . He had at least five 
victory over Murray State in and six in the national c~son- . ,g h~ O ,n the . op.ening-round playoff 
ampions IP game against McNeese State. 
H~yes Posts Highs In Third Year - WR Sh 
this season, surpassing his two• ear to . annon Ha)les caught 20 passes for 214 yards 
Hayes collected six receptions 1:i. 102 y~~~~~n~~z ~~t~~~nes (nine for 146) entering the year. 
defeated the top three seeds in the playoffs Th . a. ree postseas~n contests as Western 
catche~ ,n s,x games after entering the year w"ith o;,yJ~1or fr~m McKenzie, Tenn., had multiple 
1n his first two seasons. 0 con ests with more than one reception 
Drummond Gets Job Done In Senior Season - S . 
and off the field in his final season on the Hill enior Jon Drummond was honored on 
ence and all-Gateway academic honors Th earnlngf both honorable mention all-confer-
10 tackles for loss, including seven sacks:_ th: fe;1orfi rom M1am1, Fla., posted 84 stops with 
Drummond also tied for the team lead with seve a er gubre was tied for second on the team. 
playoff games. n passes roken up after recording four in four 
I . 170 - J efT Poise l, 1995.99 
2· 132 - Peter Martinez, 2000-
3. 109 - Dan Maher, 1985•88 
Field Goals - Season 
I. 18 - Peter Martinez, 2002 
2· 17 - Peter Martinez, 2000 
3. 15 - Dan Maher, 1988 
#. 1 # - Peter Martinez 200 J 
5 . 13 - Dan Maher, 1987 
Field Goals - Career 
l . 49 - Peter Martinez, 2000-
2. 47 - Dan Maher, 1985-88 
3. 3 I - J eff Poisel, 1996•99 




9- WDil/ Sweeney, 1994; Chris Pino, 1993 (endofcareer) 
· - an Maher, 1988 
4• 7- Peter Martinez, 2001-02 
Punt Average - Season (min #0) 
I . 42.4 - Ray Fa rmer, 1980 
2 . 42.3 - Cha rlie Johnson 1974 
3. 4 1.1 - WaltHerod 1976 
4 . 40.4 - Walt H erod'. 1975 
5. 40.3 - Todd Davis, 1990 
6. 40.2 - Adam Li ndsay, 1986 
7. #0. 067 - Brian Claybourn 2001 
8 . 40.060 - Alan Ogletree, 1999 
9. 39. 7 - Ray Farmer, 1979 
lO. 39.6 - Brian Claybourn, 2002 
Punt Average - Game (min #) 
I. 5 1. 3 - Cha rl 1e J ohnson vs. MT SU, I l /9/74 
2. 49.fO - B. Claybourn at Kansas St., 8/31 /02 
3. 49.:>7 - Wal t Herod vs. Morehead St., ] I / I 175 
Title Town - Bowling Green, Ky., is home to a 
pair of national champions after Patrick 
Reynolds and his brother Robert each were a 
part of championship teams in 2002. Reynolds 
earned first-team ail-Gateway honors for the 
second consecutive season after recording ca-
reer highs with 71 tackles for loss with 13 stops 
behind the line of scrimmage, including five sacks. 
Hllltopper Football has won 57 of Its last 77 
games (74.0%) since October 1996. 
Since going to the option in 1992 ... WKU 
has rushed for a total of 34,540 yards in 126 
games - that's an average of 274.1 yards per 
contest! 
The Hllltoppers have recorded a string of 148 
straight games In which WKU has accumu-
lated 100-plus net yards In team rushing! ... 
The last time Western was limited to less than 
100 yards was in the 1989 finale in Bowling 
Green. That afternoon Eastern Illinois held WKU 
to 91 yards rushing - but, that was more than 
the 86 yards rushing the Panthers managed that 
day en route to a 10-7 win ... Meanwhile, In those 
148 contests, the WKU defense limited the 
opposition to less than 100 net rushing yards 
a total of FORTY-SIX times, including six times 
this year - Kentucky State (0 yds), Youngstown 
State (83 yds), Florida International (minus-1 yd), 
Southwest Missouri State (34 yds), Illinois State 
(62 yds) and Western Illinois (65) . 
Running In The Last Decade-Plus - WKU 
has been in the nation's TOP 10 in rushing each 
of the past TWELVE years, leading I-AA in rush-
ing in 1993 (330.1 ypg) & again in 1997 (366.0 
ypg) .... . Western is the only school to rank in the 
Top 10 all 12 years ... Here's the top 10 for the 
2002 season: 
1. Georgia Southern ... .. ............. 386.21 
2. Wofford ..... ... ...... .... .. ... ... ........ 342.17 
3. Southern Illinois .. ..... ..... .. ... .. .. 275.67 
4. St. Mary's (Calif.) ..... .. .. ..... .... 264.00 
5. Dayton ... .... ............. .. ..... .. ...... 254.83 
6. W K U ........................••. .......•• 252.87 
7. Albany ............. ..... ... .. .. ...... ... .. 252.33 
8. Nicholls State .... .. ........ ........... 249.91 
9. St. Peter's ..... ..... .. .. .. .............. 244.18 
10. Rhode island .... ........ .. .... ... .... 242.00 
The 2002 Hilltoppers were ... 
7-1 against ranked opponents 
6-1 at home / 5-2 on the road / 1-0 neutral sites 
1-2 in night games I 11-1 in day games 
3-1 on natural grass / 9-2 on artificial turf 
10-0 when scoring first in the game 
10-0 when scoring first in the second half 
7-0 when leading after the 1st quarter 
11-0 when leading at halftime 
11-0 when leading after 3 quarters 
11-0 when leading with 10 minutes to play 
11-0 when leading with 5 minutes to play 
9-0 when totaling more first downs 
0-1 when totaling the same first downs 
11-0 when totaling more rushing yards 
5-0 when totaling more passing yards 
9-0 when totaling more total offense yards 
9-1 without an interception 
7-2 without a fumble lost 
10-0 with fewer turnovers 
2-0 with same turnovers 
0-1 with fewer penalties 
1-0 with same penalties 
/, :>,, 
(J 2002 WKU Postseason Honors lj 
::=======================:.-
BUSTER ASHLEY 
M, 290, Sophomore, OL, 0-nsboro, Ky. (0-nsboro Senior HS/ Louisville) 
■ College Sporting News/ J.M.org All.Star Team 
■ Second-team Sport Network All•America 
■ Second-team Associated Press All-America 
■ Second-team Don Hansen's Football Gazelle All-America 
■ Don Hansen's Football Gazelle all-West Region 
SHERROD COATES 
6-2, 225, Senior, OLB, Boynton Beaq,, Fla. (Santa Luce& County HS) 
■ First-team Walter Camp Foundation All-America 
■ First-team Sport Network All-America 
■ Fi rst-team Associated Press All-America 
■ First-team Don Hansen's Football Gazelle All-America 
■ College Sporting News/ 1-M.org All-Star Team 
■ Don Hansen's Football Gazelle all-West Region 
JEREMI JOHNSON 
5-11, 275, Senior, FB, Loui■ville, Ky. (Ballard HS/ Indiana) 
■ College Sporting News/ 1-M.org All-Star Team 
CHRIS PRICE 
6-0, 290, Senior, OL, Indianapolis, Ind. (Warren Central HS) 
■ First-team American Footbal l Coaches Association All•Amnira 
■ First•lfam Walte r Camp Foundat ion All-America 
■ First-tram Sport Network All-America 
■ First-team A"isociated Press All-AmeriC'a 
■ First-team Don Hansen's Football Gazelle All-America 
■ College Sporting News/ 1-M.org All-Star Team 
■ Don Hansen's Football Gaze/le all-West Region 
(J:===2=0=0=2=W=K=U=N= a=ti=o=n=a=I =A=c=a=d=e=m=ic= H=o=n=o=r=s==:l) 
BRIAN LOWDER 
M, 290, Sophomore, OL, 0-nsboro, Ky. (Owensboro Senior HS/ Louisville) 
■ First-team Verizon Arademi<· All-America 
■ I-AA Athletic Directors Academic All-Star Team 
■ First-team \"erizon Academic All-Distri ct I\" 
PETER MARTINEZ 
6-2, 180, Senior, PK, Nashville, Tenn. (Hillwood HS) 
■ First-team \"erizon Academic All-District I\" 
JASON MICHAEL 
5-IO, 200, Senior, Q.B, Louisa, Ky. (Lawrence County HS / Army) 
■ I-AA Athletic Directors Academic All-Star l earn 
■ Second-team \"erizon Academic All-District 1,· 
,:==================================.-, (' '. ~l WKU 2002 Weekly Honors JJ 
BUSTER ASHLEY 
M, 290, Sophomore, OL, Owensboro, Ky. (0-nsboro Senior HS / Louisville) 
■ Gateway Conference Offensi,·e Lineman of the Week, Ort. 19 
► Had a 94% ove rall grade with a I 00'¼ assignment grade and a factor grade of 90% in the Hill toppers' 31-
7 win at SMS ... Posted six pancake blocks and nine decleaters as Western ran for 312 yards and recorded 404 yards 
of total offense against the Bears. 
■ Gateway Conference Offensive Lineman of the Week, Nm·. 16 
► Posted a 97 percen t overall grade in the Toppers' victory over Southern Illinois that clinched a share of the 
Gateway Conference championship, helping Western's offensive attack rack up season highs in Gateway play of 390 
rushing yards, 4 78 total yards and 48 points ... Had a I 00 percent assignment grade and a factor grade of 97 percent, 
was not whistled .for a penalty and posted a WKU season-best 21 knockdowns with 17 pancake blocks and fo ur 
decleaters. 
CARLBIRTS 
5-10, 170, Senior, CB, Okeechobee, Fla. (Okeechobee HS) 
■ I-AA Football.org Defensive Player of the Week, Dec. 7 
► Had five tackles and returned a fumble 48 yards for the first touchdown of his career in the fourt h quarter 
to help lead WKU to a 31 -28 victory over No. 2 Western Illinois in the quarterfinals of the NCAA Di,·ision I-AA 
playoffs. 
SHERROD COATES 
6-2, 225, Senior, OLB, Boynton Beach, Fla. (Santa Luce• County HS) 
■ Don Hansen's Football Gaze/le Defensi,·e Player of the Week, Dec. 7 . 
► Posted seven tackles with a forced fumble, a pass defensed and a blocked kick in WI U NCAA I-AA 
quarterfinal victory ... Had a sack in his seventh straight game, forcing a fumble on the play that was returned for a 
Hilltopper touchdown. 
■ Hansen's Football Gazelle quad-Defensive Player of the Week, Oct. 26 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Player of the Week, Oct. 26 
► Posted a career-best 14 tackles - eight of which came behind the line of scrimmage, includ ing two sacks -
and also forced a fumble that led lo an immediate score in victory ove r Indiana State ... Accounted fo r 34 yards in losses 
while three times he ended a Sycamore drive with two tackles and the forced fumble ... Effort.sled a Hilltopper unit that 
limited the Sycamores to 198 total yards. 
,,;:=====;;=====:~========== 
~= ............. ~!!cord Book:: __ ::: ::-}) 
Consecutive Wins IMM 
ERIKDANDY 6-0, 205• Junior, ILB Mansfield Oh· j · ii - Nov. 4, 1972 thru Dec. 8, J 973 . 10 - Oct. 5 thru Dec. 20, 2002 
- Sept. 28, 1963 thru Sept. 19, 1964 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Playe ; of the W k' 0 10 (Mansfield Senior HS) 
► Madea team h· h IO ee, ct. 12 
. • •g tackles with two sacks as WKU h . 
Points - Season 
1. 432 - 2002 (15 games) 
2. 430 - 1973 (13 games) 
3. 429 - 1997 (12 games) 
4 . 404 - 2000 ( l 3 games) 
Touchdowns - Season 
I . ~2 - 1973 (13 games) 
2. :>6 - 1997 (12 games) 
3 • ~4 - 2002 (15 games) 
:>4 - 1998 ( l I games) 
Rushin~ Touchdowns_ Season 
I . 4:i - 1997 (12 games) 
2 · 43 - 1998 ( II games) 
3 • 41 - 2002 (15 games) 
Points-By-Kicking _ Season 
on 4 7 plays, mcluding allowing minus- I yard . h fi . eld Florida Imernational to just 65 yards 
turn o, ·ers . m I e ,rst ha lf ... Efforts led d efen se th a t forced five 
JONFRAZIER 
5-9, 180, Senior, RB Central c· K 
■ Don Hansen 's Football Gazeu e Olli' . Pl •ty, Y· (Muhlenberg North HS) 
► Le ' ens,ve aye r of th W k D 
d all players "ith I 59 ) d d e ee , ec . 20 
· , 'ar s an two touchdo 27 · . 
agamst n1cNeese State, fini shing th e da . h wns on carries m na tional championship gam 
reception that keyed sco re tha helped clin;h"':i11e ~nc~ree r~hi gh 27 I all-purpose ya rds ... H ad a 54-va r~ 
play of the secon dquarter gave \,\IK U a double-cl· . otrtd quarte r ... 55-yard touchdown run on the' fi rs t 
■ Don Hansen's Football Caz t . Olli . ,g, 1 ea for good. 
► Ran fo r a game-high ~ 2te8 tn- d . enm3·e Playe r of the Week, Dec. 7 
\VK U · yar s on 0 ca rri es fi 
m rushing for the I 0th time wh,.le ,·1 . h. m qua rter ma! win ove r Wes tern 1ll inois L d 
H .ll . . ' " as 1s seve111h 100- d . ·· · e 
, topper season reco rd IJSt fo r ru shing d . . yar game ... Moved 11110 fifth place on the 
■ G- • C ya r s m a season 
atrnay . onference Offensive Playe r of the Week N .. 16 
1. 106-2002(18FGs,52PATS· 15 
2. 100 - 2000 (17 FGs 49 PAT' l 3games) 
3. 87 - 1997 (11 FGs '54 PAT~• 12 games) 
► In .h'.s fin a l regu la r-season comest , ru shed fo~ ·1 o;~r 
help k ad \'v K U to a victory D\'e r Southern Illinois a . ' . ee r-best I 79 ya rds and two touchdowns lo 
champ1onsh1p ... With I l 7 yards in the second h· If ~ 1:e H,lltoppers clai med a sha re of their first league 
for l ,000 m a season , ending the regular season ~ ' e ecame the sevemh playe r in school hi storv lo run 
the sixth !OD-yard 0Uling of the year ;,·hile -, . dr,mk~\~ se,·e111h on the reco rd li st with 1,070 ya rd; ... H ad 
' s, games) 
Extra Points - Season 
I . 54 - 1997 (12 games) 
2. ~2 - 2002 (15 games) 
3 · :>0 - 1973 (13 games) 
Field Goals - Season 
1. 18 - 2002 (15 games) 
2 · 1? - 2000 (13 games) 
3 · I:> - 1988 (13 games) 
Rushing Attempts _ Season 
1. 828 - 2002 (15 games) 
2 · 727 - 1975 (13 games) 
3 · 722 - 2000 ( 13 games) 
Total Plays - Season 
1 · 996 - 2002 (15 games) 
2 · 970 - 1975 (13 games) 
3. 943 - 19 73 (13 games) 
Rushing Yards - Season 
I . 3,984 - 1997 (12 games) 
2. 3,793 - 2002 (15 games) 
3 · 3,79 1 - 1998 ( 11 games) 
Total Yards - Season 
1. ~,479 - 2002 (15 games) 
2 · :>, 1?7 - 1997 (12 games) 
3. 4,9:>6 - 1973 (13 games) 
First Downs - Season 
1. 263 - 2002 (15 games) 
2. 254 - 1997 ( l2 games) 
3 . 246 - 1994 ( l l games) 
First Downs Rushing - Season 
1 · 202 - 1997 (12 games) 
2 · l84 - 1998 (11 games) 
3. 182 - 2002 (15 games) 
Sacks - Season 
1. 41 - 2002 (15 games) 
2. 40 - 1997 (12 games) 
3 • 33 - 2000 (I 3 games) 
33 - I 987 (I J games) 
33 - 1985 (l I games) 
Punt Returns - Season 
I· ~0 - 1974 ( IO games) 
2 . ?3 - 1973 (13 games) 
3 . :>2 - 1975 (13 games) 
4 . 49 - 1997 (12 games) 
5. 47 - 2002 (15 games) 
Penalties - Season 
I . 120 - 1988 (13 games) 
2. 97 - 2002 (15 games) 
3. 93 - 1994 (11 games) 
e,, mg estern m rush mg for the eighth straight game. 
, KARL MAsLOWSKI 
6-1, 235, Junior, JLB New Le I . 
■ Don Hansen's Football Gazeue tri-Olli ' . . Pl nox, II. (Lincoln-Way HS) 
► Tied for the team lead with . hens,'.kel . aye r of the :week, Dec. 14 
an th h eig I tac es (seven unass15t d) r, · o . er - I e two turnovers led lo 10 \-\'estern .' . . h e '. orcmg one fumble whi le recove ring 
sem,fin als of the NCAA I-AA pla ),o ffs Etl· pmhntsl m a I . ree-po1111 win ove r Geo rgia Southern in the 
ru ·I · k ··· Orts e ped H11l10 d r • . s ling a nac to a season-low 226 ya rd s. pper e,ense l1m11 th e na ti on 's leading 
CHRIS PRICE 
6-0, 290, Senior, OL, Indiana oli I 
■ Gateway Conference OfTens , L. P s, nd • (Warren Central HS) 
► G I\ e me man of the \ '\'eek No\' 2 
. ~aded ou t at 9 I percent D\'erall with a 99 - , .. ." 
fo llomng \\estern 's 9-0 win over Illinois State I I .perc~nl a~s1gn men1 grade and a 90 perce111 factor grade 
to ta l ... \\"as credi ted with 14 pancake blo:k;a~~pm,g I e Hilltoppers rush for 259 yards and coll ect 336 
■ Gatewav Conference Offen. · . L. I\\ O decleaters. 
► · . SI\ e meman of the Week Se 1 28 Received an overall grade of 97.,~ C d . d ' . P · 
grade ;·· H ad 13 pancake blocks and five d:c"i"~ate~: lie H ';-": aHl~O"/o assignment grade and 93% factor 
nauon s leadmg run defense a t McNeese State. . ... e pe '!toppers ru sh for 170 yards against the 
CHARI.Es THOMPSON 
6-1, 235, Sophomore JLB Lo • .11 ■ Don H ansen 's Football Gazeu e D f, .·.: Pl ' .u•svi e, Ky. (Central HS) 
► H elped lead \\"K U h e enm e ayer of the Week, D ec. 20 
I . to t e nauonal champion •h · .· h I I 
oss, an mterception and a pass broken up E d d h s 'P \'II tackles (eight unassisted) a stop for 
fo d ··· n e I ree McNe • S d · · ' 
rce punts and an i111ercep1ion lo stop the Co ·b ' Ii I ese late n ves with a pair of tackles that 
" oys ma possession. 
ANTONIO VEALs 
6-0, 190, Junior, FS Lo • .11 ■ Don Hansen's Football Gazeue co-S e~ial Ti u1svi e, Ky. (Trinity HS) 
► Returned four pums for 62 rci earns Playe r of the Week, Dec. 7 
with a forced fumble. ya s and added a l 9-yard kickoff run back ... Also added fo ur tackles 
■ Don Hansen's Football Gazelle co-S ecial . 
► Set Gateway Conference pla ot ~earns Playe r of the Week, No\'. 30 
in opening-round playoff win over r..trr:;c~~ac' w11hFan. 86-yard pu111 return and l I 2 pu111 return yards 
:ckles a~d broke up a pass on defense . e ... m1shed w11h I 66 to tal return yards ... Made fi ve 
G~1e,. ay Co~ference Defensive Playe r of the Week, Nov. 16 
Had nme tackles, a forced fumble and . . 
;alftime lo lead the Hilltoppers to a victory at s:11;1erc~fiuon that set up a key touchdown just before 
eague c rown ... 37-ya rd interception return with I ern moJS ~s the Toppers clinched a share of the 
Western the ball at the SIU-23, and the Hillto ers s ess than a mmute remai ning befo re ha lft ime gave 
break ... Efforts helped WK U limit the Salu~is lo ~~red on the very next play to take a 20-3 lead into the 
e111enng the contest, both figures that led the G .. 4 ya rds and 20 pomts below their season ave rages 
ate\\ay commg mto the game. 
DANIEL WITHROW 
6-3, 285, Junior, OL, Bowlin G 
■ Gateway Conference Offen · L. g reen, Ky. (Bowling Green HS) 
► 51ve meman of the Week Se 1 7 Graded out at 92% overall H ad 96•' . ' P . 
· ··· ,o ass1gnme I d d 
m.ne ~an cake blocks and four declea ters ... \VK U h· d 3-; gra : an . 9 I% fac'.o r grade ... Credited with 
0\ er Kemucky State. a :> yards rushmg and ::i25 to tal yards in vi cto ry 
I 
I 
The Hilltoppers In The Final Polls 
The Sports Network 
1. WESTERN KENTUCKY (12-3) 
2. McNeese State (13-2) 
3. Georgia Southern (11-3) 
4. Villanova (11 -4) 
5. Western llllnois (11-2) 
6. Maine (11-3) 
7. Montana (11 -3) 
8. Grambling (11-2) 
9. Furman (8-4) 
10. Appalachian State (8-4) 
11 . Northeastern (10-3) 
12. Fordham (10-3) 
13. Eastern Illinois (8-4) 
14. Wolford (9-3) 
15. Bethune-Cookman (ll-2) 
16. Northwestern (La.) State ,9_4) 
17. Pennsylvania (9-1) 
18. Idaho State (8-3) 
19. Montana State (7-6) 
20. Murray State (7-5) 
21. Eastern Kentucky (8-4) 
22. Gardner-Webb (9-1) 
23. Nicholls State (7-4) 
24. Southeast Missouri (8-4) 
25. Colgate (9-3) 
Others Receiving Votes: 
~assachu.setts, Harvard, Illinois State Youngstown 
s:atte, Wilham & Mary, Jackson State, , South Carolina 
a e, Northern Arizona Dayto E 
Lehigh, Portland St t , - n, astern .Washington. 
a e 37 teams recewed votes. 
Week-by-Week with WKU 
in The Sports Network Poll 
Preseason ........ .. ......... .. ........... .... .. .. .. lBth 
Week 1 (Sept. 2) ....................... .. ...... .. .. ...... .. 
Week 2 (Se t. 9) .. .. ......... ... .... .. .... 22nd 
Week 3 (Se~t. 15j .... .... .. .. .. .. .. ........ .. : .. .. .. .. : .... .......... .... ....... ..... 21st 
Week 4 (Se t. 23 . .. ............... RV (34th) 
Week 5 (S/t. 30i ...... .. .... .. .... .. ........ .. ...... .. .... .... 25th 
Week 6 (Oci. ?) .... .... .. ................. .. .. ....... RV (30th) 
Week 7 (Oct. 
14
) .... ... ............... .. ................. RV (26th) 
Week 8 (Oct. 2l) .. :::::: .. : .. : .... : .. .- .... : .. : .. .. : .. .-........ ...... .. . RV (29th) 
Week g (Oct. 28) .. .. ...... .. ...... .. 24th 
Week 10 (Nov. 4) ......... .. .......... .. .......... .. .. .. ........ .................... ..... .. 22nd 
Week 11 (Nov. 11) .... .. ...... .. .... .... 19th 
Week 12 (Nov. lB) ................. .. .. ........... .. ............ 15th 
Week 13 (Nov. 
25
) .... .. .. ....... ... .. .......... .. ..... .... ..... 15th 
Final (Dec. 21) ......................... ........ .. ........ ... 15th 
.......................... .. ......... .. ................ 1st 
ESPN I USA Today 
l. WESTERN KENTUCKY (12-3) 
2. McNeese State (13-2) 
3. Georgia Southern (11-3) 
4. Villanova (11-4) 
5. Western Illinois (11-2) 
6. Maine (11-3) 
Montana (11 -3) 
8. Grambling (11-2) 
9. Furman (8-4) 
10. Northeastern (10-3) 
11 . Wolford (9-3) 
12. Bethune-Cookman (11-2) 
Eastern lilinois (8-4) 
l4. Appalachian State (8-4) 
15. Fordham (10-3) 
16. Northwestern (La.) State (9·4) 
17. Idaho State (8-3) 
Pennsylvania (9-1) 
19. Montana State (7-6) 
20. Eastern Kentucky (8-4) 
21 . Nicholls State (7-4) 
22. Murray State (7-5) 
23. Southeast Missouri (8-4) 
24. Gardner-Webb (9-1) 
1. WESTERN KENTUCKY (12-3) 
2. Wofford (9-3) 
3. Georgia Southern (l l-3) 
4. Western Illinois (11-2) 
5. McNeese State (13-2) 
6. Montana (11-3) 
7. Idaho State (8-3) 
8. Villanova (11-4) 
9. Maine (11-3) 
10. Appalachian State (8-4) 
11 . Furman (8-4) 
12. Northeastern ( 10-3) 
13. Pennsylvania (9-1) 
14. Fordham (10-3) 
15. Gardner-Webb (9-1) 
16. Colgate (9-3) 
17. Grambling (10-1) 
18. Eastern Illinois (8-4) 
19. Eastern Kentucky (8-4) 
20. Bethune-Cookman (11-2) 25. Colgate (9-3) 
Others Receiving Votes: 
;Massachusetts, Youngstown State. Eastern Wash-
,.:~n, Harvard, s.outh Carolina State, Portland State 
ama A&M, Lehigh, Hofstra, William & Mary _ 35 teams received votes. 
21 . Southeast Missouri (8-4) 
22. Massachusetts (8-4) 
23. Northwestern (La.) State (9·4) 
Week-by-Week With WKU 
in the ESPNIUSA Today Poll 
Preseason .. .. .. ........ .. ....... l Bth Week 1 (Se t. 2) .... .. .... .. ................... ....... . 
Week 2 (S P .............. .. ... ... ... .. .. ......... .. ..... no poll 
Week 3 s!P:- ;~ .. ........................... ......... .. ......... 21st 
Week 4 's/t .. 23) ..................................... RV (32nd) 
Weeks [se\ 
30
) ... .. ........................ .. ...... .. .. .. .... 23rd 
Week 6 (Oci. 
7 
) ...... ............ .. ........................... 25th 
Week 7 (Oct. 
1
) .......................................... RV (27th) 
Week 8 (Oct. 
2
1; ............ ................... .. .... ............ 25th 
Week g (Oct. 28 · .. .... .. .. .... .. .... ...... 23rd Week 10 (Nov. ) ............................... .................. 21st 
Week 11 (Nov. 1) .. .. .... .. ... .. .................... ............. 18th 
Week 12 (Nov. 
1
~/ .. .. ............................. ............. 13th 
Week 13 (Nov. 
2 
... .... .. .......... ................. .. ........ 12th 
Final (Dec. 21) S) .. .... .. .. ... ................. ................ 15th 
........................................... ..... ....... 1st 
24. Nicholls State (7-4) 
25. Montana State (7-6) 
26. Youngstown State (T-4) 
27. Murray State (7-5) 
28. Portland State (6-5) 
29. Illinois State (6-5) 
30. Eastern Washington (6-5) 
31. Northern Arizona (6-5) 
32. Alabama A&M (8-3) 
33. Harvard (7-3) 
34. Morgan State (7-5) 
35. Lafayette (7-5) 
36. Stephen F. Austin (6-5) 
37. Hofstra (6-6) 
38. Princeton (6-4) 
39 • Jackson State (7-4) 
40. Lehigh (8-4) 
Week-by-Week with WKU 
in Hansen 's Football Gazette Poll 
Pre season W ........... ..... ....... ......................... .............. 15th 
eek 1 (Sept. 2) ........ .. ............... .... .. .......... .. ... no poll 
::::: (:P:· ~~ .............. .. .. ... ....... .. .......... .. ....... . 18th 
Week 4 1s/t · 2 ) ........................ ................ ...... 32nd 
Week 5 's/t . ~) .......................... .... .. ............... 18th 
W ( p . ) ......... ... ................... ....... .. ...... 22nd 
w::: ; (:. ;! ......... .............. ................... .. ..... 18th 
W ( . ) ... .. ........... .. .... ..... .. ............. .. ... .. 15th w:::: (:. 21 ) ................................. ................ 14th 
Week 10 ( N~v~ ..... ............ .. .. ....... .. .. ................. 13th 
( . ) .. ..... .. ........ ... .... .. ...................... 12th 
:::: ;; 'Z::· ;1) .... .. .... ... .... .. ................... .......... 8th 
Week 13 (Nov · 2:) .............. .... ................. .. ........... 7th 
Final (Dec'. 21 j ..... ~ ......................... .................. ................ .......... .................... ...... ~:~ 
WKU And Its '02 Regular-Season Opposition Among the NCAA I-AA Stat Leaders 
Rushing Offense (yards per game) 
1. Georgia Southern ............................ 386.21 
3. Southern Illinois ........ .. ............ ....... .. 275.67 
Scoring Offense {points per game) 
1. Grambling .. .. .... ......................... .. ....... 38 .92 
3. Western Illinois ............... .. .. .... .... .. ...... 36 .15 
6. Western Kentucky ......................... 252.87 8. Southern Illinois ..... .. ...... ............ .. ...... 34 .50 
18. McNeese State .. .. .. .......................... 207.20 16. McNeese State ........ ...... .. ...... .. .......... 31 .87 
22. Youngstown State .. ... ..... ....... ......... 197.18 
42 . Illinois State ................... .. ........ .... .. .. 164.00 
32. Western Kentucky ........................... 28.80 
71. Southwest Missouri State ....... .. .. .. .... 23 .18 
46 . Northern Iowa .............. ......... ........... 161 .73 74. Illinois State .... ... ................................ 22.64 
58 . Western Illinois .. ........... ...... .... ...... .... 153.08 81 . Florida International ........... .. ........... .. 21.91 
64 . Indiana State .. .................. .. ....... .. .... 144.58 89 . Northern Iowa ........ ............................ 20 .64 
71 . Southwest Missouri State .... ... .. ...... 135.27 90 . Youngstown State ............. ............ ... 19.55 
102. Florida International ........................ 105.82 95. Indiana State ..................................... 18.83 
Passing Offense (yards per game) 
1. Grambling ................ .... ... .. ..... .. ... .... ... 360 .7 
26. Western Illinois ................................... 243.0 
Rushing Defense (yards per game) 
1. Pennsylvania .............. ... .. .. ........... ....... 55.8 
21 . McNeese State ................. .. ...... .... .. ... 112.7 
53 . Northern Iowa ................................. ... 200.6 27. Western Kentucky ........................... 118.9 
55. Florida International .. .. .......... .. ..... ..... 199.2 38 . Youngstown State .. ......... .. .. ............. 128.5 
62 . Illinois State .. .. ... ....... ....... ......... .... .. .. . 186.4 62 . Western Illinois .. .... .. ........................... 153.9 
65 . Southwest Missouri State ... .. ... .. ... .. .. 185.0 72 . Northern Iowa .. ........ .. ..... .. .... ............. 168.7 
71 . McNeese State ............ .... .. ...... .... ...... 175.3 82 . Southwest Missouri State ............ .. ... 177.0 
91. Indiana State .............. .. ..... .. .... .. .. ...... 146.2 89. Indiana State .................. ...... .. .. .. ...... . 184.1 
108. Southern Illinois ......... .. .. ......... .. . 118.3 98 . Illinois State ........ ........ .. .. ................... 193.6 
110. Youngstown State .......... ...... .... .... .. .. 116.4 
111 . Western Kentucky ........................... 112.4 
102. Southern Illinois .... .. .. .. .. ..................... 197.4 
111 . Florida International ............ .. .. ......... . 213.9 
Passing Efficiency Offense (rating points) 
1. San Diego ................ .. ................ .... .. 158. 72 
2. Western Kentucky ......................... 154.94 
4 . Western Illinois .... .. .. .. ............. .. .... .. .. 152.82 
Passing Defense (yards per game) 
1. Robert Morris ...... .... .. .. ....................... 90 .90 
6. Florida International .......... .. .. .. .... .. .. 117.00 
1,8. Youngstown State .... ................... .. . 150.00 
16. Southern Illinois ............................. .. 137.75 25. Indiana State .... .......... .. .... .... .. .. .. ..... 154.50 
17. Florida International .. .......... .......... .. 136.94 30. Western Kentucky ......................... 160.27 
43. McNeese State .. .. .. .... .. ............ .. ...... 122.96 35. Southwest Missouri State .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 165.55 
57 . Southwest Missouri State .. .. .. .. ... .. .. 118.38 37. McNeese State .... ............................ 166.07 
66. Youngstown State ............ .. ........ .. .. 116.04 
77. Indiana State ...... .... .... ..... ................ 112.23 
38 . Illinois State .. ... .......... ........... .. ......... 166.09 
55. Northern Iowa ............................. .. .. . 181 .55 
89. Northern Iowa .................................. 105.83 56 . Western Illinois .. ........ ... .... ... .. ........... 183.31 
95 . Illinois State .............. .. .... .. .. .... ......... 103.39 81 . Southern Illinois ............................. .. 208.50 
Total Offense (yards per game) Pass Efficiency Defense (rating points) 
1. Jackson State .. ...... .. .. .... .. .. ...... .. ...... 485.45 1. Sacred Heart ..................................... 61 .03 
24. Western Illinois .... .. .. ......................... 396.08 16. McNeese State ........ .. .. .. ....... .. .. .... .. .. . 97 .16 
25. Southern Illinois .. .......... ..... .............. 393.92 31 . Florida International .............. .... ... .. . 104.53 
32 . McNeese State .. .. .. .. .. .. .................... 382.47 33. Western Kentucky ......................... 106.02 
50. Western Kentucky ......................... 365.27 35. Youngstown State .. .... ........ .. ........ .. 107.10 
53. Northern Iowa .. ........ .. .. .... ...... ....... ... 362.36 37 . Western Illinois ........................ .... ..... 107.22 
60 . Illinois State .. ................... .......... .. .... 350.36 53 . Northern Iowa ......................... .. .. .... . 112.13 
79. Southwest Missouri State ........ ....... 320.27 81 . Southwest Missouri State ............... 125.65 
81 . Youngstown State ............ .. .... ..... ... 313.55 
91 . Florida International .................. .. .... 305.00 
94. Illinois State ... .................................. 131.48 
97. Southern Illinois ............................... 134.17 
98 . Indiana State .... .... .... .. .... ...... .. ......... 290.75 104. Indiana State ................ .. .. ............ ... 137.62 
Net Punting (average per play) Total Defense (yards per game) 
1. Idaho State ............. ..... ............ .. ........ 42 . 71 1. Duquesne ................ ......... ............... 188.00 
2. Western Illinois .. .......... .. ............ ......... 41 .93 21 . Youngstown State ..... .... .. .. .. ........... 278.55 
10. Illinois State .......... .... .... .... ......... .. ...... 36 .89 22. McNeese State .................. .... .. .. .. .... 278.80 
11 . Southern Illinois ................................. 36 .83 23. Western Kentucky ......................... 279.20 
14. Northern Iowa ... .... ... .. ...... .. ...... .......... 36.51 50. Florida International .. ... .. .. ... .. .......... 330.91 
34. Western Kentucky ........................... 34.49 54. Western Illinois .... .. ................ .. .. ....... 337.23 
48. McNeese State .. .. .. .... ......... .... .. .. ....... 33.86 55. Indiana State ................................... 338.58 
53. Florida International ............ .. ............ 33.21 57. Southwest Missouri State ............... 342.55 
83 . Southwest Missouri State ................. 30.54 65. Northern Iowa ...... .. ......... .... .. .... ....... 350.27 
98 . Youngstown State ............. .......... .... . 29.00 
105. Indiana State ................. .. .................. 28.54 
76. Illinois State ..................................... 359.73 
1 O 1 . Southern Illinois ...... .... .. .. .... .. ........... 405. 92 
Punt Returns (yards per return) 
1. Hampton .............................. .. .... ..... .. . 17.77 
3. Southern Illinois .. ...... ... .... .. .. ............ .. 14.81 
Scoring Defense (points per game 
1. Duquesne ........ .. ............ .. ...................... 9.6 
11 . Western Kentucky ............................. 16.4 
20. Western Kentucky ........................... 12.96 22. McNeese State .................................... 18.2 
25. McNeese State ......... .. ....................... 11 .98 23. Youngstown State ....................... ....... 18.3 
34. Florida International ....................... ... 10.45 27. Western Illinois .......................... .. ......... 18.5 
Northern Iowa .. .. .. .......... .. ........... ....... 10.45 35. Florida International .. .......................... 20.7 
38. Southwest Missouri State ................. 10.32 53. Illinois State ............... .......................... 22 .7 
62 . Western Illinois ...... .... ..... .. .. ... ............... 8.78 71 . Northern Iowa .......... ............................ 26.0 
72 . Youngstown State ..................... .. ....... 8.28 
76. Illinois State ............ .. ...... .. .. ........ .. ....... 7.91 
76 . Indiana State ... .. ...... ..... .... ............ ... .... 26 .5 
78. Sou1hwest Missouri State ................... 26 .7 
108. Indiana State .. .. .. .. ............. .. .... ............ 6.17 98 . Southern Illinois ....... .. ......... .. .......... .. ... 30 .0 
Kickoff Returns (yards per return/ 
1. Portland State ................................... 25.22 
Turnover Margin f+I- per game) 
1. DaY1on .............................................. . +1 .92 
10. Southern Illinois ...... .. ......................... 22 .74 8. Western Kentucky ........................... +1.13 
14. McNeese State ............. .. .. .......... .. ... .. 22 .16 11 . Western Illinois ................ .. .... .. .... .. .. .. . + 1.00 
54 . Western lllinois ..... .......... ..... ...... ... ...... 19.78 12. Southern Illinois ...... .. .......... .. .. .. ......... +0.92 
55 . Indiana State ..... ......................... .. .. ... 19.68 26. McNeese State .............. ... .. .... .. ...... .. . +0.67 
62. Southwest Missouri State ..... .. ... .. .. .. . 19.29 40. Youngstown State ...................... .. .. .. +0.27 
64. Western Kentucky ........................... 19.24 
65. Florida International .. ............ .. .. .. ... ... 19.16 
49. Florida International .. ........................ +0.18 
59. Southwest Missouri State .. .. .... .. ......... 0.00 
68 . Northern Iowa .. ...... ...... .. ..... ... .. .. ....... . 19.03 95 . Indiana State ....... .. .. ...... .. .. ...... ..... ...... -0.50 
69. Illinois State ......... .. ............................ 18.92 106. Illinois State .. .. ..................... .. .... .. .. .. ... -0.73 
74. Youngstown State ........ .. .................. 18.78 117. Northern Iowa ......... ................. .. ......... -1 .09 
INDIVIDUAL 
(ranked among top 50) 
Rushing (yards per game) 
1. Jay Bailey, Austin Peay ................. 140.58 
5. P.J. Mays, YSU ................... .. .. .. ..... 116.73 
14. Quincy Washington. ILS ................. 105.27 
16. Adam Benge, UNI ............ ...... .. .. ..... 103.00 
19. Jon Frazier, WKU ........................... 102.4 7 
38. Rashad Smith. FIU ................ .. ... 87 .11 
41. Eddie Linscomb, SMS .... .. .... .. .. .. ...... . 84.22 
Passing Efficiency (rating points) 
1. Eric Rasmussen, San Diego ............ 164.2 
4. Russ Michna, WIU ... .. .................. .. .. .. 154.5 
16. JamieBurke, FIU .............. .. .... 141 .5 
45. Scott Pendarvis, McNeese ................ 124.8 
Total Offense (yards per game) 
1. Bruce Eugene, Grambling .. ....... .. .. .. . 386.0 
19. Russ Michna, WIU .................. ... .. ...... 243.6 
45. Julian Reese. INS ........ .. .. .................. 188.2 
Receptions per Game 
1 . Chas Gessner, Brown .... .. .. . 11 .40 
32. Stacy Coleman, WIU .. ... 5.38 
40. Marlus Mays, UNI.... .............. .. .... 4.91 
Receiving Yards per Game 
1. Tramon Douglas, Grambling . 142.00 
19. Marlus Mays, UNI .... .. .. ...... .. ... 90 .18 
25. Stacy Coleman, WIU .. .. ........ ............ 84.85 
33 . Cory McKinney, FIU ............. ...... ....... 80.91 
Interceptions (interceptions per game) 
1. Rashean Mathis , Bethune-Ckmn ........ 1.08 
12. Rod Gulley, McNeese ................ .. .. .. ... 0.60 
31 . Nick Turnbull , FIU ...................... .......... 0.45 
Punting (average per kick/ 
1. Mark Gould, Northern Arizona .......... 48 .18 
2. Mike Scifres, WIU .... .......... ................. 48.02 
7. Derrick Frost, UNI ....... .................. ... .. . 43 .61 
28. Brian Claybourn, WKU ..................... 39.60 
30. Troy Maske!, ILS .......... ...... ................ 39.44 
31 . Scott Everhart. SIU ........ ................... 39.33 
Punt Returns (average per return/ 
1. Zuriel Smith, Hampton .......... .... ......... 18.52 
7. Antonio Veals, WKU ......................... 14.67 
11 . Justin George. SIU . .. .............. 13.86 
27. B.J. Sams, McNeese ....... .. ............. .. . 11.49 
33. Ben Sanderson, UNI ............... .. .... .. .. 10.45 
Kickoff Returns (average per return/ 
1. Corey Alexander, Texas Southern ... 32.37 
16. Soso Dede, INS ................ .. .............. 25.50 
39 . Anthony Sullivan. SMS ......... .. ........ .. 23.46 
45. Ben Sanderson, UNI ............ .. ........... 22 .82 
Field Goals (field goals made per game/ 
1. Mackenzie Hoambrecker, UNI ............ . 2.27 
2. Justin Langan, WIU .......... .. ................. 1.54 
7. Stephen Carroll, ILS ........... .. ... .. .. ........ 1.30 
14. Peter Martinez, WKU .......................... 1.20 
31 . John Marino, McNeese ........... .. .......... 0.93 
Scoring (points per game/ 
1. two players .......... .. ............................. 12.00 
8. Justin Langan, WIU .. .. ..... .. .................. 8.92 
11 . Mackenzie Hoambrecker, UNI ............. 8.45 
31 . P.J. Mays, YSU .. .... .. ............. .... .......... 7.09 
41 . Stephen Carroll , ILS ......... .... ............... 6. 90 
42. Peter Martinez, WKU .................. ........ 6.87 
All-Purpose Running (yards per game) 
1. Stephan Lewis, New Hampshire ..... 202.64 
22. P.J. Mays, YSU ........ .. .. .. ............ .. ... 134.18 
28. Jon Frazier, WKU ........................... 129.53 
33. B.J. Sams, McNeese .. .... ....... ......... . 124.00 












Russ Michna, J r. , WIU 
Mo Abdulqaadir, Jr. , SIU 
PJ Mays, Sr. , YSU 
s·t~cy Coleman, Sr. , WIU 
Marius Mays, Jr. , UNI 
RJ. Luke, Sr. , WIU 
Buster Ashley, Sr., WKU 
Crockell Ladd, Sr. , SMS 
Fred Layne, So, WIU 
Chris Price, Sr., WKU 
Chad Se11erstrom , Sr. , UNI 
MacKenzie Hoambrecker, Sr., UNI 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
J onathan Frier:id, Sr. , ILS 
Richard Harns, Sr., INS 
Mike O 'Brien, Jr. , WIU 
Patrick Reynolds, Sr., WKU 
Sherrod Coates, Sr., LB, WKU 
Boome r Girgsby, So., ILS 
Dietrich Lapsley, Sr. , INS 
Lee Russe ll , Jr., WIU 
Victor Campbell , Jr. , WIU 
Jeremy Chander, Jr., WKU 
Alexis Moreland , So., SIU 
Antonio Veals, Jr. , WKU 
Mike Scifres, Sr. , WIU 
Soso Dede, Sr. , INS 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Julian Reese, Sr. , INS 
RB Adam Benge, Sr. , UNI 
Jon Frazier, Sr., WKU 
WR \'ito Golson , Sr. , ILS 
J\fark Marcos, Sr, Sl\!S 
TE Rvan King, Jr., INS 
OL E~ic Bowman, Sr. , INS 
Stafford DaYis, Fr. , ILS 
Mike Fritzler, Sr., SIU 
Nick Robert s, Jr. YSU 
Daniel Withrow, Jr. , WKU 
PK Justin Langan, So., \\'JU 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Brian Ceaser, Sr., WIU 
Guy Mazard , Sr., YSU 
Ma'it Mitchell , Jr., UNI 
Rav Robinson, Jr., ILS 
LB Erik Dandy, Jr., WKU 
Jonathan Harre ll , Jr., UNI 
Darryl Robinson , .Jr., SMS 
Jon Tekac, Sr. , YSlJ 
DB Anthonv Barone, Sr., YSU 
Justin Sandy, J r., UNI 
Darryl Warren, Jr. , SMS 
TraYis Washington, _Jr. , WIU 
p Derrick Frost, Sr. , UNI 
RS Reggie Gray, Fr., WIU 
HONORABLE MENTION; ILS: RB Quincy 
Washin on PK Stephen Carroll , D~/ RS Dennis 
Butler; ~NS: OL Mark Phillips, DE Kyle Mnchell , 
DB C!ythel Branson; UNI: DT Robert H.amre, 
SS Jarvis Phillips, RS Ben Sanderson; SIU. <;lB 
Joel Sambursky V1'R Courtney Abbo11, OL B~an 
Akins· SMS: 'RB Eddie Linscomb, FB Nat an 
Schur'man, FS Colin Johnso_n;_ WIULBOi: Jam1t 
Renni ck, LB J aso n McWilhams, . rnPK 
Middlebrook; WKU: QB Jason Michae , . 
Peter Martinez, LB Jon Dnurunond, P Bnan 
Claybourn; YSU: WR/RS JeraI~ Burley, TE 
John Schumacher, SS Russe ll Stuva.rnts. 
Gateway All-Newcomer Team 
(WKU selections only) 
OFFENSE 
FB J eremi J ohnson, Sr. 
WR Casey Rooney, Jr. 
GatewayA/1-Academic Team 
(WKU selections only) 
FIRST-TEAM 
SS Brian Lowder, Jr. 
QB J ason Michael , Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM 
PK Peter Martinez, Sr. 
HONORABLE MENTION 
OLB Jon Drummond, Sr. 
OL Derek Forste r, Sr. 
«::======w~e=st=e=rn===;Am~ o====n====g~Th~e~G~a~te~w~a~y~Le~a~d~er~s====-~,l 
' , INDIVIDUAL TEAM 
Rushing Offense (yards per game} 
1 Southern Illinois ............... ........... 275·7 
2: Western Kentucky •·················· 252·9 
Passing Offense (yards per game} 
1 Western Illinois ............ ... ............ 243·0 8: western Kentucky ................... 112·4 
Pass Efficiency Offense (rating points} 
1. Western Kentucky•·················· 155·0 
2. Western Illinois ........................... 152·8 
Total Offense (yards per game} 
1. Western Illinois ..... ...................... 396·
3
1 
3. Western Kentucky •·················· 365· 
Net Punting (average per play} 
1 Western Illinois ... .............. .. ... ...... . 41 ·9 
5: western Kentucky ••••••.•............. 34·5 
Punt Returns (yards per return} 
1 Southern Illinois ..... .. ..... ........ ........ 14·8 
2: Western Kentucky •···················· 13·0 
Kickoff Returns (yards per return) 
1. Southern Illinois ......................... ... 22·~ 
5. Western Kentucky ..................... 19· 
Scoring Offense (points per game} 
1 Western Illinois .. .................. ......... 36·2 
3: western Kentucky ..................... 28·8 
Rushing Defense (yards per game) 
1 Western Kentucky •·················· 118·9 
• 128 5 2. Youngstown State ......... .... ..... .... · 
Passing Defense (yards per game) 
1 Youngstown State .. .. ................ .. 150·0 
3: western Kentucky •·················· 160·3 
Pass Efficiency Defense /rating points) 
1. western Kentucky •·················· 1 g~·~ 
2. Youngstown State •·············· ....... 1 · 
Total Defense (yards per game) 
1 Youngstown State .. .. ................ .. 278·5 
2: Western Kentucky •·················· 279·2 
Scoring Defense (points per game) 
1. western Kentucky ..................... 1 :·~ 
2. Youngstown State ............. ..... ...... 1 · 
Turnover Margin (+/-) 
1. Western Kentucky ................... + 1 · 13 
2. Western Illinois .. ......................... + 1 ·00 
Rushing (yards per game) 
1 Mo Abdulqaadir, SIU .................. 166.4 
5: Jon Frazier, WKU ..................... 102•5 
Passing (yards per game) 
1. Russ Michna, WIU ...... ............... 23~·~ 
6. Jason Michael, WKU •··············· 11 · 
Pass Efficiency (rating points) 
1. Jason Michael, WKU ................ 157·1 
2. Russ Kichna, WIU ..... ................. 154·5 
Total Offense (yards per game) 
1 Russ Michna WIU .......... .. ......... 243·6 
6: Jason Mich~I, WKU ················ 153·5 
Receptions per Game 
8 1. Stacy Coleman, WIU .................... 5·3 
no Hilltoppers ranked 
Receiving Yards per Game 
1. Marius Mays, UNI ...... ...... .. .. ........ !0·~ 
8• Casey Rooney, WKU •················ O. 
Interceptions (Interceptions per game) 
1 three players with .. ............. .. ........ o.35 
4: Jeremy Chandler, WKU ............. o.33 
10. Antonio Veals, WKU •················· 0·25 
Punting (average per kick) 





6 3. Brian Claybourn, WKU ·············· · 
Punt Returns (average per return) 
1. Antonio Veals, WKU •················· 14·7 
2. Justin George, SIU ... .. ... ......... .. .. . 13·9 
5. Shannon Hayes, WKU ................. 8.9 
Ki~~0~0~~t~~~, f ~~e~~~~ .. ~~~ .. ~~t~~~ J 25. 5 
a. Jon Frazier, WKU ....................... 20·5 
Field Goals (field goals made per game) 
1. Mackenzie Hoambrecker, UNI .... 2.27 
4. Peter Martinez, WKU •················· 1 ·20 
Scoring (points per game} 
1. Mo Abdulqaadir, SIU ... .. ..... .. ........ 16·~ 
6. Peter Martinez, WKU •··················· :·
6 7• Jason Michael, WKU ·••••·•••··········· _ · 
All-Purpose Runni~q (yards per game) 
4 1. Mo Abdulqaadir, SIU ............. ..... 17; ·
5 3. Jon Frazier, WKU ••.•••••••.......•..• 12 · 












WKU Opponents at K-State - 2 trips, 0 TDs, 1 FG, 50% score 
66 42 vs. KSU - 6 trips, 4 TDs, 2 FGs, 1f0% score 
40 27 WIU - 2 trips O TDs, 0 FGs, 0 1/o score 
13 6 vs. . ' 1 TD 2 FGs 75% score 60 6 64.3 vs. YSU - 4 tnps, . 1'TD 2 FGs 100% score 
· 78 6 at McNeese - 3 tnps, , ' 
80.3 · t UNI _ 6 trips, 3.TDs, 1 FG, 67% score 
a . 6 TDs o FGs 86% score 4 2 vs. FIU - 7 tnps, TD , 1 FG , 100% score 
2 at SMS - 4 tnps, 3 S, , 
0 1 INS 4 trips 2 TDs O FGs, 50 1/o score 
3 3 vs. ILS - 4 trips , O TDs , 2 FGs, 50% score 
2 
1 
~~·SIU..=-4 trips,' 4 TDs.' o FGs, 100% ;core 
3 1 vs MSU - 7 trips, 7 TDs, 0 FGs, 100 1/o score 
t WIU - 5 trips 2 TDs, 1 FG, 60% score 
a • ' 4 TDs o FGs 100% score at GSU - 4 tnps, . 3• TDs 1 FG 100% score vs. McNeese - 4 tnps, , ' 
/ 
I! The 2002 Hilltoppers 
\~ TEAM SUPERLATIVES The 2002 Hilltoppe.:.S]J 
Team Highs WKU Hilltoppers 
Points ...... ... ........... ... .... .......... 59 vs. Murray State, 11/30 
TDs Scored ............. ... .. ......... 8 vs. Murray State, 11/30 
First Downs ..... .... .... .............. 28 vs. Florida International, 10/12 
Rush ........... .... ... .............. 23 vs. Florida international, 10/12 
Pass ............. ... ..... ............ 8 at Georgia Southern, 12/14 
Penalty ...... ........... .... ...... .. 2 at Northern Iowa, 10/5 
2 vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 
2 vs. Kentucky State, 9!7 
Rush Attempts ............ ... ........ 65 vs. Florida International, 10/12 (400 yds) 
Rush Yards ... ....................... . 400 vs. Florida International, 10/12 (65 atts) 
Pass Attempts ................. .... .. 23 vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 (23-15-0 I 171 yds) 
Pass Completions ... ... ...... ..... 15 vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 (23·15-0 / 171 yds) 
Pass Yards ................... ....... .. 185 vs. McNeese State, 12/20 (10-6-0) 
Offensive Plays ............. .. ..... . 75 at Georgia Southern, 12/14 (352 yds) 
75 at Western Illinois, 12/7 (343 yds) 
75 vs. Florida International, 10/12 (497 yds) 
Yards ............................... .... .. 525 vs. Kentucky State, 9!7 (74 plays) 
Average Gain/Play .. .. .. ... ....... 8.2 at Southern Illinois, 11/16 (478 yds / 58 plays) 
Penalties ................................ 11 vs. Indiana State, 10/26 (84 yds) 
11 vs. Kentucky State, 9!7 (100 yds) 
Penalty Yards .. .. ...... ..... ....... .. 100 vs. Kentucky State, 9!7 (11 pens) 
Fumbles Lost ....... ....... ........... 3 vs. Indiana State, 10/26 
3 vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 
3rd Down Conversions ......... 66.7% (8-12) vs. Murray State, 11/30 
Possession Time .... .... ..... ...... 38:32 at Georgia Southern , 12/14 
Team Lows WKU Hilitoppers 
Points ... .. ........................ .. ...... O vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 
TDs Scored .. .. .... ...... ............. O vs. Illinois State, 11/2 
O vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 
Oat Kansas State, 8/31 
First Downs ....... ...... .. ............ 12 at Kansas State, 8/31 
Rush ............ ... .. ....... .. .... .. 7 vs. McNeese State, 12/20 
7 at Kansas State, 8/31 
Pass ... ...... .. .. .. .. ... .. ....... .... 2 at Southern Illinois , 11 /16 
2 vs . Illinois State, 11/2 
Penalty ............................. O vs. McNeese State, 12/20 
Oat Georgia Southern, 12/14 
Oat Western Illinois, 12/7 
O vs. Murray State, 11/30 
0 at Southern Illinois, 11 /16 
O vs. Indiana State, 10/26 
O vs . Youngstown State, 9/21 
Rush Attempts ................ ....... 42 vs . Western Illinois, 9/14 (154 yds) 
Rush Yards ......... ...... ............ 11 o at Kansas State, 8/31 (47 atts) 
Pass Attempts ........ ........ ..... .. 5 at Southern Illinois, 11/16 (5-3-0 / 88 yds) 
Pass Completions .... .. ....... .. .. 3 at Southern Illinois, 11/16 (5-3-0 / 88 yds) 
3 vs . Illinois State, 11/2 (8-3-0 In yds) 
Pass Yards .. .. ... ..... ... ....... .... .. 60 at McNeese State, 9/28 (10-6-1) 
Offensive Plays ........ .. ........... 58 at Southern Illinois, 11/16 (478 yds) 
58 at McNeese State, 9/28 (230 yds) 
Yards ...... .. ..... ... .... ... ...... ..... .. . 183 at Kansas State, 8/31 (59 plays) 
Average Gain/Play .. ..... ......... 3.1 at Kansas State, 8/31 (183 yds / 59 plays) 
Penalties .................. ... ........... 3 at Southern Illinois, 11/16 (25 yds) 
Penalty Yards ...... .................. 24 at Kansas State, 8/31 (4 pens) 
Fumbles Lost.. ...... .......... ....... O at Georgia Southern, 12/14 
0 at Western Illinois, 12/7 
O vs. Murray State, 11/30 
o vs. Illinois State, 11/2 
Oat Southwest Missouri State, 10/19 
O at McNeese State, 9/28 
O vs. Youngstown State, 9/21 
O vs. Kentucky State, 9!7 
0 at Kansas State, 8/31 
3rd Down Conversions ........ . 17.6% (3-17) vs. Illinois State, 11/2 
Possession Time .. .. ............ ... 28:14 at Southern Illinois, 11/16 
Opponents 
48 by Kansas State, 8/31 
6 by Kansas State, 8/31 
26 by McNeese State, 12/20 
14 by Kansas State, 8/31 
16 by McNeese State, 12/20 
3 by Western Illinois, 12/7 
3 by McNeese State, 9/28 
58 by Southern Illinois , 11 /16 (237 yds) 
237 by Southern Illinois, 11 /16 (58 atts) 
48 by McNeese State, 12/20 (48·25-3 I 268 yds) 
25 by McNeese State, 12/20 (48-25-3 I 268 yds) 
347 by Western Illinois, 12/7 (33·17-0) 
82 by McNeese State, 12/20 (405 yds) 
412 by Western Illinois, 12/7 (64 plays) 
6.5 by McNeese State, 9/28 (391 yds / 60 plays) 
14 by Western Illinois, 9/14 (109 yds) 
112 by Kentucky State, 9!7 (11 pens) 
3 by Indiana State, 10/26 
60.0% (6-10) by McNeese State, 9/28 
31 :46 by Southern Illinois, 11/16 
Opponents 
Oby Illinois State, 11/2 
O by Kentucky State, 9!7 
o by Illinois State, 11/2 
O by Kentucky State, 9!7 
5 by Kentucky State, 9!7 
1 by Florida International, 10/12 
1 by Kentucky State, 9!7 
2 by Kentucky State, 9!7 
Oby Georgia Southern, 12/14 
O by Southern Illinois, 11 /16 
Oby Indiana State, 10/26 
O by Southwest Missouri State, 10/19 
26 by Florida International, 10/12 (-7 yds) 
26 by Kentucky State, 9!7 (O yds) 
-7 by Florida International, 10/12 (26 atts) 
8 by Southern Illinois, 11/16 (8-3-1 / 43 yds) 
3 by Southern Illinois, 11/16 (8-3-1 / 43 yds) 
43 by Southern Illinois, 11 /16 (8-3-1) 
47 by Florida International, 10/12 (65 yds) 
65 by Florida International, 10/12 (47 plays) 
1.4 by Florida International, 10/12 (65 yds / 47 plays) 
1 by Georgia Southern, 12/14 (5 yds) 
5 by Georgia Southern, 12/14 (1 pen) 
O by McNeese State, 12/20 
O by Southern Illinois, 11/16 
Oby Illinois State, 11/2 
o by McNeese State, 9/28 
0 by Kansas State, 8/31 
7.7% (1-13) by Illinois State, 11 /2 
21 :28 by Georgia Southern , 12/14 
/ 
Passing Tot Off 
First Downs Rushing Fum-Lost 
Att-Com-lnt-Yds I TD-Lg Att-Yds 
Total I Ru-Pa-Pe Att-Yds I TD-Lg 1-0 Team 12-7-2-73 I 0-24 59-183 
#18 WK U ······ ······· ·········· ·· 12 / 7-4-1 
47-110 / 0-29 
65-407 2-0 
at Kansas State ........ .... ... . 23114•7•2 
51-235 / 5-43 14-9-0-172 I 0-46 
74-525 2-0 11 -8-0-168 / 0-46 
at#22WKU ···· ·······"'······· 24/15-7-2 
63-357 / 6-56 
49-107 1-1 
Kentucky State .... . • .... ···· ····· 5 1 1 •2•2 
26-0 / 0-14 23-10-2-107 I 0-31 
65-325 6-3 
al #21 WK U ·· ·······• ·'"· ······ 19 / 10-7-2 
42-154 / 0-13 23-15-0-171 / 0-30 
22-14-0-214 I 1-32 61-383 
1-1 
Western Illinois ... ... ......... .. 19 1 6• 11 •2 
39-169 / 1-35 
61 -283 4-0 
at W K U ... .. ....... ...... ..... .... 13 / 10-3-0 50-213 / 1-24 
11-7-0-70 I 0-29 
63-268 4-1 
#11 Youngstown St. •· ········ 15 I 6•8•1 
41-83 / 1-15 22-10-2-185 I 0-39 
58-230 1-0 
#23 W K U ...... .......... .. ..... .. 13 / 8-4-1 48-170 / 1-14 
10-6-1-60 I 0-15 
16-13-1-203 / 1-40 60-391 
2-0 
at #2 McNeese State .. ... ••· 22 I 8-11 •3 44-188 / 3-19 
72-404 2-2 
#25 WKU ............. ..... ...... 20 / 11-7-2 
57-254 I 3-47 15-10-1-150 I 0-53 2-2 
38-108 / 1-24 31-13-1-181 / 0-41 
69-289 
at #6 Northern Iowa ... ..... ... 16 / 8·7•1 
75-497 2-2 
al W K U ... ..... .... .... .... ... .. .. 28 / 23-4-1 65-400 I 6-37 
10-6-1-97 / 1-34 
47-65 2-1 
Florida International .. ..... • ···· 7 1 1 •4•2 
26-(-7) / 0-20 21-7-4-72 I 1-22 
73-404 0-0 
#25 W K U ... ..... .... ... ..... .... 22 / 17-4-1 63-312 / 3-21 
10-5-1-92 / 1-40 
63-225 2-1 
at SMS ····· ··· ·· ······· ..... ... ... ... 11 / 4-7-0 
29-34 / 1-20 34-15-1-191 / 0-40 
63-310 4-3 7-5-0-88 I 2-36 
at #23 W K U ···· ···· .. ...... .... 14 / 10-4-0 
56-222 / 1-13 
48-198 3-3 
Indiana State ...... .. .... .. ...... .. 10 17-3-o 35-144 / 1-42 
13-7-2-54 I 0-14 
69-336 3-0 
at #21 WK U ··· ··· ·· ·· ····· •·· ·· 15 / 12-2-1 
61-259 / 0-44 8-3-0-n I 0-47 1-0 
27-62 / 0-23 21-8-1-58 / 0-18 
.48-120 
#25 Illinois State ...... .. . •······ ·· 7 1 3•3• 1 
58-478 2-1 
#13 WKU .. ... .. ..... ... ....... .. 18/16-2-0 
53-390 / 6-61 5-3-0-88 / 1-67 3-0 
58-237 / 1-47 8-3-1-43 / 0-20 
66-280 
at Southern Illinois ... • •· • ··· ·· 14 1 12•2•0 
59-429 1-0 
al #15 W K U ·· ······· ···· ····· .. 17 / 14-3-0 
52-350 / 5-58 7-5-0-79 I 2-44 
62-252 2-1 
#23 Murray State .···· ·· .. •· ····· 15 I 5•8·2 
38-103 / 1-14 24-14-2-149 I 2-29 
75-343 0-0 
#15 W K U .... ..... .......... ..... 18 / 13-5-0 
61-204 / 2-19 14-6-0-139 I 1-44 
33-17-0-347 / 1-75 64-412 
4-2 
at #2 Western Illinois .. ... ... 17 1 4•10•3 
31-65 / 3-30 
75-352 1-0 
#15 WK U ··· ····· ····· ············ 17 / 9-8-0 
60-203 I 4-20 15-9-0-149 I 0-38 3-2 
43-226 / 2-31 18-9-0-160 I 2-47 
61-386 
at #3 Georgia Southern .... 19 / 12· 7-0 
60-380 1-1 
#15 W K U ····· ·· ··· ··· ············ 13 / 7-6-0 
50-195 / 3-55 10-6-0-185 I 1-54 
82-405 2-0 
vs . #1 McNeese State ... ... 26 / 8-16•2 




11 -100 2-40.0 















5-34 7-45 .3 
4-39 11 -41 .3 
3-25 1-13.0 
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i ( The 2002 Hilltoppers INDIVIDUAL SUPERLATIVES - The 2002 Hilltoppers 
\\ 
Category WKU Hilltoppers 
Long Rush ...... .. ..... .. 61-TD- Jeremi Johnson at Southern Illinois, 11/16 
Long Pass ... ....... ..... 67-TD - Jason Michael to Casey Rooney at Southern Ill., 11/16 
Long Punt ... .. ........... 66 - Brian Claybourn at Kansas State, 8/31 
Long Punt Return .... 86-TD - Antonio Veals vs . Murray State, 10/30 
Long KO Return ... ... 33 - Jon Frazier vs . McNeese State, 12/20 
33 - Jon Frazier at Kansas State, 8/31 
Long Pass Int. Rel ... 37 - Antonio Veals at Southern Illinois, 11/16 
Long Fumble Rel ... .. 48-TD - Carl Birts at Western Illinois, 12/7 
Long FG ..... ... ......... . 49 - Peter Martinez at Georgia Southern, 12/14 
Long FG Att ... ....... ... 54 - Peter Martinez vs. Murray State, 11/30 (no good) 
Rush Yards ... ......... . 179 - Jon Frazier at Southern Illinois, 11/16 (23 atts) 
Rush Attempts ....... .. 31 - Jon Frazier at Southwest Missouri State, 10/19 (172 yds) 
Pass Yards .. .. .... ..... . 185 - Jason Michael vs. McNeese State, 12/20 (10-6-0) 
Pass Attempts ... ...... 23 - Jason Michael vs. Western Ill. , 9/14 (23-15-0 / 171 yds) 
Pass Comps ............ 15 - Jason Michael vs . Western Ill., 9/14 (23-15-0 / 171 yds) 
Receiving Yards ...... 92 - Jerome Reaves at Northern Iowa, 10/5 (4 catches) 
Receptions ...... .. .. .. .. 4 - Jerome Reaves at Northern Iowa, 10/5 (92 yds) 
4 - Jeremi Johnson vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 (37 yds) 
4 - Shannon Hayes vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 (35 yds) 
Punts .. .. .... ........ ... .. ... 7 - Brian Claybourn at Georgia Southern, 12/14 (37.4 avg) 
7 - Brian Claybourn vs. Illinois State, 11/2 (45 .3 avg) 
7 - Brian Claybourn vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 (39.3 avg) 
Punt Average .......... . 49.6 - Brian Claybourn at Kansas St., 8/31 (5 punts, 248 yds) 
Punt Returns ....... .... 5 - Antonio Veals vs. Illinois State, 11/2 (32 yds) 
5 - Shannon Hayes vs . Youngstown State, 9/21 (51 yds) 
Punt Return Yards 112 - Antonio Veals vs. Murray State, 10/30 (2 rets) 
Kickoff Returns ....... . 4 - Shannon Hayes at McNeese State, 9/28 (61 yds) 
4 - Jon Frazier at Kansas State, 8/31 (98 yds) 
Kickoff Rel. Yards ... 98 - Jon Frazier at Kansas State, 8/31 (4 rets) 
Total Offense Atts ... 41 - Jason Michael vs. Western Illinois, 9/14 (242 yds) 
Total Offense Yds ... 259 - Jason Michael vs. Kentucky State, 9/7 (21 atts) 
All-Purpose Yds 271 - Jon Frazier vs . McNeese State, 12/20 (159 rush, 
(54 rec, 58 kick ret) . 
Points Scored ... ...... . 18 - Maurice Bradley vs. Murray State, 11/30 (3 rush) 
18 - Jason Michael vs. Florida International , 10/12 (3 rush) 
Mllftary Science Leadership Award 
Opponents 
47 - Brandon Robinson, Southern Illinois, 11 /16 
75-TD - Russ Michna to Stacy Coleman, Western 111., 12/7 
62 - Mike Scifres, Western Illinois, 9/14 
59-TD - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 
35 - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 
73-TD - Bobby Walker, Kansas State, 8/31 
41 - James Knapp, Florida International , 10/12 
39 - John Marino, McNeese State, 9/28 
61 - Mike Scifres, Western Illinois, 12/7 (no good) 
135 - Darren Sproles, Kansas State, 8/31 (19 atts) 
29 - P.J. Mays, Youngstown State, 9/21 (92 yds) 
347 - Russ Michna, Western Illinois, 12/7 (33-17-0) 
38 - Scott Pendarvis, McNeese St. , 12/20 (38-21 -1 / 244 yds) 
21 - Scott Pandarvis, McNeese St., 12/20 (38-21 -1 / 244 yds) 
142 - Stacy Coleman, Western Illinois, 12/7 (8 catches) 
8 - Stacy Coleman, Western Illinois, 12/7 (142 yds) 
8 - Deandre Green, Murray State, 11/30 (127 yds) 
11 - Troy Maskel, Illinois State, 11/2 (41 .3 avg) 
52.0 - Derrick Frost, Northern Iowa, 10/5 (7 punts, 364 yds) 
4 - Reggie Gray, Western Illinois, 12/7 (19 yds) 
89 - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 (2 rets) 
5 - Reggie Gray, Western Illinois, 12/7 (91 yds) 
108 - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 (4 rets) 
42 - Scott Pendarvis, McNeese State, 12/20 (240 yds) 
42 - Michael White, Southwest Missouri State, 10/19 (153 yds) 
331 - Russ Michna, Western Illinois, 12/7 (40 atts) 
316 - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 (8 rush, 111 rec, 
108 kick rel, 89 punt ret) 
12 - Russ Michna, Western Illinois, 12/7 (2 rush) 
12 - Vick King, McNeese State, 9/28 (2 rush) 
12 - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 (1 rec, 1 punt ret) 
12 - Ayo Saba, Kansas State, 8/31 (2 rush) 
Coaches' Awards 
Offense Defense Special Teams 
at Kansas State ..... ......... ... Buster Ashley, OL 
Kentucky State ....... ... .. ..... Jason Michael, QB 
Western Illinois .... ............... Antonio Veals, FS 
#11 Youngstown St. .. ... Sherrod Coates, OLB 
at #2 McNeese State .... ......... . Chris Price, OL 
at #6 Northern Iowa .... ....... Derek Forster, OL 
Florida International .............. . Erik Dandy, ILB 
at SMS .... ..... ................. ... ...... Jon Frazier, RB 
Indiana State ... ....... ..... .. Patrick Reynolds, DL 
#25 Illinois State ... .. ..... ...... .. Arthur Wilson, DL 
at Southern Illinois ..... .. . Jon Drummond, OLB 
at Kansas State .. .. .. Maurice Bradley, RB Patrick Reynolds, DL 
Kentucky State ........... Jon Frazier, RB 
Western Illinois ... .... Casey Rooney, WR 
#11 Youngstown St. ... Chris Price, OL 
at #2 McNeese State ... ..... Rooney 
at #6 No. Iowa ........ Jeremi Johnson, FB 
Florida International ........... Frazier 
at SMS ....... ... ........... Jason Michael, QB 
Indiana State ... ........ Joe Washington, OL 
#25 Illinois State ...... ... Je. Johnson, FB 
at Southern Illinois ... .. .... ... . Frazier 
#23 Murray State ..... .... .. Je. Johnson 
at #2 Western Illinois .... ... .. Michael 
Chad Kincaid, DL 
Charles Thompson, ILB 
Erik Dandy, ILB 
Jon Drummond, OLB 
Thompson 




Karl Maslowski, ILB 
Thompson 
Maslowski 
Jeremy Chandler, CB 
Peter Martinez, PK 
Corey Shaw, DULS 
Karl Maslowski , ILB 
Shannon Hayes, WR 
Maslowski 
Andrew Glover, SS 
Getty Cavitt, ILB 
Antonio Veals, FS 
Brian Claybourn, P 
Carl Birts , CB 
Veals 
Sherrod Coates, OLB 
r,:.====== ============ ============ ======== ==== =======:-, 
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Rushing 
(Att- Yds I TD-Lg) 
at Kansas State ....... Maurice Bradley (19-64 I 0-22) 
Kentucky State .......... . Jon Frazier (11-102 / 2-56) 
Western Illinois .......... Jason Michael (18-71 / 0-13) 
#11 Youngstown St. .... ... Frazier (18-112 / 0-24) 
at #2 McNeese ............... . Frazier (19-69 I 0-14) 
at #6 Northern Iowa ...... .... Frazier (22-80 / 1-9) 
Florida International ........ Frazier (15126 / 1-37) 
atSMS ........... .. ............... Frazier (31 -172 / 1-18) 
Indiana State ........ ......... ... Frazier (18-99 I 0-13) 
#25 Illinois State .. .. .. ........ Frazier (30-119 / 0-14) 
at Southern Illinois .......... Frazier (23-179 / 2-46) 
#23 Murray St. ........ Jeremi Johnson (12-160 / 1-58) 
at #2 Western Illinois ...... Frazier (30-128 / 0-19) 
at #3 Ga. Southern ......... Frazier (28-103 / 2-20) 
vs . #1 McNeese State .... Frazier (27-159 / 2-55) 
/ 
Passing 
{Att-Com-lnt-Yds I TD-Lg) 
Jason Michael (11-7-1 -73 / 0-24) 
Michael (10-8-0-168 / 0-46) 
Michael (23-15-0-171 / 0-30) 
Michael (11-7-0-70 / 0-29) 
Michael (10-6-1-60 / 0-15) 
Michael ( 15-10-1-150 / 0-53) 
Michael ( 10-6-1-97 / 1-34) 
Michael (10-5-1-92 / 1-40) 
Michael (7-5-0-88 / 2-36 
Michael (7-2-0-52 / 0-47) 
Michael (5-3-0-88 / 1-67) 
Michael (7-5-0-79 / 2-44) 
Michael (14-6-0-139 / 1-44) 
Michael (15-9-0-149 I 0-38) 
Michael (10-6-0-185 / 1-54) 
Receiving 
(Catch- Yds I TO-Lg! 
Casey Rooney (2-28 / 0-24) 
Shannon Hayes (2-15 / 0-8) 
Jeremi Johnson (2-8 / 0-5) 
Rooney (3-75 I 0-36) 
Johnson (4-37 I 0-16) 
Hayes (4-35 / 0-26) 
Hayes (3-19 / 0-11) 
Rooney (3-39 / 0-15) 
Jerome Reaves (4-92 / 0-53) 
Je. Johnson (2-45 / 0-34) 
Rooney (2-14 I 0-8) 
Reaves (2-51 I 1-40) 
Rooney (2-44 I 1-28) 
Je. Johnson (2-39 I 1-36) 
Reaves (1-47 / 0-47) 
Rooney (1-25 / 0-25) 
Hayes (1 -5 / 0-5) 
Rooney (3-88 I 1-67) 
Reaves (3-62 / 1-44) 
Rooney (3-76 / 0-39) 
Rooney (3-90 I 0-38) 
Hayes (3-25 I 0-10) 
Je. Johnson (3-90 I 1-49) 
Tackles 
(UT-AT I Toti 
Brian Lowder (9-3 / 12) 
Erik Dandy (5-9 / 14) 
Dandy (10-4 I 14) 
Dandy (13-5 / 18) 
Dandy (8-6 / 14) 
C. Thompson (7-8 / 15) 
Dandy (7-3 I 10) 
Thompson (8-6 / 14) 
Sherrod Coates (12-2 I 14) 
Thompson (7-4 / 11) 
Karl Maslowski ( 11-8 / 19) 
Thompson (6-7 I 13) 
Thompson (6-3 I 9) 
Lowder (8-0 I 8) 
Maslowski (7-1 I 8) 
Antonio Veals (5-3 / 8) 
. Lowder (6-6 / 12) 
rr The 2002 Hilltoppers - Game-by-Game Starters ~ 
' Offense 
Opponent WR LT LG C RG RT TE WRITE OB FB RB 
at Kansas State .... Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Reaves Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
Kentucky State ... .. Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders McMiller Michael Je. Johnson Bradley 
Western Illinois ..... Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Crockett Rooney Michael Je . Johnson Frazier 
#11 YSU ................ Hayes Washington Price Withrow Gervais Ashley Sanders Rooney Michael Je . Johnson Frazier 
at #2 McNeese ..... Hayes Washington Price Withrow Gervais Ashley Crockett Rooney Michael Je . Johnson Frazier 
at #6 No. Iowa ...... Hayes Washington Price Withrow Gervais Ashley Crockett Rooney Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
Fla. lnt'I ................. Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Crockett Sanders Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
at SMS .. ................ Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Rooney Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
Indiana State ...... .. Reaves Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Rooney Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
#25 Illinois State .. Reaves Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Rooney Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
at Southern Ill ...... Rooney Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Rogers Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
#23 Murray State .. Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Reaves Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
at #2 Western Ill. .. Hayes Washington Price Withrow Forster Ashley Sanders Reaves Michael Je . Johnson Frazier 
at #3 GSU ... ... .. ..... Hayes Washington Price Ravellette Gervais Withrow Sanders Reaves Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
vs. #1 McNeese ... Hayes Washington Price Ravellette Gervais Withrow Sanders Rooney Michael Je. Johnson Frazier 
Defense 
Opponent LE NT RE OLB /LB /LB OLB CB ss FS CB 
at Kansas State .... Wilson Oderinde Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birls 
Kentucky State ..... Wilson Kincaid Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
Western Illinois ..... Wilson Kincaid Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
#11 YSU ................ Wilson Kincaid Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
at #2 McNeese .. ... Wilson Kincaid Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy Drummond Chandler Lowder A. Thomas Sirls 
at #6 No. Iowa ........ Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy Drummond Chandler Lowder A. Thomas Sirls 
Fla. International .... Shaw Mau Reynolds Coates Thompson Dandy S. McCrimon Chandler Lowder A. Thomas Birts 
at SMS .................... Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lo)Vder Veals Birts 
Indiana State .. ... ... . Wilson Mau Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
#25 Illinois State .... Shaw Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
at Southern Ill ......... Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
#23 Murray State .... Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
at #2 Western Ill. .... Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
at #3 GSU ............... Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
vs. #1 McNeese ..... Mau Wilson Reynolds Coates Thompson Maslowski Drummond Chandler Lowder Veals Birts 
rr==~~~========~~~:=========:=====:=====::=: 
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RUSHING (Atts-Yds I TD-Lg! Frazier 
at Kansas State .. .. ........ .... .. ... .. ..... . 11 -9 / 0-4 
Kentucky State .. ..... ..... ....... ....... . 11-102 / 2-56 
Western Illinois ... ............................ 3-4 / 0-4 
#11 Youngstown State ..... .. .. ...... 18-112 / 0-24 
at #2 McNeese State ........ ... .... ... . 19-68 / 0-14 
at #6 Northern Iowa .... .. ... ......... ... . 22-80 / 1-9 
Florida International ............ ... .... . 15-126 / 1-37 
at SMS .. ................. ....... .. ....... ... .. 31-172 / 1-18 
Indiana State .. ...... ......... .. ... .......... 18-99 / 0-13 
#25 Illinois State ..... ..... ... .. ........... 30-119 / 0-14 
at Southern Illinois ......... .. .. ....... .. 23-179 / 2-46 
#23 Murray State ....... ... ...... .. ...... . 17-77 / 1-24 
at #2 Western Illinois .... .............. 30-128 / 0-19 
at #3 Georgia Southern ........ ...... 28-103 / 2-20 
vs. #1 McNeese State .. ..... .. ....... 27-159 I 2-55 
Michael 
13-24 / 0-29 
11-91 / 1-23 
18-71 / 0-13 
14-31 / 1-9 
14-30 / 1-10 
5-9 I 0-11 
6-45 I 3-25 
12-92 I 2-21 
12-23 / 0-9 
7-3 / 0-3 
9-76 I 2-27 
9-84 I 0-47 
12-18 / 1-8 
17-38 / 2-15 
11 -7 / 1-7 
Je. Johnson 
3-10 / 0-4 
5-11 / 0-5 
5-25 / 0-12 
8-36 / 0-12 
4-22 I 0-9 
7-73 I 0-47 
13-55 / 0-9 
7-17 I 0-4 
2-7 I 0-4 
5-56 I 0-44 
4-86 I 1-61 
12-160/1-58 
13-43 / 0-7 
9-24 I 0-6 
5-12 / 0-5 
Bradley 
19-64 / 0-9 
19-80 / 2-14 
16-54 / 0-12 
dnp 
9-42 I 0-10 
7.39 / 1-10 
15-76 I 1-15 
8-16 / 0-5 
11-33 / 1-5 
14-67 I 0-15 
12-47/0-7 
9-22 I 3-6 
5-8 / 1-4 
4-9 I 0-4 
2-15 / 0-11 
Miller 
dnp 
5-59 I 1-36 
0-0 I 0-0 
8-36 / 0-9 
1-4 / 0-4 
15-57 / 1-10 
8-69 I 0-31 
3-12 / 0-10 
13-60 / 0-10 
4-14 / 0-7 
0-0 I 0-0 
2-6 I 0-4 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
PASSING (Att-Com-ln-Yds I TD-Lg! Michael 
at Kansas State .. .. .. ........ .... .... .... ............. ......... 11-7-1-73 / 0-24 
Kentucky State .. .. ................ ........... ..... ....... ... .. 10-8-0-168 / 0-46 
FGs - Martinez (FG - FGA I Distance! 
1-1 (30 good) 
Western Illinois ...... .... ................. .............. ...... 23-15-0-171 / 0-30 
#11 Youngstown State .... ... ..... ... .. ....... .. .. ......... 11-7-0-70 / 0-29 
at #2 McNeese State ...... .. ... .... .... ....... ... .... ... .... 10-6-1-60 / 0-15 i: #6 Northern .Iowa ... .. ..... .. ........... ...... .. .. ....... 15-10-1-150 / 0-53 
orida International ...... ......... ... ... ..... ..... ... ........ 10-6-1-97 / 1-34 
at SMS ........... ... .... ...... ... .... .. .. .... ... ..... .... .. ......... 10-5-1 -92 / 1-40 
2-2 (29 good; 24 good) 
0-0 
2-3 (36 good; 27 good; 42 no good) 
2-2 (29 good; 27 good) 
1-2 (38 no good; 27 good) 
0-0 
1-1 (27 good) 
1-1 (42 good) ~l~~~a State ........... ..... ...... .. .... ....... ...... .... ... ... ... 7-5-0-88 / 2-36 1noIs State .... ................ ..... ..... ..... .... .. ..... ... 7-2-0-52 / 0-47 
at Southern Illinois .... ...... ....... ...... ... ......... .. .... .... 5-3-0-88 / 1-67 
#23 Murray State ... ..... ... ........ .............. ... ........... 7-5-0-79 / 2-44 
g:8 (34 ng; 20 good; 34 good; 37 ng; 24 good) 
at #2 Western Illinois ........ ...... ..... .... ..... ... .. .... .. 14-6-0'-139 / 1-44 
at #3 Georgia Southern ...... ... ... ................ ..... .. 15-9-0-149 / 0-38 
vs. #1 McNeese State ....... .. ... ... ...... ...... .......... 10-6-0-185 / 1-54 
1-2 (54 no good; 44 good) 
1-3 (24 no good; 32 no good; 25 good) 
1-1 (49 good) 
2-2 (40 good; 23 good) 
RECEIVING (Rec-Yds I TD-Lg) Rooney Je. Johnson 
at Kansas State .... .. ...... .. ...... .. .......... 2-28 / 0-24 2-8 / 0-5 
Hayes 
2-15 / 0-8 
2-50 I 0-46 
4-35 / 0-26 
3-19 / 0-11 
Reaves 




PUNT RETS - Veals/Hayes (No-Yds I TD-Lg! 
1-4 / 0-4 0-0 / 0-0 Kentucky State .......... .. ...... .. ... ...... .... 3-75 / 0-36 1-12 / 0-12 
Western Illinois .. ... ....... .... .. ... .... ..... ... 3-59 / 0-30 4-37 / 0-16 2-24 I 0-13 0-0 / 0-0 
4-82 I 0-38 0-0 / 0-0 #11 Youngstown State ..... ... .... .. .... ... 1-29 / 0-29 2-11 / 0-9 
at #2 McNeese State ...... ........ ... ....... 3-39 / 0-15 2-14 / 0-8 0-0 I 0-0 
1-1 / 0-1 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
4-92 I 0-53 
1-25 / 1-25 
2-51 / 1-40 
0-0 I 0-0 5-51 / 0-16 
dnp 0-0 / 0-0 at #6 Northern Iowa ...... ... ... ...... ... ..... 1-14 / 0-14 3.33 / 0-17 
Florida International ...... .... ... ... .. ......... 2-14 / 0-8 2-45 / 0-34 dnp 4-65 / 0-34 
at SMS .... .... .... .... .... ...... .... ........... ..... 1-21 / 0-21 1-6 / 0-6 
Indiana State ... ... ... .. ........ .... .............. 2-44 / 1-28 2-39 / 1-36 
#25 Illinois State ....... ..... ..... .. ........... .. 1-25 / 0-25 0-0 / 0-0 
at Southern Illinois .......... .... ... ........... 3-88 / 1-67 0-0 / 0-0 
#23 Murray State ....... .... ..... ... .. ... ........ 1-1 / 0-1 0-0 / 0-0 
at #2 Western Illinois .... ....... .. .. ... ..... . 3-76 I 0-39 0-0 / 0-0 
at #3 Georgia Southern ........ .... .. .. ... . 3-90 / 0-38 1-15 / 0-15 
vs. #1 McNeese State .... ... ... ... .... ....... 0-0 / 0-0 3-90 / 1-49 
1-14 / 0-14 
dnp 
1-5 / 0-5 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
2-57 I 1-44 
3-25/0-10 
1-20 I 0-20 
1-5 / 0-5 
1-47 / 0-47 
dnp 
3-62 I 1-44 
1-6 / 0-6 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
dnp 4-3 / 0-2 
4-20 I 0-10 1-6 / 0-6 
3-70 I 0-29 dnp 
5-32 / 0-12 0-0 I 0-0 
3-18 / 0-12 0-0 I 0-0 
2-112 / 1-86 0-0 / 0-0 
4-62 I 0-20 0-0 I 0-0 
2-38 I 0-20 0-0 I 0-0 
3-22 I 0-9 0-0 I 0-0 
TACKLES (AT · UT I Toti Thompson Lowder Maslowski 
at Kansas State .... ..... ...... .. ....... 3-5 / 8 9.3 / 12 1-0 / 1 
Coates Dandy Drummond Veals Chandler Reynolds 
2-0 I 2 4-2 I 6 3-0 / 3 5-4 / 9 Kentucky State ... .. .. ....... .. .... .... . 6-3 / 9 0-2 / 2 5-0 / 5 
Western Illinois ..... .. ... ....... ...... 10-2 / 12 4-2 / 6 1-0 / 1 
#11 Youngstown St. ....... ... ... ... 3-7 / 10 4-5 / 9 3-1 / 4 
at #2 McNeese State .......... ...... 5-3 / 8 5-0 / 5 1-0 / 1 
at #6 Northern Iowa .. .... ...... .. ... 7-8 / 15 1-3 / 4 2-0 / 2 
Florida International ......... ......... 4-3 / 7 1-1 / 2 1-0 / 1 
at SMS ... ... ." ... ... .. .. ..... ... ........ ... . 8-6 / 14 3-1 / 4 6-5 / 11 
Indiana State ........ .... ......... ..... .. 6-5 / 11 4-2 / 6 4.3 / 7 
#25 Illinois State ...... ...... .. ......... 7-4 / 11 2-3 / 5 4-6 / 10 
at Southern Illinois .. : ... ....... ... .. 10-5 / 15 4-6 / 10 11-8 / 19 
#23 Murray State ......... .... .... .. .. 6-7 /13 6-3 / 9 5-6 / 11 
at #2 Western Illinois ... ...... .... ... 6-3 / 9 1-1 / 2 6-1 / 7 
at #3 Georgia Southern ... ... ...... 4-2 / 6 8-0 / 8 7-1 / 8 
vs. #1 McNeese State ............. 8-3 / 11 6-6 / 12 3.4 17 
PUNTING 
Claybourn (No · Yds - Avg I Lg - 120! 
at Kansas State .. .. ..... ... ... ........ .. .......... 5-248-49.6 / 66-0 
~entucky State ........ ... .... .. ... ... ....... ....... 2-80-40.0 / 55-1 
estern Illinois ................... ................. 7-275-39.3 / 53.4 
#11 Youngstown State ... ... ... ............... 5-196-39.2 / 49-2 
at #2 McNeese State ... ...... ..... .......... ... 5-194-38.8 / 51-2 iJ #? Northern Iowa .. .. .... ... ........... ....... 4-187-46.8 / 49-0 ai°£~i International ........ .. .. ...... ......... .. .... 0-0-0.0 / 0-0 
I d. ········ ························ ·· ·· ·····--······ 5-212-42.4 / 47-2 
#~~~~.a State .... .... ... .... .... ........ .... ... ...... 5-178-35.6 / 49-1 
S Ino1s State ... ....... .... .. .. ..... ... .... ..... 7-317-45 3 / 55.3 
!13 ~them Illinois ····· ······ ···· ····· ··· ········· 1-13-13.0 / 13-0 
t urray State ..... ..... .... ..... ... ... ......... 2-49-24.5 / 33-0 
at=~ ~estern Illinois ............. ... .... ..... .. 6-218-36.3 / 3-51 
a #
1 
:irg1a Southern ....... ... ..... ... ..... 7-262-37.4 / 1-57 
vs. cNeese State ..... ... .... .. ..... ...... 6-224-37.3 / 48-0 
4-0 / 4 5-9 / 14 3-5 / 8 2-2 I 4 
3-4 /7 10-4 / 14 3-4 / 7 11-2/13 
6-2 I 8 13-5 / 18 1-2 / 3 0-0 I 0 
4-2 I 6 8-6 I 14 8-4 I 12 dnp 
2-4 I 6 7-7 I 14 6-1 / 7 dnp 
3-2 / 5 7-3 / 10 dnp dnp 
3-1 / 4 dnp 2-1 / 3 3-3 / 6 
12-2 I 14 dnp 1-3 / 4 2-1 / 3 
4-2 I 6 dnp 6-2 / 8 4-2 /6 
4-1 / 5 dnp 3-7 / 10 7-8 / 15 
4-5 I 9 dnp 2-1 / 3 3-2 / 5 
6-1 / 7 dnp 4-1 / 5 4-0 I 4 
5-0 I 5 dnp 4-0 I 4 5-3 / 8 
2-3 / 5 dnp 2-5 I 7 7-2 I 9 
KO RETURNS (Rets-Yds I TD-Lg! 
Frazier 
4-98 I 0-33 
1-13 / 0-13 
2-23 / 0-18 
1-23 / 0-23 
2-34 / 0-18 
2-44 I 0-28 
0-0 I 0-0 
1-23 / 0-23 
0-0 I 0-0 
1-12 / 0-12 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
2-58 I 0-33 
Veals Reaves 
0-0 I 0-0 3-73 / 0-27 
1-31 / 0-31 dnp 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 
dnp 0-0 / 0-0 
dnp 0-0 / 0-0 
dnp 1-14 / 0-14 
1-21 / 0-21 0-0 I 0-0 
2-35 I 0-22 0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 
2-54 I 0-32 0-0 I 0-0 
1-29/0-19 0-0 / 0-0 
2-46 I 0-24 0-0 I 0-0 
1-23 / 0-23 0-0 / 0-0 
4-1 / 5 
4-1 / 5 
2-0 I 2 
6-0 I 6 
2-2 I 4 
7-1 / 8 
1-0 / 1 
3-1 / 4 
1-1 / 2 
3-0 / 3 
6-3 / 9 
7-3 / 10 
3-0 / 3 
4-0 I 4 
2-4 I 6 
Hayes 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
4-61 I 0-19 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
dnp 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 
4-0 I 4 
2-4 I 6 
3-2 / 5 
4-1 / 5 
2-3 / 5 
3-10 / 13 
2-0 I 2 
3-1 / 4 
6-2 I 8 
3-0 / 3 
1-4 / 5 
3-3/6 
0-0 I 0 
1-0 / 1 
2-3 / 5 
Birts 
5-2 I 7 
0-0 I 0 
1-3 / 4 
4-2 I 6 
3-1 / 4 
3-1 / 4 
3-0 / 3 
4-0 I 4 
0-2 I 2 
1-1 / 2 
3-0 / 3 
5-0 I 5 
3-2 / 5 
2-1 / 3 
1-1 / 2 
Long Plays (50 yards or more) 
Western Kentucky 
• 86-TD (punt ret) - Antonio Veals vs . Murray State, 11/30 
• 67-TD (pass) - Jason Michael to Casey Rooney at Southern Ill., 11/16 
• 61-TD (run) - Jeremi Johnson at Southern Illinois, 11/16 
• 58 (run) - Jeremi Johnson vs. Murray State, 11/30 
• 56-TD (run) - Jon Frazier vs. Kentucky State, 9n 
• 55-TD (run) - Jon Frazier vs. McNeese State, 12/20 
• 54 (pass) - Jason Michael to Jon Frazier vs. McNeese State, 12/20 
• 53 (pass) - Jason Michael to Jerome Reaves at Northern Iowa, 10/5 
Opponents 
• 75-TD (pass) - Russ Michna to Stacy Coleman, Western Illinois, 12n 
73-TD (int ret) - Bobby Walker, Kansas State, 8/31 
• 72 {pass) - Russ Michna to Reggie Gray, Western Illinois, 12n 
• 59-TD (punt ret) - B.J. Sams, McNeese State, 9/28 
Long Scoring Drives (BO-plus yards) 
Western Kentucky 
• 98 yards at Georgia Southern, 12/14 (98 yds, 14 plays, 7:11; TD - Jon 
Frazier, 2, run; 9:04, 2nd quarter) 
• 88 yards vs. McNeese State, 12/20 (88 yds, 4 plays, 1 :53; TD - Jon 
Frazier, 55, run; 14:51, 2nd quarter) 
• 88 yards vs. Murray State, 11/30 (88 yds, 8 plays, 2:13; TD - Jon 
Frazier, 3, run ; 0:02, 2nd quarter) 
• 87 yards vs. Kentucky State, 9n (87 yds , 14 plays, 7:04; TD -
Maurice Bradley, 1, run; 7:56, 1st quarter) 
• 84 yards at Northern Iowa, 10/5 (84 yds, 9 plays, 4:13; TD - Chris 
Miller, 10, run; 5:03, 4th quarter) 
• 83 yards vs. Kentucky State, 9n (83 yds, 14 plays, 6:39; FG - Peter 
Martinez, 24; 5:02, 3rd quarter) 
• 80 yards at Western Illinois, 12n (80 yds, 5 plays, 1 :54; TD - Shannon 
Hayes, 44, pass from Jason Michael; 14:03, 4th quarter) 
• 80 yards vs. Murray State, 11/30 (80 yds, 4 plays, 1 :45; TD - Jerome 
Reaves, 12, pass from Jason Michael; 13:15, 3rd quarter) 
• 80 yards vs. Florida International, 10/12 (80 yds , 9 plays, 4:23; TD -
Maurice Bradley, 3, run; 13:45, 4th quarter) 
Opponents 
• 89 yards by Western Illinois, 12n (89 yds, 8 plays, 3:17; TD - Russ 
Michna, 6, run; 0:47, 3rd quarter) 
• 89 yards by Kansas State, 8/31 (89 yds, 14 plays, 5:51; TD - Ayo 
Saba, 2, run; 1 :27, 4th quarter) 
• 83 yards by Western Illinois, 12n (83 yds, 6 plays, 1 :49; TD - Wendell 
Davidson, 1, run; 5:22, 4th quarter) 
• 81 yards by Northern Iowa, 10/5 (81 yds , 14 plays, 5:30; TD - Adam 
Benge, 2, run ; 9:16, 4th quarter) 
• 80 yards by Southern Illinois, 11/16 (80 yds, 12 plays, 5:39; TD -
Brandon Robinson, 1, run; 5:27, 3rd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Kansas State, 8/31 (80 yds, 14 plays, 5:57; TD - Ayo 
Saba, 2, run; 12:57, 2nd quarter) 
NCAA I-AA Playoff Schedule - Saturday. Nov. 30, 2002 - NCAA I-AA Playoff Schedule 
Game Site Result 
Montana State at No . 1 McNeese State ...... .... ....... .. .... ... ... .. ... ...................... Lake Charles , La ...... .... .................. McNeese State , 21-14 
Northwestern (La.) State at Montana ........ ......... ................... ...... .... ............. Missoula, Mont . ........................ ...... . Montana, 45-14 
Furman at Villanova .... .. .................................................................... ........ .... .. Philadelphia, Pa . ........ .. ...... .......... .... Villanova, 45-38 
Fordham at No. 4 Northeastern ...... ............... .. ... .. ......... ..... .............. , ......... ... Boston, Mass ..... ....... .. ...... ..... ......... Fordham , 29-24 
· · M b Ill Western Illinois 48-9 Eastern Illinois at No. 2 Western Illinois.. ... .. .... .. .. ... ................ ........ .. ............ acorn , . .......... .......... ... .... .......... , 
Murray State at Western Kentucky ................................... ...................... ...... Bowling Green, Ky . .... ... ................. Western Kentucky, 59-20 
Maine at Appalachian State ........ ...... .......................................... .................... Boone, N.C . ..................................... Maine, 14-13 
Bethune-Cookman at No. 3 Georgia Southern ........ ..... .... ... ....... .. .......... .. .... Statesboro, Ga . .... .. .. .. .................... Georgia Southern, 34-0 
NCAA I-AA Quarterfinal Schedule - Saturday, Dec. 7, 2002 - NCAA I-AA Quarterfinal Schedule 
G Site Time (Central) ame _ 
Montana at No. 1 McNeese State .................................................................. Lake Charles, La ....... .. ...... ..... ........ McNeese State, 24-20 
Fordham at Villanova .... ... ....... ... .... .. ................................ .... ....... ........... ......... Philadelphia, Pa ............................... Villanova, 24-10 
Western Kentucky at No. 2 Western Illinois ................................................. Macomb, Ill. ........ .... .... .. ...... ...... ... .. .. Western Kentucky, 31-28 
Maine at No. 3 Georgia Southern ...................... ...... ...... .. ............ .. .... .. .. ........ Statesboro, Ga .. .. .. .. ....... .. ........... ... Georgia Southern, 31-7 
NCAA I-AA Semifinal Schedule - Saturday. Dec. 14, 2002 - NCAA I-AA Semifinal Schedule 
G Site Time (Central) ame _ 
Villanova at No. 1 McNeese State ....................................... .. .. .. .. ...... ........ .... Lake Charles , La ... .. ......... ...... .... .... McNeese State , 39-28 
Western Kentucky at No. 3 Georgia Southern .... ................. ............ ........... Statesboro, Ga ..... ....... ................... Western Kentucky, 31 -28 
NCAA I-AA Championship Schedule - Friday, Dec. 20, 2002 - NCAA I-AA Championship Schedule 
Game Site Time (Central) 
Western Kentucky vs . No. 1 McNeese State ........ .... .. .................. .. ...... .. .. ... Chattanooga, Tenn ......................... Western Kentucky, 34-1 4 
Game One 
Kansas State 48, #18 WKU 3 
August 31, 2002 / Manhattan, Kan. 
WKU KSU 
First Downs .. .. ..... ................... ........ . 12 2 3 
Rush-Pass-Pen .................. .. ... 7-4-1 14-7-2 
Rush Ans-Net Yards ... .. ......... 47-110 51-240 
Net Yards Passing ..... .... .. .. ... ... .... .... 73 172 
Ate-Comp-Int ...................... 12-7-2 14-9-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards .... ... ...... 59-183 65-412 
Avg. Gain Per Play ..................... 3.1 6.3 
Fumbles-Lost ...... .... .. ..... .... .... ........ 1-0 2-0 
Penalties-Yards .. ............ .. ..... .... ... . 4-24 3-25 
Interceptions-Yards ....................... 0 -0 2-73 
Punts-Average .. .......... ............. . 5-49.6 1-36.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ....................... 1-4 4-91 
Kickoff Returns-Yards .. ........ .... 7-1 71 1-11 
Possession Time ........................ 31 : 5 5 28 : 0 5 
Third-Down Conversions ...... .... 4-13 6-12 
WKU (0- 1) 
K-State ( 1-0) 
~ 
1st Q.uartr:r 
0- 0- 0- 3 ··------- 3 
3- 3 I - 7 - 7 ----····· 48 
KSU - Joe Rheem, 36, field goal, 10:26 (61 yds, 
11 plays, 4:34) 
2nd Quamr 
KSU - Ayo Saba, 2, run (Rheem kick), 12:57 
(80 yds, 14 plays, 5:57) 
KSU - Bobby Walker, 73, int rec (Rheem kick) , 
8 :56 
KSU - Danny Morris, 7, run (Rheem kick), 4:51 
(62 yds, 3 plays, 1:01) 
KSU - Darren Sproles, 9, run (Rheem kick), 3:45 
(9 yds, I play, 0:06) 
KSU - Rheem, 38, field goal, 0:00 (27 yds, 
7 plays, 0:51) 
3rd Q1lam:,r 
KSU - EU Roberson, 18, run (Rheeni kick), 3 :47 
(69 yds, 9 plays, 4:31 ) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Peter Martinez, 30, field goal, 7: 18 
(60 yds, 13 plays, 6:09) 
KSU-Saba, 2, run (Jared Brite kick) , 1 :27 (89 yds, 
14 plays, 5:51) 
AttaJdance. 45,844 
INDMPUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Maurice Bradley 19-64 
KSU - Darren Sproles 19-135 / I TD 
Danny Morris 9-51 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 11-7-1 / 73 yds 
KSU - EU Roberson 8-4-0 / 108 yds 
Marc Dunn 6-5-0 / 64 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 2-28 
Shannon Hayes 2-15 
Jcrcmi Johnson 2-8 
KSU - Derrick Evans 3-74 
Taco Wallace 3-62 
Puriting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5 / 49.6 
KSU - Travis Brown I / 36.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Brian Lowder 9-3 / 12 
Antonio Veals 5-4 / 9 
Charles Thompson 3-5 / 8 
Carl Birts 5-2 / 7 
KSU - Josh Buhl 4-6 / 10 
Terry Pierce 2-6 / 8 
Game Two 
#22 WKU 49, Kentucky State O 
September 7, 2002 I Bowling Green, Ky_ 
KSU WKU 
First Downs .... ...... .... ......................... 5 24 
Rush-Pass-Pen .. ...... ...... ..... .... 1-2-2 15-7-2 
Rush Acts-Net Yards ........ ........... 26-0 63-357 
Net Yards Passing ......................... 107 168 
Arr-Comp-Int ... .. ............... 23-10-2 11-8-0 
Total Plays-Ner Yards .. .. ..... .. . 49-107 74-525 
Avg. Gain Per Play ...... .. .. ...... ..... 2.2 7.1 
Fumbles-Lost .... .. .......... ............. .... 1-1 2-0 
Penalties-Yards ............. .. .. .. .. ... 11-112 11-100 
Interceptions-Yards ...... .... .......... ... 0-0 2-6 
Punts-Average ...... .................... 7-3 1.3 2-40.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ....................... 1-1 2-24 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ...... .. ...... 5-109 2-44 
Possession Time ............ .. .......... 22 :31 37:29 
Third-Down Conversions .. .. ....... 2-13 8-14 




0- 0- 0 - 0 --······- 0 
14-17- 9- 9--------- 49 
WKU - Maurice Bradley, I, run (Peter Martinez 
kick) , 7:56 (87 yds, 14 plays, 7:04) 
WKU - Jon Frazier, 2, run (Martinez kick), 2:40 
' (20 yds, 4 plays, 1:33) 
2nd Q.uartr:r 
WKU - Martinez, 29, field goal, 10:28 (59 yds, 
12 plays, 5 :35) 
WKU - Jason Michael, 9, run (Martinez kick) , 
5:31 (38 yds, 7 plays, 3:19) 
WKU - Bradley, 4, run (Martinez kick), 3:40 
(68 yds, 4 plays, 1:31) 
3rd Q.uartr:r 
WKU - Martinez, 24, field goal, 5:02 (83 yds, 
14 plays, 6:39) 
WKU-Frazier, 56, run (kick failed) , 3: 15 (56 yds, 
I play, 0 : 13) 
4th_Qumcr 
WKU - Chris Miller, 36, run (Wilson Wickerham 
kick), 6: 11 (49 yds, 4 plays, 1:44) 
WKU - TEAM safety, 4:33 
AttaJdan~ 9,500 
INDMPUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 11 -102 / 2 TDs 
Jason Michael 11-91 / I TD 
Maurice Bradley 19-80 / 2 TDs 
Chris Miller 5-59 / I TD 
KSU - Eddie Lester 10-30 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 10-8-0 / 168 yds 
KSU - Jonathan Harris 23-10-2 / 107 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 3-75 
Shannon Hayes 2-50 
KSU - Dilone Richard 4-49 
Puriting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 2 / 40.0 
KSU - Scott Lambert 7 / 31.3 
Tackles 
WKU - Erik Dandy 5-9 / 14 
Charles Thompson 6-3 / 9 
Jon Drummond 3-5 / 8 
KSU - Kelvin Harvey 4-6 / 10 
Sylvester Peoples 5-4 / 9 
Norman Alvis 4-5 / 9 
Game Three 
Western Illinois 14, #21 WKU O 
September 14, 2002 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
WIU WKU 
First Downs ..................................... I 9 19 
Rush-Pass-Pen .... .. ........ .... ... 6-11-2 10-7-2 
Rush Ans-Net Yards .............. 39-169 42-154 
Net Yards Passing .......... ............... 214 171 
Att-Com p· Int .................... 22-14-0 23- 15-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ............ 61-383 65-325 
Avg. Gain Per Play ..................... 6.3 5.0 
Fumbles-Lost ........ .. .. ..................... 1-1 6-3 
Penalties-Yards .... .. .................. 14-109 7-69 
Interceptions-Yards ....................... 0-0 0-0 
Punts-Average .... .. ...... .. .. .. ........ 7-50 .3 7-39.3 
Punt Returns-Yards ...... ............... 3-15 4-82 
Kickoff Returns-Yards .... ......... .... 1-11 2- 2 3 
Possession Time .. ........ ...... ...... .. 31 : 06 28 : 5 4 
Third-Down Conversions .... ...... . 5-13 4-13 
WIU (2-0, 1-0) 
WKU (1-2, 0-1) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
7- 7- 0- 0 ··-------14 
0- 0- 0- 0 ···------ 0 
WIU - Travis Glasford, 4, run (Justin Langan 
kick) , 3:08 (52 yds, 4 plays, 0:59) 
2nd Quarter 
WIU -Terrence HaU, 10, pass from Russ Michna 
(Langan kick), 12: 10 (55 yds, 6 plays, 2:42) 
AttaJdance. 6,000 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jason Michael 18-71 
Maurice Bradley 16-54 
WIU - Travis Glasford 27-126 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 23-15-0 / 171 yds 
WIU - Russ Michna 22-14-0 / 214 yds / I TD 
Receiving 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson 4-37 
Shannon Hayes 4-35 
Casey Rooney 3-59 
Trey McMiUer 3-46 
WIU - Stacy Coleman 5-59 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 7 / 39.3 
WIU - Mike Scifres 7 / 50.3 
Tackles 
WKU - Erik Dandy 10-4 / 14 
Antonio Veals 11-2 / 13 
Charles Thompson 10-2 / 12 
WIU - Cornell Middlebrook 8-6 / 14 
Lee Russell 5-4 / 9 
Game Four 
WKU 13, #11 Youngstown State7 
September 21, 2002 / Bowling Green, Ohio 
YS U WKU 
First Downs ... .... .. .. ....... ...... .. ........... 15 13 
Rush·Pass·Pen ................ .... ... 8·8·1 10· 3·0 
Rush Atts·Net Yards .. ........ .. .... 41·83 50·213 
Net Yards Passing .............. .. ......... 185 70 
Att·Comp·Int .. .. ................ 22·10·2 11·7·0 
Total Plays•Net Yards .... .... .. .. 63· 268 61·283 
Avg. Gain Per Play .... .... .. ...... .... . 4.3 4 .6 
Fumbks· Lost .... ...... ...... ...... .. .. ....... 4· l 4· 0 
Penalties·Yards .... .. ............ .... ....... 3· 25 5.41 
Interceptions· Yards .. ........ .. .......... . 0·0 
Punts·Average .................. .. ...... 6· 32.7 
Punt Returns· Yards .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . 2· 12 
Kickoff Rerurns·Yards ........ ...... ... 2·29 
Possession Time ........ .. .. .. .. .... .. .. 30:06 







YSU (1·2, 0·l) 
WKU (2·2, l·l ) 
o. 7. o. 0 ......... 7 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quam:r 
3. 7. 3. 0 ..... . ... 13 
WKU - Peter Martinez, 36, field goal, 4:29 
(57 yds, 10 plays, 4 :52) 
2nd Quam:r 
YSU- P.J. Mays, 2, run (Jake Stewart kick), 11:31 
(73 yds, 10 plays, 4:49) 
WKU - Jason Michael, 1, run (Martinez kick), 
3: 16 (29 yds, 6 plays, 2:32) 
&d___Qw.rrr,r 
WKU - Martinez, 27, field goal, 11:20 (34 yds, 
5 plays, 2:34) 
.Attaidancc. 10,100 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rusb..i.rig 
WKU - Jon Frazier 18· 112 
YSU - P.J. Mays 29·92 
Pass.i.Dg 
WKU - Jason Michael 11·7·0 / 70 yds 
YSU - Justin Green 17·7· 1 / 109 yds 
Colby Street 5·3· l / 76 
Receiving 
WKU - Shannon Hayes 3· 19 
Jeremi Johnson 2· 11 
YSU - T.J. Peterson 2·62 
Jerald Burley 2·44 
Chris DiMauro 2·26 
Josiah Doby 2·21 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5 / 39.2 
YSU - Kostas Karapetsas 6 / 32.7 
Tackles 
WKU - Erik Dandy 13.5 / 18 
Charles Thompson 3.7 / 10 
Brian Lowder 4.5 / 9 
Sherrod Coates 6·2 / 8 
YSU - Jon Tekac 4-8 / 12 
Anthony Barone 4-6 / 10 
Game Five 
#2 McNeese State 38, WKU 13 
September 28, 2002 / Lake Charles, La. 
WKU MSU 
First Downs ............................. ........ 13 22 
Rush·Pass·Pen .. .. ... ................ 8·4·1 8· 11·3 
Rush Atts•Net Yards ......... .. ... 48•170 44· 188 
Net Yards Passing ...... .. .......... ....... .. 60 203 
Att•Comp·Int ... .. ................. 10·6·1 16· 13·1 
Total Plays·Net Yards ............. 58· 230 60·391 
Avg. Gain Per Play .. .. ... .......... .... 4.0 6 .5 
Fumbles·Lost ..... .. .......................... l · 0 2·0 
Penalties·Yards .. ... ............. ..... ...... 9·88 8•76 
Interceptions· Yards .. ................... l · 18 l ·9 
Punts•Average .................. .. .. .. .. 5·38.8 1·40.0 
Punt Rerurns·Yards ... ......... .. ......... 0·0 2·89 
Kickoff Returns· Yards ... ... .. .... .. 7 • 118 4· l 08 
Possession Time .... .. ............... .. . 32 :30 27 :30 





0· 10· 3. 0 ···· ·· ··· 13 
14· 7. 7. 10 . . ...... . 38 
MSU - B.J. Sams, 23, pass from Scott Pendarvis 
(John Marino kick), 12:54 (67 yds, 6 plays, 2:06) 
MSU - Vick King, 2, run (Marino kick) , 3:58 
(73 yds, 11 plays, 5:20) 
2nd Quartrr 
WKU - Jason Michael, l , run (Peter Martinez 
kick), 13:45 (69 yds, 11 plays, 5: 13) 
MSU - Jacob Prim, l, run (Marino kick), 9:58 
(79 yds, 9 plays, 3:47) 
WKU - Martinez, 29, field goal, 0 :48 (70 yds, 
17 plays, 9 : 10) 
3rd Quarter 
MSU - King, 8, run (Marino kick), 9:37 (45 yds, 
8 plays, 2:57) 
WKU - Martinez, 27, field goal, l :58 (l yd, 
4 plays, 2:15) 
4th Quartrr 
MSU - Marino, 39, field goal, 9:43 (6 yds, 
7 plays, 3:21) 
Attrndancc. 16,840 
INDMDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rusb..i.rig 
WKU - Jon Frazier 19·68 
Maurice Bradley 9·42 
MSU - Vick King 14· 78 / 2 TDs 
Pass.i.Dg 
WKU - Jason Michael 10·6·1 / 60 yds 
MSU - Scott Pendarvis 16·13· 1 / 203 yds I l TD 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 3.39 
MSU -B.J. Sams 6·111 / 1 TD 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5 / 38.8 
MSU - Jason Cook 1 / 40.0 
Tad/cs 
WKU - Erik Dandy 8·6 / 14 
Jon Drummond 8·2 / 12 
MSU - Ryan Garrison 9.3 / 12 
Cedric Lats 8·2 / 10 
Roderick Royal 7.3 / 10 
Game Six 
#25 WKU 31, #6 Northern Iowa 12 
October 5, 2002 / Cedar Falls, Iowa 
WKU UNI 
First Downs ............... .. .................... 20 16 
Rush·Pass·Pen ... .. .......... .. .... 11 ·7·2 8·7•1 
Rush Atts•Net Yards .. .. .. .. .... .. 57•254 38· 108 
Net Yards Passing ... ... ......... .. .. .... .. 150 181 
Att·Comp·Int ...... .... .......... 15· 10·1 31·13·1 
Total Plays•Net Yards .. .. .. ... ... 72·404 69•289 
Avg. Gain Per Play ........... .. ..... ... 5 .6 4 .2 
Fumbles•Lost .............. .. ....... .......... 2·2 2· 2 
Penalties·Yards ........ ..... ........ .... .... 7·40 4.39 
Interceptions· Yards .. ... .......... .. .... l · 20 l ·0 
Punts•Average .................... ...... 4·46.8 6·52 .0 
Punt Returns· Yards .... .. .... .. .... .... . 4·65 4· 22 
Kickoff Returns·Yards .. .......... ..... 2·44 1· (·3 ) 
Possession Time .. .. .................... 33 : 11 26 : 49 
Third·Down Conversions .. ..... .... 8· 15 3·14 
WKU (3·3, 2·1) 
UNI (3·2, 0·l) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
lstQuartrr 
o. 7· 10· 14 ········· 31 
3. O· 3. 6···· ·····12 
UNI - Mackenzie Hoambrecker, 28, field goal, 
1:35 (68 yds, 11 plays, 4: 14) 
2nd Quartrr 
WKU - Maurice Bradley, 6, run (Peter Martinez 
kick), 5:52 (72 yds, 12 plays, 6 :23 ) 
3rd Quartrr 
WKU - Martinez, 27, field goal, 8 :51 (70 yds, 
14 plays, 6:09) 
WKU - Jon Frazier, 1, run (Martinez kick) , 6 :43 
(5 yds, 3 plays, 1:16) 
UNI-Hoambrecker, 21, field goal, 2:58 (76 yds, 
9 plays, 3:45 ) 
4th Quarter 
UNI - Adam Benge, 9, run (Hoambrecker kick), 
9:16 (81 yds, 14 plays, 5:30) 
WKU -Chris Miller, 10, run (Martinez kick) , 5:03 
(84 yds, 9 plays, 4:13) 
WKU - Sherrod Coates, 20, int ret (Martinez 
kick) , 0:21 
Attrndancc. 14,684 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rusb..i.rig 
WKU - Jon Frazier 22·80 / 1 TD 
Jeremi Johnson 7.73 
Chris Miller 15•57 / 1 TD 
Maurice Bradley 7.39 / 1 TD 
UNI -Adam Benge 27·77 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 15·10·1 / 150 yds 
UNI -Tom Petrie 19•7· 1 / 103 yds 
Griff Jurgens 12·6·0 / 78 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Jerome Reaves 4·92 
Jeremi Johnson 3.33 
UNI - Ben Sanderson 6·68 
Marius Mays 5• 105 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 4 / 46.8 
UNI - Derrick Frost 7 / 52.0 
Tad/cs 
WKU - Charles Thompson 7·8 / 15 
. Erik Dandy 7.7 / 14 
Patrick Reynolds 3· 10 / 13 
Antonio Thomas 3·8 / 11 
UNI - Casey Tierney 9.7 / 16 
Jarvis Phillips 7•6 / 13 
Game Seven 
WKU 56, Florida International 7 
October 12, 2002 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
FJU WK U 
First Downs .. .. ..... ...... ... .. .. ....... .... ...... 7 28 
Rush·Pass·Pen .. ..... ................ 1·4·2 23·4·1 
Rush Atts•Net Yards .... .. ...... .. 26·( · 7) 65·400 
Net Yards Passing .......... .. .. .. .. ...... ... 72 97 
Att·Comp·lnt .. .. .................. 21·7•4 10·6·1 
Total Plays•Net Yards .. ..... .. ...... 47•65 75.497 
Avg. Gain Per Play .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ...... 1.4 6 .6 
Fumbles·Lost ...... .............. ... ....... .. . 2· l 2·2 
Penalties·Yards .. ........... .. .... .. ........ 5· 53 6·42 
Interceptions· Yards ..... .. ........ .. ... . l ·31 4· 12 
Punts-Average ........... ...... ......... 6·33.0 0·0.0 
Punt Rerurns·Yards ...... .. .... ........... 0·0 4.3 
Kickoff Rerurns·Yards ...... ........... 5·7 1 2·38 
Possession Time ........... .. .. .... .. .. . 23 : 13 36:47 
Third·Down Conversions .. ......... 1·12 6·11 
FIU (3·3 ) 
WKU (4·3 ) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quanrr 
0· 0 · 0 · 7 ····· ·· ·· 7 
21.21 . 0 . 14 ........ . 56 
WKU - Jason Michael, 7, run (Peter Martinez 
kick), 9:53 (48 yds, Splays, 3:13) 
WKU - Jon Fruier, 3, run (Martinez kick), 7:10 
(45 yds, 4 plays, 1:48) 
WKU - Michae~ 8, run (Martinez kick), 1:59 
(42 yds, 6 plays, 2:58) 
2IULQuarter 
WKU - Jerome Reaves, 25, pass from Michael 
(Martinez kick), 10:53 (50 yds, 7plays, 3:40) 
WKU - Michae~ l, run (Martinez kick), 7:18 
(49 yds, 7 plays, 3:21) 
WKU - Patrick Reynolds, I, fum rec (Martinez 
kick), 5:42 
4th Quam:r 
WKU - Maurice Bradley, 3, run (Wilson 
Wickcrham kick), 13:45 (80 yds, 9 plays, 4:23) 
FIU - Cory McKinney, 2, pass from David Tabor 
(Adam Moss kick) , 11 :02 (2 yds, 3 plays, 0:49) 
WKU - Alex Dukes, 1, run (Matt Lange kick), 
3:19 (69 yds, 13, plays, 7:43) 
Attrndancc: 6,000 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rusb..i.rig 
WKU - Jon Frazier 15·126 / 1 TD 
Maurice Bradley 15·76 / l TD 
Chris Miller 8·69 
Jeremi Johnson 13.55 
Jason Michael 6·45 / 3 TDs 
FIU - Rashod Smith 6·21 
Jerrid Lundstedt 2·21 
Pass.i.Dg 
WKU - Jason Michael 10·6· l / 97 yds / 1 TD 
FIU - Jamie Burke 14-5·4 / 75 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson 2·45 
Casey Rooney 2· 14 
FIU - Cory McKinney 3·26 / 1 TD 
Punting 
FIU - Doug Jones 6 / 33.0 
Tad/cs 
WKU - Erik Dandy 7.3 / 10 
Shawn McCrimon 3.5 / 8 
Charles Thompson 4.3 / 7 
FIU - John Haritan 7.7 / 14 
Game Eight 
#25 WKU 31, SMS 7 
October 19, 2002 / Springfield, Mo. 
WKU SMS 
First Downs ........ .. .......... .. ........... .... 22 11 
Rush•Pass•Pen .. ................... 17•4·1 4. 7.0 
Rush Atts·Net Yards ......... ..... 63·312 29·34 
Net Yards Passing .... ......... .. .... .. ...... 92 191 
Att·Comp·Int ........... .. ... .. .... 10·5· 1 34·15· 1 
Total Plays·Net Yards .. .. .... .. .. 73•404 63·225 
Avg. Gain Per Play ........ .... ......... 5.5 3.6 
Fumbles· Lost ........ ..... ...... ..... ........ . 0·0 2· l 
Penalties· Yards .. .. ......................... 5 ·40 4· 24 
Interceptions· Yards ............ .... .... . l · 22 l · l 
Punts·Average ...... ..... ........ .... ... 6·37.0 7•38 .0 
Punt Returns·Yards ..................... 5·26 3.7 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ........ .. ....... 2·44 3.59 
Possession Time .. ........ ...... .. ..... . 36:30 23:30 
Third· Down Conversions ... .... .... 7 • 15 6· 17 
WKU (5·3, 3·1) 
SMS (3·5, 0-4) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
7. 7• 10· 7 ........ . 31 
7. o. o. 0 .. .... . .. 7 
SMS - Eddie Linscomb, 1, run (Brian Long kick), 
9:39 (42 yds, 3plays, 1:01) 
WKU - Jason Michael, 14, run (Peter Martinez 
• kick), 1 :23 (50 yds, 7 plays, 3:55) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Michael, 14, run (Martinez kick) , 9 :40 
(70 yds, 10 plays, 5:20) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Martinez, 27, field goal, 10:51 (29 yds, 
7 plays, 2: 13) 
WKU - Jerome Reaves, 40, pass from Michael 
(Martinez kick), 9:10 (40 yds, 1 plays, 0:06) 
4th Q.uanrr 
WKU - Jon Frazier, 3, run (Martinez kick) , 12: 17 
(67 yds, 12 plays, 4:32) 
Attrndancc. 13,002 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 31·172 / 1 TD 
Jason Michael 12·92 / 2 TD 
SMS - Eddie Linscomb 16·60 
Pass.i.Dg 
WKU - Jason Michael 10·5·1 / 92yds / I TD 
SMS - Michael White 34·15·1 / 191 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Jerome Reaves 2·51 
SMS - Tony Hill 4-70 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5 / 42.4 
SMS - Robbie Kemp 7 / 38.0 
Tad/cs 
WKU - Charles Thompson 8·6 / 14 
Karl Maslowski 6·5 / 11 
SMS - Brandon Chambers 4-14 / 18 
Kailan Williams 4-9 / 13 
Richard Pickens 3.9 / 12 
Game Nine 
#23 WKU 24, Indiana State 7 
October 26, 2002 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
!SU WKU 
First Downs ...... .. ....... .... ...... .... ... ..... 10 14 
Rush·Pass·Pen .. .... ........ .... ..... 7. 3.0 10·4·0 
Rush Atts·Net Yards .... .. ...... .. 35·144 56· 222 
Net Yards Passing .... ........ .... .......... . 54 88 
Att·Comp·Int.. .. .. .... ..... .... ... 13•7•2 7. 5.0 
Total Plays·Net Yards ....... .. ... 48 · 198 63·310 
Avg. Gain Per Play ...... .. .... .... ..... 4 .1 4. 9 
Fumbles·Lost .... .... ..... .. ... .. .. .. ..... .... 3. 3 4 .3 
Penalties· Yards ........................... .. 5· 29 11 ·84 
Interceptions· Yards ............. ...... .... 0·0 2·40 
Punts·Average ....................... .. . 5.3 7.4 5·35 .6 
Punt Returns·Yards .. .... .. .. .... .. ....... 2· 1 3·70 
Kickoff Returns·Yards ....... .... ...... 3·50 2·35 
Possession Time .. .......... ... ....... .. 24 : 14 3 5 : 46 
Third·Down Conversions ........... 1· 10 7·15 
ISU (3·6, 1·3) 
WKU (6·3, 4·1) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quartrr 
7. 0· 0 · 0 ········· 7 
10· 14· 0 · 0 ········· 24 
WKU - Peter Martinez, 42, field goal, 9:52 
(2 yds, 4 plays, 1 :40) 
ISU - Sydney Montfort, 28, run , 8:20 (65 yds, 
4 plays, 1:32) 
WKU-Casey Rooney, 16, pass from Jason Michael 
(Martinez kick) , 0:27 (51 yds, 7 plays, 3:24) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Maurice Bradley, 2, run (Martinez kick), 
3:35 (35 yds, 4 plays, 1:50) 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson, 36, pass from Michael 
(Martinez kick), 1:51 (36 yds, 1 play, 0:09) 
Attrndancc. 11 ,200 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 18·99 
ISU - Sydney Montfort 11 ·69 / I TD 
Soso Dede 7.47 
Pass.i.Dg 
WKU - Jason Michael 7.5.0 / 88 yds / 2 TDs 
ISU - Julian Reese . 12•7•1 / 54 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 2·44 / l TD 
Jeremi Johnson 2·39 / 1 TD 
ISU - Soso Dede 2· 11 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5 / 35 .6 
ISU - Patrick Jordan 4 / 41.2 
Tad/cs 
WKU - Sherrod Coates 12·2 / 14 
Charles Thompson 6·5 / 11 
ISU - Dietrich Lapsley 10· 7 / 17 
Game Ten 
#21 WKU 9, #25 Illinois State 0 
November 2, 2002 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
!SU WKU 
First Downs .......... ............. ..... .. ...... ... 7 
Rush-Pass-Pen ... .... .. .... ... .. ..... 3-3-1 
Rush Ans-Net Yards ..... .. .. .. .. .. . 27-62 
Net Yards Passing ... .... ..... .... .... ..... .. 58 
Ace-Comp-Int ..... ...... .. ...... ... 21 -8-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards ... .... ..... 48 -120 
Avg. Gain Per Play .. .. ..... ...... ...... 2.5 
Fumbles-Lost ...... .......... ..... .. ...... .... 1-0 
Penalties-Yards .... .... .... ..... .. ... ..... .. 4-39 
Interceptions-Yards .. ...... ... .. ...... .... 0-0 
Punts-Average .... ..... .... ....... ... . 11-41 .3 
Punt Returns-Yards ... ..... ... .... ... ... 4-10 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ...... .. ...... ... 4-64 
Possession Time ..... .... ..... .......... 22: 24 
















ISU (5-4, 3-2) 
WKU (7-3, 5-1) 
0- 0- 0 - 0 ------- -- 0 
0- 6- 3- 0 --------- 9 
SCORING SUMMARY 
2ndQpamr 
WKU - Peter Martinez, 20, field goal, 10 :37 
(31 yds, 7 plays, 2:56) 
WKU - Martinez, 34, field goal, 0:1 2 (34 yds, 
9 plays, 3:05) 
3rd Qpartcr 
WKU - Martinez, 24, field goal, 4:35 (51 yds, 
5 plays, 2:42) 
Aarndwcc. 5,600 
INDJYIDUAL STAT Y.EADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 30-119 
Maurice Bradley 14-67 
Jeremi Johnson 5-56 
ISU - Quincy Washington 15-66 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 7-2-0 / 52 yds 
ISU - Michael Souza 21-8-1 / 58 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Jerome Reaves 1-47 
Casey Rooney 1-25 
Shannon Hayes 1-5 
ISU - Mike Larson 2-20 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 7 / 45 .3 
ISU - Troy Maskel 11 / 41.3 
TacJ:les 
WKU - Karl Maslowski 11-8 / 19 
Charles Thompson 10-5 / 15 
Antonio Veals 7-8 / 15 
Brian Lowder 4-6 / 10 
Jon Drummond 3-7 / 10 
ISU - Boomer Grigsby 10-0 / 19 
T.J. Jackson 8-4 / 12 
Game Eleven 
#13 WKU 48, Southern Illinois 16 
November 16, 2002 / Carbondale, Ill. 
WKU SIU 
First Downs ..... ... ...... .... ... .. .. .... ........ 18 14 
Rush-Pass-Pen .... ...... .. ... .... .. 16-2-0 12-2-0 
Rush Acts-Net Yards .. .. ..... .... . 53-390 58-237 
Net Yards Passing ...... .... .... .. .. ... ...... 88 43 
Ace-Comp-Int .................... .. .. 5-3-0 8-3-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards ............ 58-478 66-280 
Avg. Gain Per Play ......... ............ 8.2 4 .2 
Fumbles-Lost ... ... .... .... ... ... .. ..... .... .. 2-1 3-0 
Penalties-Yards ...... .. .... ... ........ .. .. .. 3-25 2-20 
Interceptions-Yards .... .... .... ... ..... . 1-37 0-0 
Punts-Average .... ........ ...... .... .... 1-13.0 5-41.8 
Punt Returns-Yards ... ....... .... .. .... . 3-18 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ....... ... ...... ... 2-3 5-86 
Possession Time ......... ............... 27 :48 32: 12 
Third-Down Conversions .. ......... 6-10 4-14 
WKU (8-3, 6-1) 
SIU (4-8, 2-5) 
7- 13- 14- 14 --------- 48 
3- 0- 6- 7 -- ------- 16 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Qpamr 
WKU - Jon Frazier, l , run (Peter Martinez kick) , 
9:09 (45 yds, 8 plays, 3:41) 
SIU - Scott Everhart, 24, field goal, 5:01 (73 yds, 
10 plays, 4:08) 
2nd Qparta 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson, 61 , run (Martinez kick), 
10:45 (67 yds, 2 plays, 0:54) 
WKU- Frazier, 23, run (kick failed) , 0:23 (23 yds, 
1 play, 0:07) 
3rd Qpamr 
WKU - Jason Michael, 20, run (Martinez kick) , 
11 :06 (48 yds, 5 plays, 2: 16) 
SIU - Brandon Robinson, 1, run (pass failed ), 
5:27 (80 yds, 12 plays, 5:39) 
WKU - Casey Rooney, 67, pass from Michael 
(Martinez kick), 3:49 (68 yds, 3 plays, 1 :38) 
4th(]partrr 
WKU - Michael, 1, run (Martinez kick) , 14:53 
(61 yds, 6 plays, 2:01 ) 
WKU - Brick Baker, 1, run (Martinez kick), 8:38 
(45 yds, 6 plays, 2:45) . 
SIU - Brent Little, 17, pass from Kevin Kobe 
(Everhart kick) , 3:58 (18 yds, 2 plays, 0 :47) 
Attrndwet. 3,203 
JNDMDUAL STAT I.EADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 23-179 / 2 TDs 
Jeremi Johnson 4-86 / l TD 
Jason Michael 9-76 / 2 TDs 
SIU - Brandon Robinson 26-115 / l TD 
Joel Sambursky 13-56 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 5-3-0 / 88 yds / 1 TD 
SIU - Joel Sambursky 5-2-1 / 26 yds 
Kevin Kobe 3-1-0 / 17 yds / l TD 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 3-88 
SIU - Jason Hollingshed 1-20 
Brent Little 1-17 / 1 TD 
Courtney Abbott 1-6 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 1 / 13.0 
SIU - Scott Everhart 5 / 41.8 
TacJ:les 
WKU - Brian Lowder 3-10 / 13 
Karl Maslowski 4-7 / 11 
SIU - Alexis Moreland 5-15 / 20 
Game Twelve 
#15 WKU 59, #23 Murray State 20 
November 30, 2002 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
MSU WKU 
First Downs .......... .. ......... .... ....... .. ... 15 1 7 
Rush-Pass-Pen ....... .... ... ... ...... 5-8 -2 14-3-0 
Rush Acts-Net Yards ... .. .. .. ..... 38-103 52-350 
Net Yards Passing .. ... ..... ... ..... ....... 149 79 
Ace-Comp-Int .... ... ..... ........ 24-14-2 7-5-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards .. ..... ..... 62-252 59-429 
Avg. Gain Per Play ......... ....... ..... 4 .1 7.3 
Fumbles-Lost ... ... ............... ... ...... ... 2-1 1-0 
Penalties-Yards ........... ....... .. ... .. ... . 4-40 9-75 
Interceptions-Yards ... ....... .. ... ... ..... 0-0 2-3 7 
Punts-Average ... .... ...... ... .. ..... ... 7-33 .9 2-24.5 
Punt Returns-Yards .... ... .. ..... ... ... .. . 0-0 2-112 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ... ....... ....... 6-66 3-54 
Possession Time .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .. ..... 29: 11 30:49 
Third-Down Conversions .... ...... . 3-14 8-12 
MSU (7-5) 
WKU (9-3) 
0-14- 0 - 6 ---- ---- - 20 
24- 14- 7- 14 ------- -- 59 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Qpartrr 
WKU - Maurice Bradley, 1, run (Peter Martinez 
kick), 11 :19 (36 yds, 6 plays, 2:01 ) 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson, 14, run (Martinez kick), 
5:07 (14 yds, 1 play, 0:04) 
WKU - Bradley, 1, run (Martinez kick), 2:41 
(45 yds, 2 plays, 0: 18) 
WKU - Martinez, 44, field goal, 0 :00 (5 yds, 
3 plays, 0 :52) 
2nd Quartrr 
MSU - Deandre Green, 18, pass from Stewart 
Childress (Shane Andrus kick) , 12:58 (60 yds, 
5 plays, 1:24) . 
WKU - Antonio Veals, 86, punt rec (Marunez 
kick) , 7:39 . 
MSU - Billy Blanchard, 1, run (Andrus kick) , 
2: 15 (69 yds, 11 plays, 5:24) 
WKU - Jon Frazier, 3, run (Martinez kick) , 0:02 
(88 yds, 8 plays, 2: 13) 
3rd Qparta 
WKU - Jerome Reaves, 12, pass from Jason 
Michael (Martinez kick), 13 :15 (80 yds, 4 plays, 
1:45) 
4th Qpartrr . 
MSU - Jimmy St. Louis, l , pass from Childress 
(kick failed ), 14:17 (58 yds, 8 plays, 1:33) 
WKU - Bradley, 1, run (Marunez kick) , 10:08 
(56 yds, 7 plays, 4 :09) 
WKU - Matt Rogers, 16, pass from Michael 
(Martinez kick), 7:21 (22 yds, 3 plays, 1 :44) 
Attrndwce: 3,300 
INDMDUAL STAT I,RADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson 12-160 / 1 TD 
Jason Michael 9-84 
Jon Frazier 17-77 / l TD 
MSU - Ron Lane 15-64 
Pas.sing 
WKU - Jason Michael 7-5-0 / 79 yds / 2 TDs 
MSU - Sirwart Ouldress 24-14-2 / 149 yds / 2 TDs 
Receiving 
WKU - Jerome Reaves 3-62 / l TD 
MSU - Deandre Green 8-127 / l TD 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 2 / 24.5 
MSU - Brian Bivens 7 / 33.9 
TacJ:les 
WKU - Charles Thompson 6-7 / 13 
Karl Maslowski 5-6 / 11 
Jeremy Chandler 7-3 / 10 
MSU - Tyrone Parks 9-2 / 11 
Game Thirteen 
#15 WKU 31, #2 Western Illinois 28 
December 7, 2002 / Macomb, Ill. 
WKU 
First Downs .. ......... ..... ............... ...... 18 
Rush-Pass-Pen .......... ...... .. ... 13-5-0 
Rush Ans-Net Yards ... ..... ...... 61-204 
Net Yards Passing .. .... .... ..... ...... .... 139 
Ace-Comp-Int ... ... ......... .. .. ... 14-6-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards .... ... ..... 75-343 
Avg. Gain Per Play ......... ....... ..... 4 .6 
Fumbles-Lost ........... ....... .... ...... ... .. 0 -0 
Penalties-Yards .. ....... ..... ... ..... ..... .. 5-60 
lnterceptions-Y ards .. ... .. ... ........ ..... 0-0 
Punts-Average ... .. .. ........ ...... .. .. . 6-36.3 
Punt Returns-Yards .... .... ..... .... .... 4-62 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ...... ... .. ... ... 3-5 3 
Possession Time .... ............ ... .... . 35: 04 



















0- 7- 7- 17 --------- 31 
0- 14- 7- 7 --------- 28 
SCORING SUMMARY 
2nd Qpartcr 
WKU - Maurice Bradley, 1, run (Peter Martinez 
kick ), 14:20 (33 yds, 10 plays, 4:53) 
WIU - Stacy Coleman, 75, pass from Russ Michna 
(JustinLangankick), 10:25 (75yds, I play, 0 :11 ) 
WIU - Michna, 1, run (Langan kick) , 0:43 
(38 yds, 5 plays, 1:44) 
WKU - Jerome Reaves, 28, pass from Jason 
Johnson (Peter Martinez kick) , 12:22 (28 yds, 
2 plays, 0 :46) 
3rd Qpartt:r 
WKU - Jason Michael, 3, run (Martinez kick), 
4:04 (65 yds, 10 plays, 3:42) 
WIU - Michna, 6, run (Langan kick), 0 :47 
(89 yds, 8 plays, 3: 17) 
4th Qparra 
WKU - Shannon Hayes, 44, pass from Michael 
(Martinez kick) , 14:03 (80 yds, 5 plays, l :54) 
WKU - Carl Birts, 48, furn rec (Martinez kick), 
7 : 11 
WIU - Wendell Davidson, 1, run (Langan kick) , 
5:22 (83 yds, 6 plays, 1 :49) 
WKU - Martinez, 25, field goal, 0 :40 (39 yds, 
10 plays, 4:42) 
Attrndwcc. n/a 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 30-128 
WJU - Artley Lawson 14-33 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 14-6-0 / 139 yds / 1 TD 
WJU - Russ Michna 33-17-0 / 347 yds / l TD 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 3-76 
Shannon Hayes 2-57 / l TD 
WJU - Stacy Coleman 8-142 / 1 TD 
Terrence Hall 4-89 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 6 / 36.3 
WJU - Mike Scifres 4 / 47.3 
TacJ:les 
WKU - Charles Thompson 6-3 / 9 
WJU - Cornell Middlebrook 7-5 / 12 
Jason McWilliams 5-7 / 12 
Lee Russell 6-4 / 10 
Game Fourteen 
#15 WKU 31, #3 Ga. Southern 28 
December 14, 2002 / Statesboro, Ga. 
WKU GSU 
First Downs .... ........... .... ..... ...... ...... . 17 l 9 
Rush-Pass-Pen ... ... .... .... .... .... . 9-8-0 12-7-0 
Rush Ans-Net Yards .. ...... ...... 60-203 43-226 
Net Yards Passing .......... ... ..... ... .... 149 160 
Act-Comp-Int ... .... ............... 15-9-0 18-9-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ... .......... 75 -352 61 -386 
Avg. Gain Per Play .. ....... .. .. ........ 4.7 6 .3 
Fumbles-Lost .. .. .... ........... .. ... ...... ... 1-0 3-2 
Penalties-Yards ...... ...... ................. 4-49 1-5 
Interceptions-Yards .. ..... ... ... ... ....... 0-0 0-0 
Punts-Average ...... ..... ...... .. ....... 7-37 .4 4-43 .0 
Punt Returns-Yards .... ... .... ... ... ... . 2-28 3-51 
Kickoff Returns-Yards .... ............. 2-46 3-31 
Possession Time .. .. ...... .. .... ... ..... 38 :32 21 :28 
Third-Down Conversions ........... 8-18 6-12 
WKU (11-3) 7- 10- 7- 7---------31 
GSU(ll-3) 7- 0 - 0-21 ---------28 
SCORING SUMMARY 
lstQJwtr:r 
WKU - Jon Frazier, 1, run (Peter Martinez kick), 
7:58 (4 yds, 3 plays, 1:21) 
G~ - Chaz Williams, 6, run (Scott Shelton kick) , 
4:56 (70 yds, 8 plays, 3:02) 
2nd Qpartt:r 
WKU - Frazier, 2, run (Martinez kick) , 9:04 
(98 yds, 14 plays, 7: 11 ) 
WKU - Martinez, 49, field goal, 0:29 (30 yds, 
9 plays, 3:56) 
3rd Qpartt:r 
WKU - Jason Michael, 1, run (Martinez kick) , 
6:52 (53 yds, 11 plays, 5:58) 
4th QJwtr:r 
GSU- Zzream Walden, 47, pass from C. Williams 
(Shelton kick), 12:08 (61 yds, 2 plays, 0:22) 
GSU - Anthony Williams, 20, pass from C. 
Williams (Shelton kick), 5:43 (35 yds, 5 plays, 
l :30) 
GSU - Jermaine Austin, 31 , run (Shelton kick) , 
4:26 (31 yds, 1 play, 0:06) 
WKU - Michael, 2, run (Martinez kick) , 0:46 
(76 yds, 13 plays, 3:40) 
Attrndwce: 6,573 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 28-103 / 2 TDs 
GSU - Jermaine Austin 18-128 / l TD 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 15-9-0 / 149 yds 
GSU - Chaz Williams 18-9-0 / 160 yds / 2 TDs 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 3-90 
Shannon Hayes 3-25 
GSU - Carl Kearney 7-93 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 7 / 37.4 
GSU - Scott Shelton 4 / 43.0 
Taddes 
WKU - Brian Lowder 8-0 / 8 
Karl Maslowski 7-1 / 8 
Antonio Veals 5-3 / 8 
GSU - Derrick Butler 8-4 / 12 
Game Fifteen 
#15 WKU 34, #1 McNeese State 14 
December 20, 2002 I Chattanooga, Tenn. 
WK U MSU 
First Downs ......... ....... ....... ..... ... .... .. 13 26 
Rush-Pass-Pen ... ... ... ....... ...... . 7-6-0 8-16-2 
Rush Ans-Net Yards .. .. .... ...... 50-195 34-137 
Net Yards Passing ....... .... .............. 185 268 
Act-Comp-Int ... .. .... .. .. ..... .... 10-6-0 48-25 -3 
Total Plays-Net Yards ............ 60-380 82-405 
Avg. Gain Per Play ....... ...... ... ..... 6 .3 4 .9 
Fumbles-Lost ..... .... .. .... .. ...... ..... ... .. 1-1 2-0 
Penalties-Yards ....... ... ....... ....... ... .. 7-38 6-35 
Interceptions-Yards .. .. ...... ... ... .. ... 3-29 0-0 
Punts-Average .... ... .... .. ....... ...... 6-37.3 6-35 .5 
Punt Returns-Yards ...... ... ......... ... 3-22 1-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ... ..... ... ... ... 3-81 6-105 
Possession Time ........ ....... ......... 30 : 18 29:42 





7-10- 7- 10 --------- 34 
0- 6 - 8 - 0 --- ------ 14 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson, 16, pass from Jason 
Michael (Peter Martinez kick), 9:36 (27 yds, 
5 plays, 3:01) 
2nd Qpartt:r 
WKU- Jon Frazier, 55, run (Martinez kick), 14:51 
(88 yds, 4 plays, I: 53) 
MSU - John Marino, 30, field goal, 7:32 (56 yds, 
10 plays, 4 :37) 
WKU - Martinez, 40, field goal, 4:55 (43 yds, 
6 plays, 2:37) 
MSU - Marino, 24, field goal, 0:07 ( 19 yds, 
7 plays, 0:48) 
3rd Qpartt:r 
WKU - Frazier, 14, run (Martinez kick), 11 :03 
(71 yds, 4 plays, l :05) 
MSU - Luke Lawton, 15, pass from Scott Pendarvis 
(Jeff Hamilton pass), 3:49 (75 yds, 8 plays, 2: 13) 
4th QJwtr:r 
WKU - Michael, 2, run (Martinez kick), 13:49 
(79 yds, 10 plays, 5:00 ) 
WKU - Martinez, 23, field goal, 2:51 (2 yds, 
4 plays, l: 36) 
Attrndwce. 12,360 
INDMDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Jon Frazier 27-159 / 2 TDs 
MSU - Marcus Trahan 12-82 
Passing 
WKU - Jason Michael 10-6-0 / 185yds / l TD 
MSU - Scott Pendarvis 38-21-1 / 244 yds / 1 TD 
Ryan Corcoran 9-4-2 / 24 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Jeremi Johnson 3-90 / 1 TD 
MSU - B.J. Sams 7-69 
Jermaine Martin 5-74 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 6 / 37.3 
MSU - Jason Cook 6 / 35.5 
TacJ:les 
WKU - Brian Lowder 6-6 / 12 
Charles Thompson 8-3 / 11 
MSU - Roderick Royal 4-8 / 12 
2002 Western !Centucky Footba11 
Western !Centucky 0vera11 Team Statistics (as of Jan 03, 2003) 
Al.1 games 
TEAM STAT:IST:ICS OPP 
------------------------------------------------------
SCORING ...................... . 
Points Per Game ............ . 
F:IRST DOWNS .................. . 
Rushing ...... . ............. . 
Passing .................... . 
Pena1ty .................... . 
RUSB:ING YARDAGE .............. . 
Yards gained rushing ....... . 
Yards 1ost rushing ......... . 
Rushing Attempts ........... . 
Average Per Rush ........... . 
Average Per Game ........... . 
TDs Rushing ................ . 
PASSING YARDAGE .............. . 
Att-Comp-:Int .............. . 
Average Per Pass ........... . 
Average Per Catch .......... . 
Average Per Game ... . 
TDs Passing . .............. . 
TOTAL OFFENSE .... .. . 
Tota1 P1ays .. ............. . 
Average Per P1ay . .......... . 
Average Per Game .... . 
K:ICK RETURNS: #-YARDS .. . 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YARDS .. 
:INT RETURNS: #-YARDS ........ . 
K:ICK RETURN AVERAGE ......... . 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE. 
:INT RETURN AVERAGE . ....... . 
FUMBLES-LOST ............... . 
PENALTIES-YARDS ....... . 
Average Per Game ......... . 
PUNTS-YARDS .................. . 
Average Per Punt ........... . 
Net punt average ........... . 
T:IME OF POSSESSION/GAME ...... . 
3:RD-DOWN CONVERSIONS ......... . 
3rd-Down Pct ............... . 
4TB-DOWN CONVERSIONS ......... . 
4th-Down Pct ............... . 
SACKS BY-YARDS ............... . 
M:ISC YARDS . .................. . 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED ............ . 
F:IELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS ......... . 
PAT-ATTEMPTS ............ ... .. . 
ATTEND.ANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Games/Avg Per Game ......... . 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
Western Kentucky ... . 












































































































2002 Western Kentucky Footba11 
Western Kentucky 0vera11 :Individua1 Statistics (as of Jan 03, 2003) 
Al.1 games 
RUSHING GP Att Gain LoH Net Avg TD Lonq Avg/G PONT RETURNS No. Ida Avg TD Long 
----------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------
Jon Frazier 15 303 1606 69 1537 5 .1 12 56 102 .5 Antonio Veals 33 484 14 . 7 1 86 
Jason Michael 15 170 772 130 642 3.8 14 47 42.8 Shannon Rayes 14 125 8.9 0 34 
Jeremi Johnson 15 102 638 1 637 6 .2 2 61 42.5 Total .. . ....... 47 609 13 .0 1 86 
Maurice Bradley 14 150 580 8 572 3 .8 9 15 40 . 9 Opponents . . ... . 33 318 9 . 6 1 59 
Chria Miller 14 59 319 2 317 5 . 4 2 36 22.6 
Brock Baker 14 11 30 0 30 2 . 7 1 11 2.1 DffERCEPTICIIS No. Ida Avg TD Long 
Shannon Hayes 14 4 35 11 24 6.0 0 16 1.7 ---------------------------------------
Casey Rooney 15 6 30 10 20 3.3 0 13 1.3 Jera1y Chandler 5 56 11.2 0 22 
Alex Dukes 4 8 23 7 16 2.0 1 9 4 .0 Antonio Veals 3 77 25 . 7 0 37 
Jacques Johnson 3 3 7 0 7 2 . 3 0 3 2.3 Antonio Thomas 2 0 0 .0 0 0 
Curtis Hamilton 10 2 4 0 4 2 .0 0 3 0 . 4 Jtarl Maslowski 2 13 6 . 5 0 11 
Jerome Reaves 11 1 0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 0.0 Carl Birt■ 2 35 17.5 0 35 
Brian Claybourn 15 1 0 6 -6 -6.0 0 0 -0 . 4 c. Thoq,son 2 4 2.0 0 4 
TEAM 6 8 0 7 -7 -0.9 0 0 -1.2 Jon Drumond 1 0 0 .0 0 0 
Total . ...... ... 15 828 4044 251 3793 4.6 41 61 252 . 9 Brian Lowder 1 18 18 .0 0 18 
Opponents ..... . 15 560 2332 548 1784 3.2 20 47 118 . 9 Corey Shaw 1 18 18 .0 0 18 
Sherrod Coates 1 20 20 .0 l 20 
PASSING GP Effie Att-Cmp-Int Pct Ida TD Lng Avg/G Total . . ...... . . 20 241 12 .1 1 37 
--------------------------------------------------------------- Opponents ...... 6 114 19 .0 1 73 
Jason Michael 15 157 .11 165-100-5 60.6 1661 , 9 67 110.7 
Brian Claybourn 15 -200 .00 1-0-1 0 .0 0 0 0 0 .0 ICICIC RETURNS No . Ida Avg TD Long 
Alex Dukes 4 0 .00 1-0-0 0 .0 0 0 0 0 .0 ---------------------------------------
I Jerome Reaves 11 310 . 00 1-1-0 100 .0 25 0 25 2 .3 Jon Frazier 16 328 20.5 0 33 
Total ........ .. 15 154 . 95 168-101-6 60 .1 1686 9 67 112 . 4 Antonio Veals 11 236 21.5 0 32 
I Opponents .. . ... 15 106.02 348-174-20 50 . 0 2404 10 75 160.3 Jerc:m. Reaves 4 87 21.8 0 27 
Shannon Hayes 4 61 15.2 0 19 
RECEIVING GP No . Ids Avg TD Long Avg/G Jermny Chandler 2 47 23.5 0 24 
------------------------------------------------- Jtarl Maslowski 2 34 17 .0 0 23 
Casey Rooney 15 29 603 20 . 8 2 67 40 .2 Getty Cavitt 1 -4 -4 .0 0 0 
Jeremi Johnson 15 23 310 13 . 5 2 49 20 .7 Andrew Glover 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Shannon Hayes 14 20 241 12 .1 1 46 17 .2 Total .......... 41 789 19.2 0 33 
Jerome Reaves 11 14 310 22.1 3 53 28 .2 Opponents . . .... 54 888 16.4 0 .35 
Jon Frazier 15 5 78 15 . 6 0 54 5 .2 
Trey McMiller 11 4 60 15 .0 0 24 5 . 5 FtHILE RETURNS No. Ida Avg TD Long 
TOIIIIIIY Crockett 7 4 47 11.8 0 17 6 .7 ---------------------------------------
Hatt Rogers 12 2 37 18 .5 1 21 3 .1 Carl Birt■ 1 48 48 .0 1 48 
Total .......... 15 101 1686 16 .7 9 67 112 . 4 P . Raynolds 1 1 1.0 1 1 
Opponents .. . . . . 15 174 2404 13 .8 10 75 160 . 3 Total . .... .... . 2 49 24.5 2 48 
Opponent■ . . .... 1 41 41.0 0 41 
I 2002 Western ICantucky Footba11 





















1------ PATa ------1 
TD FGs lliclt Ruah Rev Pass DXP Saf Point■ 
0 18-25 49-50 0-0 
14 0-0 0-0 0-0 
12 0-0 0-0 o-o 
9 0-0 0-0 0-0 
4 0-0 o-o 0-0 
3 o-o 0-0 o-o 
2 0-0 0-0 0-0 
2 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
l 0-0 0-0 0- 0 
l 0-0 0-0 0-0 
0 0-0 0-0 0-0 











































































Total ... . . .. . . . 54 18-25 52-54 0-0 0 0-0 0 l 432 
Opponents ... .. . 32 8-18 28-29 0-1 l 1-2 0 0 246 
'1'0TAL OFFENSE G Play■ Ruah Paas Total Avg/G 
Jaaon Michael 15 
Jon Frazier 15 
JerG. Johnaon 15 
Maurice Bradley 14 
Chria Miller 14 
Brock Baker 14 
Jercae Reavea 11 
Shannon Bayea 14 
C&aey Rooney 15 
Alex Dukes 4 
Jacque• Johnaon 3 
Curtia Hamilton 10 
Brian Claybourn 15 
TEAM 6 
Total. ... . . .. .. 15 
Opponent■ . .. . .. 15 
335 642 1661 2303 153 . 5 





0 637 42 . 5 
0 572 40.9 
0 317 22 . 6 
0 30 2 .1 
2 0 25 25 2 . 3 

















7 2 .3 
4 0.4 
-6 -0 . 4 
-7 -1.2 
996 3793 1686 5479 365 . 3 
908 1784 2404 4188 279 .2 
PONTING No . Ida Avg Lon; TB FC I20 Blkd 
FIELD GOALS FGM-FGA Pct 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 Lg Blk -----------------------------------------------------
Brian Claybourn 67 2653 39.6 66 3 5 19 0 
Peter Martinez 18-25 72 .0 0-0 11-12 3-7 4-5 0-1 49 0 TEAM l 10 10 .0 10 0 0 0 l 
Total .... . ..... 68 2663 39 .2 66 3 5 19 l 
FG SEQUENCE Western !tentucky OPPONENTS Opponents . .. . . . 86 3384 39.3 62 6 5 16 2 
Kansas State (30) (36), (38), 44 
Kentucky State (29) , (24) 
Western Illinois 51 
Youngstown State (36) , (27) , 42 41 
HcNeese State (29), (27) (39) 
Northern Iowa 38, (27) (28), (21) 
Fla . International 
SHS (27) 
Indiana State (42) 55,42 
Illinois State 34, (20), (34), 37, (24) -
Southern Illinois (24) 
Murray State 54, (44) 
Western Illinois 24,32, (25) 55 , 53,61 
Georgia Southern (49) 56 
McNHH State (40), (23) (30) , (24) , 37 
































































I 2002 Western ~ntucky Footbal.l. 
Western Kentucky Overal.l. Defensive Statistics (as of Jan 03, 2003) 
~--
~ , .. _ 
Al.l. games .  , :, .• ) . 
• ! 
1--------Tackles--------l I-Sacks-I I ---·Pass Def---1 I-Fumbles-I Blkd ., 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS GP Solo Ast Total TFL/Yds No-Yds Int-Yds BrUp QBH Rcv-Yds FF Kick ' {, ----------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- ·i 
9 C . Thompson 15 93 66 159 21-63 7-37 2-4 7 2-0 2 
28 Brian Lowder 15 58 38 96 7-25 1-14 1-18 2 1-0 1 
48 Karl Maslowski 15 60 35 95 7-34 3-29 2-13 1 4-0 5 
11 Sherrod Coates 15 64 29 93 31-134 13-83 1-20 3 5 1 
18 Erik Dandy 7 54 36 90 13-43 3-22 4 
45 Jon Drummond 14 48 36 84 10-40 7-37 1-0 7 2 
4 Antonio Veals 12 53 29 82 3-77 4 1-0 3 
20 Jeremy Chandler 15 55 17 72 1-3 5-56 6 
12 P . Reynolds 15 36 35 71 13-36 5-22 1 1-1 
23 Carl Birts 15 38 16 54 4-10 2-35 6 1-48 
57 Kris Mau 15 24 17 41 5-33 3-27 3 1-0 1 
1-0 
., .... 
55 Chad Kincaid 15 19 20 39 5-7 1 
37 Antonio Thomas 14 16 19 35 2-0 3 1-0 2 
91 Corey Shaw 15 18 9 27 4-16 1-12 1-18 
97 Arthur Wilson 14 8 18 26 1-10 1-10 1 1 1 
53 Shawn Mccrimon 14 12 9 21 3-10 1-8 1-0 1 
92 Irele Oderinde 10 9 9 18 3-10 1 ,f 
31 Getty Cavitt 14 11 6 17 1 
90 Kinnus Paul 13 7 5 12 2-8 2-8 
32 Anthony Bates 13 7 4 11 1-5 
15 Casey Rooney 15 4 3 7 
16 Trent Willis 14 3 3 6 
27 Andrew Glover 15 5 1 6 1 
33 Darius Mccrimon 8 3 2 5 1-0 
5 Cris Riviere 8 1 3 4 
38 Bryan Adams 10 1 2 3 3 
30 Brock Baker 14 3 3 
26 Teco Dickerson 6 1 2 3 1-3 
22 Montez Trumbo 8 2 1 3 
19 Peter Martinez 15 2 2 
8 Brian Claybourn 15 2 2 
21 Jon Frazier 15 1 1 
13 Shannon Hayes 14 1 1 
2 Jerome Reaves 11 1 1 
49 Matt Rogers 12 1 1 
43 Curtis Hamilton 10 1 1 
41 Chris Miller 14 1 1 ·,,-~., 
TM TEAM 6 
Total . .. .. ..... 15 718 475 1193 132-490 41-296 20-241 54 15-49 22 4 
Opponents . ..... 15 637 589 1226 80-231 13-78 6-114 16 11-41 8 1 
I 
DAILY NEWS, BOWLING GREEN, KElfTUCIY 
RED TOWEL, from Al _, _ . 
: ~-
"We're in a different era now, where win-
ning is bold, oot pas.gve," Ransdell ~ · 
Bowling Green City Commissioner Alan 
Palmer then presented Western coach Jack 
. Harbaugh with a sign identical to those posted 
at seven entrances to the city poclaiming 
Western the 2002 NCAA Division I-AA 
natiooat champions. ' · · . .-:• · · ~ · 
''Since you a1mldy have the by to our 
hearts, we want to give yoo the key to our city 
and our respect," Palma- said •- ' · 
Warren County Magistrate Cedric Burnam 
followed Palmer and read a proclamation from 
Mayor Sandy Jones and Warren County 
Judge-Executive Mike Buchanon naming 
Saturday ''Hillt.opper Football Day." 
Spectators then watched a film clip oo a big 
screen TV of U.S. Rep. Ron Lewis, R-Ky., oo 
the floor of the U.S. Congress recognizing the 
team. , 
Athletics Director Wood Selig addressed the 
crowd at Diddle and said he was looking 
through some old files the other day and could-
n't find any that named Western national 
champions, adding they were now starting that 
file with hopes of adding to it in years to come. 
''Our football program has a chance to close 
the doors from the early 1990s of talk of exten-
sion with a program of distinctioo." Selig said 
In a unprecedented move, football players 
Jason Michael and Patrick Reynolds were 
awarded their diplomas because they couldn't 
attend the school's Dec. 14 commencement 
ceremony, which was the same day Western 
beat Georgia Southern. Quarterback Michael 
received a diploma in civil engineering and 
was summa cum laude. Defensive lineman 
Reynolds received a general studies degree. 
Michael then said that it was incredible for 
the fans to come out 
"It's a dream come true for any collegiate 
athlete. This team is really special. I've been 
saying it all year," Michael said ''It was truly 
a team effort in the national championship. 
This is a tint in a long line of successes, hope-
fully." . 
The big screen recounted the season with 
two films of highlights, and another that had a 
coogratulatory message f<r Harbaugh from 
legendary former Michigan coach Bo 
Schembechler, whom Harbaugh assisted for 
seven seasons in the 1970s. . 
,,,. 
..: ' ~ -.... ,· . 
The ceremony touched fans who came out.. 
Tommy Hardcastle of Bowling Green, a 
1986 graduate of Westem, ~ his kids, 
Taylor. 9, Travis. 7, and Ty.lez, 4, to the~ ,. · . ·. · , . , . . - . a1ntoa r.-ia/Dai/y N.ws .-...~ 
bratim. _ ; , :,, ,. . ,' · , ,.,~ Westam Kentucky University senior Joel Marks of_ Nashvile canies in a section of the goal-
"We went to the foodNtB: game ia past from Finley Stadium Jo ~ where the Hllloppers captured the national cham- .-..~ , 
Chattanooga and ,.,..,.,f • nr. . __ ._. - ...... title in December. . . . . : . . . en.,.,,,_ l1. ne wauu:iu lo- ~-... . . l . .' ':·· C , , ., ._, • I~~ - : ,• r' . 
come out today and suppm them." Harde.ale . . . "f think they did 111 .,.lll!ffll'I job tbia · _ "'Ibey'ie greal," 
said. ''Coach Harbaugh and assistant coaches · ym." Duffie said. '4Tbey hPe mnrinnally · James McCoy of Bowling 
are ~g in new dircc:tioo: tm Westan fool-. ~ ~ bigba' oonfa-ences and in~ years m employed by the university. . 
ball . - • · ·. ! :0 • being m the Gateway they woti l1. They'-ye -, ·· "I think this is a great honor. " McCoy said. ....,.~ 
· ~ says he hopes his clri1drm attend.,~~ a~ deal ::7 die ooadl ba act· . "Jack's done a wonderful job this year. football ~~~:= ~~~::c-~~::.~~:~f-:=~~~~and-~ ...... ~ 
wife. ~allo 1_rllllllld ID .... ...... ,:-: ., .... w; t sa: r :,,.,t-: · ~-i;j~- _,.\'.IJ.r. ~ -- 11s leam will be honored in Frankfort OD 
port. " •~' ~':-·• ,..-:·" : ~~ _. · :-_..; ·"" " or,. . . 'Tm stobci ca It. Hillqp,a.~• -• :,,Fla iliirtbueasoa's successes '~- .,, .,. - . .. - :;.:r, - ~ J' • ,: ' ' . ,, .. 
- . - - - - - - - - - - ---- - ----
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... ___ .---- .... _____ __ --· __ Sports DAILY NEWS. ,0WL1~0 GREEN.~-
, -· . ; 04 
it Michigan coach Bo Scbembecb- I'd cry on bis shoulder." for a cap and gown and they just 
ler, whom Hlllbaugb assisted for Along with video prescnta- kin<J of pulled us off to the side," 
seven seasons in the 1970s, sent lions, WKU players received Reynolds said. " It was great that 
a vi~ped message of CQD- commemorative championship they'd do something l.ike,tbis for 
gratulauons. < . watches as the song ''WeAfe the us. I'd much rather be 4own at 
~~mbecbl~ also bad (onna_:. Champions" played QYer ~c ;Georgia Southeot • and:·JDW a , 
Mich,an .· amstants and Har- sound sys~ ~ se_vctal ffill- ;graduation than a. .thtle wbea it 
baugb C<>'-worken Ti~~l ':)\lrtoa toppen ~ved;'. their ;pos,sea- 'happened." '/ · · , 
and Jerry H~on Jom !fl the ~ awards. · . i · ; ,: But with the lfll(iwltion ancl 
tape, but the tno couldn t help The most ~ _awards ' national cbam ionshi ceremo-
but poke some fun at Harbaugh. went to defensive hneman •·n th ~ti p th 2002 "J~ here's a bit of advice. If Patrick: Reynolds and quarter- • Y cam~ c re 00 c , . 
you run ~ option play and it back: Michael. ,· . . . . ~~n ts now ~pletc.. . ; 
docsn ' t gain any yards, try Because their graduation cerc- · · 1 ~ ready I~ 00~ there -~d · 
something else," Schcmbechlcr mony took: place on the same P.lay !1gbt now, Mtch~l wd. 
told Harbaugh, who bas an infat- day as Westcm's win over Gcor- But it~ to end aomeume ~d . 
uatioo with an option-based run- gia Southern, the pair of seniors I cOllldn t .. f~ I' better ,.tin& 









r-.:~ ~~"' \..I I.I 
~ 
'.'They _are ~ of my very . in a mak:es¥ft graduation ccrc- That di,dn t stop WKU ~- :, . 
dearest friends m the world and mony that mcluded the WKU ~nt Gary. Ransdell ~ ~- ·, · Cllntoa Lewta/Ooi/y,..,,. 
for Bo to bring them in there wu pep band's version of "Pomp mg about tho futur,, . ·• .,· WKU offe11alve lineman Ch~ 
very special," Harbaugh said . and CircUlDltance" and ca_ ps and "We've been cloee betote. but · :_>bPrice11 Fholatad tThl 8 NandtlonalE~ _.,___ d "J ---' I bad & R ".... til .. n--·-'·U' · a oun a on a "'~ war . erry auu ao_wns ,or: . eynolds and DC~Cf UU& un J IOW, ~ '{, Football Hall of Fame 2002 
Qfficea next to each odlcr and be Michael. · wd. ~ou Jaaow ,\11fbat? I ld-1 of. i' : F Kennedy Trophy on s. 
WU like my fatba confessor. . "I didn't QOW what to expect. like it and t~wc ought~ do ' , for ~ . Hl!nOJ>pJra ; . 
Whoa diinp weren't going well, , We 4idn't have to get measured it ._... 
1 
': ~, t.: · .;' 1 •• ;_;,:: , • _ their ~,t.;M title: · ·, ~ii,, · .. • 
· · -' , ·· r'·'· · ' , ·: s!,,,1, 1.~i. 
NOT11BOOK, fro B .... , ·· ••. ', . . ' .· ··1~ . . • ••• · r ~)·t "f · ·. ...~ ml ---.. --- --.---.-. --...... · - ·--. -... - . :-;,;, FALL,fromlB ~ · 
. points, a rebound, a block and a the way. He did and it was aspcc- tougbeat league game ot tbo ·)'!llji;,i1'-"1 l' < .' · : · ' .' ' f~~•l 
■ . • ■ steal_ in 1~ minutes of action. tacular play. It'• ~y g~ to_ sec in New Mexicq State." •· , ~~to::'=·~. JiJ 







~ a atcal around halfcourt kind f la " CfOW · :.' ;.. . ye ,_.,.. ..,._ IO ;:,.:.~,j -
and driving all the way in fuf a , 
0 
p y. After dra~g lea, than 4,00tft\,·thc ~ ~g probabli •.~ 
~ dllok:. Gimme a break :· I i fans for their lut two home '.,.~• _Inc as ~peel • . f •.lftl 
It a funny, when the play first The Hilltoppers have been games, Wcatcm Kentucky saw tllmgbt JS that tbia game 1$ ~ 
startecU ~as tdling him to pass it, playing their best bask:etbal.l of 6,418 come ~gh the E.A. Did~ to J>e woo at ,the defeoai~ ~?( 
~ he dido 't hear me," Felton the season in their last four die Arena tums~~ Saturday. . · ~ court. · · ~ \ • i 
.aaid. ''<Alce be took two dribbles, games, but now have a full week: Felton w•~ttc&!ofthe~d,\ ·,.•·•·"WO-~J•.)'.~ ~ be aha.IQ~ 
!,hou&h. I. bad a pretty $ood feel- off before playing at New Mexico for Thursday ru~t s game . wttb , l'!, P,me ~ 1-1 mala bia 
mg that he bad a chance Ill go all State 00 Saturday. N~ Orleans, which was It~ b! , ~ •-'defcmivs. ·.,.' .· . _ ...... 
,;•., , .,· , S 'ght think ·t ould be the mclement weather. . ·,- lll a c)pse. _.,· , .. 
· · 0 ~ mt 1 w The WKU coach was much. .,,,..,"- · · ~ : · ' 
better if the team could keep play- happier with the fans following · Los~ ~ ~ · Y. 
• • 
ing so as not to lose momentum, the win over South Alabama. ynth . 20 pomta. ,:f . . illbert . 
· but Felton doesn't see it that way "Wb fnr.1rti added 16 poirtts and Qino • en we came out o ,-.--ce rebounds R 11 led t1.a , ....., 
"I don't mind the brealc. You this afternoon and I saw all that J .th· 
15 
us~ · . T ~ 
can always ~e advantage of snow, boy, it just really upset me," ags w1 . pomts.' . . . i 
some rest and it also allows me a Felton said. "I was worried about WcStem rctum, to, -.~tioa 
c~ to go out and .. get so~ what it might mean. The crowd Th~~y. when It ; ~ 
recnnttng work done, be said. was great, though. They were into Lou1s1ana-~ayctte. nppff. ~ 
"And, it gives us some time to the game and were a big part of ICbcduled for 7 p.m. · ' 
prepare for what might be our the victory tonigbL" 
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Western Wins Its first43ver 
I-AA championship with 
34-14 win over McNeese 
State in ChattW,J,ooga . . " 
By ROJ HEIUl8T ·· i ' rr. Daily N.ws , . ....... ~ . 
CHATTANOOGA, ~ - Bil Red 
daaced with ~-Westan K.eo-
lUCky defcnaive  David EIIOG 
did biJ venioo of ~ jwnpna 
jicb. The Hilllqlpfn .fl!(' uphill ill die 
end zoneof~y • · .. : · 
They all bad aood to 111:t lilly -
it WU time, to . :·II> 34-14, I-AA 
national c · . · 'yictory over 
McNeac Slalc. · •' · · 
'1 wish I aiwd deacdbc ii. but you ~y 
can't." WKU quarterbadt 18800 Michael 
lllid. '1t'1 almait impoaiblc to compro-
head, 111d you am't cbaibe the fccllng at 
all." 
In fact. lllOlt Hilltoppct■ couldn't com-
~ whit ~ like a ridiculous 
afterthoughl earlier this year. Even WKU 
coach iack Harbaugh, who usually hu 
plenty to say, was left ._.y speecbles,. 
"You £WI'.~ deactjbc it." Qarbaugb said. 
"It's -~~-you. -,- about and 
'i';·'Westem's ·toot.:ai'I'"li'isto,y;· reality 
has sometimes been harsh. At one point 
under Harl>augh 's watch, the progrwn 
was only one vote away from extinction 
because of a budget crisis. 
It survived the neaNlcath experience. 
The 2002 season was also harsh for the 
Hilltoppers. Their playoff hopes hung on 
·•~•c 1111 ~·1 / Duily Nt'lws a thin rope as they started off the year with 
Weslern fans (above) tear down Iha goal posts in the endzone following the Hillloppers' win over McNeese Stele in the NCAA Division I-AA champ,onsh,p game at a 2-3 record - far A:,.~ it seemed from 
f.lf)_~y_Stadium In 9~._T,O~- Weslem _Ken_l~ U_f!ll(!.fJi1U~Jir.~-'~llll!ikMliNl_G.r...-i, ChM!I f.Alllall IIIINlll !he.811JM1!, w~ .. m ~ --- ... .., . . . --· ~,. . - · · 1 t 
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Hardin said. ''We are thrilled" 
Most of Hardin's neighbors follow 
the University of Kentucky. 
"I may live in Big Blue country, 
but I bleed red," Hardin said. 
Ben Mooney, a 1993 graduate who 
lives in Evansville. Ind., didn't expect 
the Hilltoppen to win this year. 
"'Ibis is awesome," Mooney said. 
The drive ~ to Evansville may 
· be easier with the win, but it could be 
harder. · 
"All the partying we're going to 
do ~ght, I don't know," Mooney 
said. I · · · 
Once the Hilltoppen got tq the 
game, Mooney was amfidml of a 
victory. . . 
"I had a good feeling since 
(McNccsc State) beat us carliel' in the 
year," Mooney .said. "It's lwd to beat 
a team twice." · 
The Hilltoppen bad a good season 
last year, but fell abort of their expec-
tations. 
◄~ • ~ ,i.;-~~ -~~,~ . \ • • 1·· . . .,,.· ' .
· • . r• I Y,,+4 · # 
' ' -\ W' ;, -~ ~ •·t•~ I t .I' • ( '.. . • ' .!., 
,;i,• -.\ . 'i . ' .:"•' 
"· fl, .. ' ~ ' ' . II,, .. _i , •. · °'II ' Ji;' ..  ..,., ~- . . ,, 
~
. ·:; . ,.~.. ' ' .. ·' . ,.. ·- ... . . . . ,, ... 
l~ -~· \1· 4J 
I "We just wanted them to finish Miranda Pedenon/Doily News 
what they started last year," Bomer Western Kentucky football fans celebrate a Hllltopper touchdown whlle watching Westem's 1-M 
said ''We finished." • national championship victory at Buffalo Wild Wings Friday night. 
CHAMPS, from 1A-
making the; playoffs. 
But WKU reeled off six 
straight wins throughout the rest 
of the year, continuing its streak 
in the playoffs with four magical 
victories to end a magical sea-
son. 
Although the Hilltoppcrs led 
comfortably throughout much of 
the game, the celebration could 
finally begin with 4:27 le~t in the 
game. Up 31-14, an interception 
by defensive lineman Corey 
Shaw (the first of his career) set 
off pandemonium on the Western 
sideline. , 
Then the minutes slowly 
ticked off in the crisp Chat-
tanooga air before the Hilltop-
pcrs officially became champi-
ons. Only minutes after winning 
the crown, Western had proof of 
its national championship, don-
ning T-shirts and bats claiming 
them the best. · 
Maybe Michael made the 
most sense of it Friday ni¥,ht. 
'This is simply special. ' 
, ,J' !' " \ f 'i i .. . ,. / •' 
aqk ' . : .... . ·_·i GROWERS, from 1A 
convicted ' J ' both public health and the state fis- '1t seems to me like fanners arc cigarette tax is coming," Prather Franklin, said such a mcaslU'O suggested that tho amount of 
having a hard enough time, much said. "We're hopeful that if it does · would have to start in the House. tobacco settlement money coming 
lc.,s having to deal with the tax," come, it will be in a small amount But Sanders questions the rclia- to the state could decline because it 
Blanton said. "It's ridiculous We don't want any increase, but if bility of revenue from such a tax. · is based OD the amount of tobacco 
..E ,_ A federal cal coocems, by decreasing youth 
a fmna: Hardin, smoking ~ and by providing 
resident of mak- revenue for oecdcd programs," 
loans and using said Julie Brackete, director of 
finance pmonat Advocacy for the American Heart 
-es. Association and chainnan for Kcn-
v'alt!,, 50, of tucky Health Investment for Kids 
was convicted Coalition - two of the 15 groups 
ur counts of mis- supporting a tax increase. 
bank funds by a Figures from KHIK suggest that 
r1d one c~t of a 75 cent increase would save 
! statement tn ,a 25,000 lives and generate more 
e U.S. Attorneys th $300 .11. . an nu ton m revenue, 
tp to 150 years in acconlin~ to . a news release from 
.lion fine and five the organi~uon. . 
•ised release. His But Odis Blanton, former tobac-
:t for March 25. co floor sales supervisor for War-
' occurred while ren County, said an additiooal tax 




knocking tobacco like they do. It we do get one, then we hope for "It wouldn't bring in the same sold in the state. · 
probably won't stop anybody from not any more than 3 cents." amount of money from year to In addition to the 3 cents tax OD 
smoking. People will just have a Kentucky's3-cents-a-packciga- year because consumption would each pack of cigarettes, the state 
worse time affording cigarettes." rette tax is the nation's second- likely decline when the tax receives 6 perccot sales tax, he 
Rippy agrees. lowest, expected to generate $7 increased," Sanders said. "Some said 
"Cigarettes shouldn't be paying million in revenue for the state this states that have raised taxes find "I just don't believe there would 
for all the problems states have," year. that their revenue is actually less be support for that in the legisla-
he said. "Right now, we' ll continue to than in previous years. We've got ture," Wtlkey said. "We need to 
Harold Prather of Lexington, a move forward with the 75 cents. to be careful not to outtax the bor- look at modernizing and updating 
member of the Burley Tobacco There may be a time for a compro- der states. the tax code so that it is more fair. 
Growers Association board, said misc further down the road," said "And what I would want to do is Wtlkey declined to say whether 
his group has joined the discus- Carol Roberts, executive director talk to some people in congres- any increase had a chance of pas-
sions on such a tax because of the of Kentucky ACTION, a health sional delegation and make sure an sage if it were promoted as a way 
possibility it will be raised by law- advocacy group. increase wouldn't have an effect to curb teen smoking. 
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'- Javl/Daily twws 
Western Kentuctcy'S Jon 
Drummond taddes McNeese 
State's Luke Lawton in the sec-
ond quarter. The Western 
defense only allowed the 
Cowboys a field goal following 
· a Hilltopper tumover. 
OIAMPIONS, from lB-
sherroo Coates said. UWe knew 
holding them to a field goal 
would take the wind out of their 
sails." 
If holding McNeese State to 
the late field goal took the wind 
out of the Cowboys' sails, the 
McNeese State boat officially 
sunk late in the third quarter. 
After McNeese State cut 
Westem's lead to 24-14 with 
3:34 left in the third quarter, it 
seemed ready to hold the 
Hill toppers' offense to a third-
and-out and seize momentum. 
But a third-and-13 screen pass 
to Frazier went for 54 yards. 
Then on a third-and-3 at the · 
McNeese 6, a tough second-
effort run by Frazier gave WKU 
another first down and Michael 
finished the drive with a 2-yard 
touchdown run to put WKU up 
31-14. 
'They were overpursuing ( on 
defense)," Michael said. "We 
ran that play earlier in the game 
and couldn' t complete it. Jon 
got it and made people miss 
with just a great run. We felt 
like it was our game to lose." 
With the help of the screen 
pass, Michael finished with 185 
passing yards. 
Unlike last weekend, when 
the Hilltoppers blew a 17-point 
fourth-quarter lead only to win 
'4he -game · in the- final minute, 
there woold be DO such dramat-
ics Friday night. 
A 37-yard field goal attempt 
by Marino was blocked by 
Arthur W-tlson to preserve 
Westem's 17-point lead with 
just UllCb 11 minutes left in the 
game. 
"I dido 't think Arthur could 
jump two inches," Harbaugh 
joked. 
- - nii~-
Westem's Antonio Veals blocks a McNeese State field goal attempt 
In the Toppers 34,;.14 NCAA Division t-AA championship game at 
Finley Stadium in Chattanooga, Tenn. · 
' / 
- -~- - ~ ~- ~ ........-z:nazxa,;·5,. ltln ·Ms- ·J ,•·s ·• - 3Mi '.iJJJC l .1- us.:ii: •2!$,t~ .. !.,-~~ --
Joe Imel/Daily Nr,vs 
lwestem Kentud<y's Chal1es Thompeon celebntlN Friday following thl ~ • NCAA DMllcn I-AA~• win_. McNwe Slate at Fney S1adium In Chattanooga, 




at midfield after 
the Toppers 
NCMDM8ionl· 
AA win 0118r 
Mc:N.-State 
at Finley Stadium 
in Chdanooga, 
Tenn. 
HlC · FRIDAY. DECEMBER 20, 2002 · USA TODAY 
,14, ~.. ~· --~ i • .College football 
For those who stayed, a championship game . 
11 ye~after its · ,:_ ~1wn ID• up cmc11q •, 
1death ' Kentucky "Co.ch mikes you underst,nd the . 
fo 
. . . pnt,• he says. "Hr bmlcs It down., you . 
• : cmr'Nlyseelt. · ' plays .r, 1-M J;i~. . ~ ~ father M.IY from ~ 1_ QI! 
. . . · , , . ,1; f ~Ii ", . tilll: wtth lim, and I know he'll liw me die 
-~X.~Ruib.il "'•• ,.,1 .,'. .;,: 1,. bestadvlctlrouldew!r.-.NFID . r 
U!i/\~ , q; , .•o wllhlim. .l'ddidll'him . __ •.,,: , '. 
~ll~ai,>,_tlle~ICfll--· ........... ___ I. 
tuclcy ~ ~ IJllll(illll wude-
diml 11e~ . . · , ■■llfl lhltr ~ on-lldd ~ the 
The school's Boird "11$1D. with the ffliltW ltaDppm Wfnl from 2-8 In 198SID 1~ 
backing or the ~~ ID ellmNle In 19il'7 RI hid subilzrcl ~ 1998 .. 
tht sport md its SII00.000 , year~ on ~donor~ an endowmtnt 
thestrualing~~"l's II' fund !mt. wll pve the IJl'lllQlll'3 n-. 
Fr~theHIIJIOppffl intheNCM .-:-_o.a--. IMl'22y,t.m. 
Divisionl-M pme~ ._._,...__ llil'II .. -·~:11JOOthttumwas1~UlldefNled 
6:30 p.m. m . · . Jn lht Ohio Volley Coa1111cu1d 111Mt It , 
How tht tr,m ume NCk Is lht ~ ol • t. • tht 1-MQIYl1ftfln.1ls. 
, determined heid COKh me! how he roll- The 1r1111 stlanbled IISt year. c1mDDn 
Ued his ~ '- ll1endl lllld bis ~ - ID 8-4 elilowq lair leids _. nvi 
inlund th,( quest I . • : . Northffn bwa (2~) In lht ftlUW ll!il-
J,ck Harb.1~ tDQI danei11101' says son RI HQ, 3-r~ f'unMI (l◄ -20) In 
~ co,cb. rrs, Job he's held b 40 ol the Int IOlllld of lht pl¥fs. It W¥. l¥Jw.. 
his 63 yem. most or them .u .. m1st1nt .ewr. 111e um-~-~ , 
ii some !ht best progr,ms In the l'litlon: season. · · • , , · 
Michigm. Pittsbl.qh. lowi ,nd St.1nbd. This 51!i1011 didn't look prcirnilq. The 
Thousmds or~ 11,,<e 1ie,n11m -------'--"' 11111oppei, 1ost their 111p two ql!atlr-
gmeUy birk ibove the dln'of·s-;dal- · blcb,thelr1Dpbirrusl)ennlthe-
lield colli1ionsandwhlsdes. ' -- E.aii••- ....... ~dell!nslw~ ' .-,,.,,-Co,cliJl! is in hil blocdne:-Jm- · But f1 !Urlfflnl47 lrtiff wtmen i-.. 
.m &pro quarllrb.lck ill the Nl'1 iDd is _.,.._..,....,._,_ __ ,_.,.c,..~ ... , · 111:ned.lncullrwtheenlireollnllveli)e. · 
now m '5Sl,t.lnl cOiCh wllh lbe 0aklnl ...... , wllaer:Westrrn Ktntucky tmdl J,ck Harb.lugh COIIYinc~ !ht Board ol~ ID rescind its ,J,nu,ry 1992 decision ID . · '111ey'lle been the lblllMzffl b us,• . 
~rs; son john is ~.£0idt kWtheprognm,nd,thoughconditionsv«>uldbehnier,prornisedthepYyen. "Thosewho-wllbt~• . . , Hlrbqh.._ ·A111rthmtL111iloaalllt -
for the ~ Eaalell nf daflUI' : · · · . ~ cu .._ IIIIJa9 dla _, Is 'lb-
]o.llR is mar~ID Tom Cl'Qfl. ~ bas- COiChes nl f;ms be~ the board ID l'f-- t1q,• Hnqb' wyL. "Lib ... the llh,'"' , · ' 
ketball COKh • . ·· , . consldet £1ll1ily tmn. • · The Mn "'11DCIIQllliedf#-
lwbillllh ume to ~ ,s "The miln rope 011 the carpi~ ~k The Hilloppffl ctift ~ the alb b -.-,t11e'='1pme1, 11fte loaa. lDDl-
hrid cOKh In 1989 a a llw-Rason Hubqll.· Fl!lx QYS. •If' hr hid decided nrw lllibms b the 1994 selSOII, so Jm vision I-A KMlSiS sr. (48-a) al hU 
stintitWestrrnMichizm.Henlhiswll!; th.It ltwisn't" ID work. I don't think used bis comectlons • Fila ID art wi- Wesm-nlllinols(14-0)nl~~ 
J,clde. ~inkMwitlithtwrdantWICU Wfwouldi-mideit.• bms designed n1 rmde. 11Yt dtslp (J8-13}.hidthem1111theirhffll. 
CaJ111US in Bowling Green. wlich, despltr By , 5-4 wtr, bolNU was rrinsuttd. wll bt worn In the chmlpionshlp ~ - On Oct 5 they cllq ID , 7-3 hilftlrnt 
the school's ~,phic ~ is ic- but the conditions they ~ were He s,t some nrw i>olb,D shon from leid dl1t I tbthtin low, trim they 
tually in south-centroll  harsh. The progr,m lllOffil from Dtith Nikr, then .ulird his lndl,nipolis Colts should" 11,,<e dominated. In the locm 
But iftrr, 6-5 start, thqs bepl ID un- Row ID confinerilfflt it h,rd labor: the six- trillllNln to drop thtir used piirs - room. Harb,ugh reninded his p&,yers of 
rM.'I. In 1990, the ten - :i-11. i>loMd m,n co,ching st.if - cut ID iu, schol- which they~ b my, 1Wek - into, their promise ID finsh, nl theyilc( 31-12. 
by 3-8 .md 4-6 Sl!iSOIIS. mhips slished from 63 to 50 RI tht cardbo,nl box hr=· tht locktr room. They'"' rollNt up nine ~ vie· 
<Mr,U was hiMd Jm would drlw ID · Glttn on off tories, Including 1 31..28 win 
ThrNtmed prap'lllll Harb= immediate t1Sk · WIS to days ID deliver the shoes ID ~s. .ig,blSt 'tYesm'n Illinois In ~ qu,r-
. StiUlch !ht e,gxkJs or co,chts .md ~ Jim's first rwuit in Florida ms Willie trrflnals .md .mother owr Georp South-
WKU's NSketb.il trim hid, solid rep- ~captbff: HarbaUllh embnces who SllW tht progr,m headed nowhti-e. ~m ilkLJtr quarterbKk who hid ern In the SfflliliNls. 
utation in hoops-m,d Krntucky, .md bot- Sl!llOr iju,rlr!b.lCk ],son ~chlel. He posted , sign - .md a promise - in been pursued by lennessee, Florid,, Ne- They i- one list ~ ID liish: , ""' 
ball was m afterthought. The school was the lockrr room thit remains to this d,y: brasJca .md ftondi State but licked the milch with McNeese sr., this lime In 
going through a ~ crisis in ]anu,ry 011 Feix Field. "Those who st,y will be ch,mpions. • grides to p,ss muster in Division 1-A. tht nation,1 ch,mpionship. 
1992. and the f,culty council SllW i>olb,ll · Hirbaugh says ht, too, w,s stunned by "I couldn't believe thit Jim Harbilugh 'Win or lose, this has been, Jrrit ll!il- • 
as dll overfed goose thit wasn't I.tying the news. PuJUnatosrth« was calling me," Taggart says. · 11 was such son." Hart>augh says. ·eut the most re--
golden eggs. '1'he ~st point WIS hiving to go talk a Jll)0d fit, because I was looking for a warding seasons were lht ones hr foot-
The sl'hool president .md Board or Re- to the team and tell them thit we wouldn't The Harbaugh family rallied around the school where I could stay, not just play for b,U came bick. After I.1st week's pnr, I 
gents conrnrred, and phone calls_ were be playing the next year. Football was fin- cause. Jim spent his NFL oft'season as an two years .md move on." came home to dozens md dozens or 
mddr Ill Hdrbdugh and athlt-tics director ished. he says. un)>.lid assist.mt co,ch, recruiting players Taggart not onlHtayed at WKU. he be- phone messages from former pl.tyers who 
Jimmy frix . But the more he thought about it. tht in Florida. came the top n1s · quarterb.lck in 1-M· hid been there in the le.m yem. • 
"Whrn the president called .md told me infrier he got. John. who was recruiting lor tht Univer- history, amassing ,997 yards and 11 1'heir messages hid a common thrme: 
th,lt we had to cancel spn~ practace, I al- At my age (then 5211 didn't haw, hell sity or Cincinnati_ at the time, kept a sec- school records for rushing and scoring. Westayed,.mdwe're,Uch,mpions.· 
most famted on the spot, rec alls FelX, or a lot of pl.tees to go.· he s,ys. "So 1W ond list of potential recruits for his did. He~ now the Hilltoppers' quarterb,cks 
who was dn All-America quarterb.1ck m lought bick." Son-in-1.tw Crean was there to give or- coich .md oft'ensive co-coordinator Jim N: coUeges/us,today.com: Westrm ICfll--
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"You hear from people you 
haven't heard from in four or five 
years," Michael said.. "People call 
you and .e-mail you from bigli 
school. People you didn't even. 
know were still around. It's fun 
that everybody realizes 'What. 
you've done here." 
The native of Louisa in easian 
Kentucky estimates he'll have : 
"couple hundred" family mem-
bers and friends at Finley 
Stadium on Friday night 
"I think the whole town of 
Louisa is going," Michael joked. 
Play like the pros 
. he Imel/Doily News 
Western Kentucky's Richard Gervais, a senior from Fl Lauderdale 
Fla., makes faces at photographers during media day at the NCAA 
DMsion 1-AA championship. Teammates Curtis Hamilton (left) and 
Eric Ravellette (right) laugh as Gervais clowns around. 
Now Harbaugh understands 
how rough $ODS Jim and John 
Harbaugh have it in the NFL. The 
younger Harbaughs are assistant 
coaches with the Oakland Raiders 
and Philadelphia F.agles and are 
used to playing a grueling, 16- . With the release of the first two cent overall grade, an assignmmt 
game regular-season schedule, - · All-America teams Wednesday, grade of 98 percent and a 90 per-
plus any playoff games. By now Western Kc:otucky is oo its way to cent factor grade, and has been 
the elder Harbaugh is usually oo having a consensus choice for .the m,dited with 136 pancake blocks 
Christmas vacation. 1bird consecutive season. and 37 decleaters. 
Friday will make game No. 15 Senior Chris Price was selected Price has not allowed a sack 
for the Hilltoppers. Since arriving first-team All-America by both and has been whistled f<X" only 
at WKU in 1989, the Hilltoppers the American Football Coaches two penalties OD 890 soaps. 
have played at least 12 games in a Association and the Associated . Coates leads the Hilltoppen 
season only three previous times. Press, and was joined by fellow and the coofen:oce with 29 tack-
"It's been a hectic season," senior Shemxi Coates OD the AP Jes for loss and 12 sacks, collect-
Harbaugh said. ''My sons would ·team. · 1 ing 88 total tackles - all career 
say, 'Dad, you don't undentand ~cc. ~ 6-foot. ~pound highs. He has forc.ed a team-higb-
the NFL season. The NFL season Indianapolis, Ind., · nsident, bas tying five fumbles, txoken up two 
is unbelievable.' Well, I think I earned All-America honors the passes, blocked a kick, and he 
understand now." last three years and has been a ffitUmed his only interception of 
All-Americans 
first-team all-Gaf:Cway Football the ltaSOll 20 yards for a touch-
Coofereoce selection each of the down in a 31-12 victory at 
1ast two seasons. He has a 90 per- Northern Iowa OD Oct 5. . 
. . ~ > 
WESTERN, from lC-----------....:.,._ __ _ 
allowing the Eagles to shoot ·we would win the ,-me" .-that-be could have and part cl it 
45.2 percent. That's exactly~~ was his teammates not really 
''We played very, vecy good m. · Soutbem Miss bit Ill first Jooting for him." Green said. 
half-court defense (in the first four _shots of 1be secood half, ~ . Sparks led Wcstem with ~ 
half), but we didn't play vecy was JUSt 4-for-20 from the floor m ......: ..... and a1so· _ .... _ ... 
15 
• 
good transition defense," Feltoo the final 17 minutes. - __, pomlL 
said. "They got several dunks in Clwles · Gaines Jed Soudan -1be Hilltoppcrs return to 
transition that we couldn't guard Miss with 17 points-14 of which .action Friday night at home 
and they got too many second came in 1he first half. · ·· ttpinst St Francis. SouthmlMus 
shots. I told our team that if we "'"In the le00Dd half, I 1bmk - hosts Adcansas-Uttle R.ock-«1 . ;:;;;, :u: ~ lhings, ~ . ~ ~n~ :'."'.r- ~, "7;;/ }{iiwf .: 
• - , ""; - d ·· :.,, 
--------- -
............ Iii- . .... OI loiAA CKA■P.IONSHIP 
· 11.11 ..... ....., .. ~-· s.r.1 
----GREEN. IIJ.-_, --...., =::=·:~~...,and ____ o/ .. __ 525)1Wda. 
-..uas,,, 
.._ Z1 asTa mnaY I 
filrr.M 
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Roderick Royal said. "So we need to be 
real physical with him." 
11.11WEIYBII 11BnUC1Y 41. 
IGUl1IEIII 1Ja111111 
,/ ' . r. STAB PHOTO IY JOHN l.twt.rroN 
if'· After waiting his tum to be the full-time starting quarterback at Westem Kentucky, Jason Michael has 
•:•tf IIMt. ~ ~ -,ld ltie.lQolball ~ spinning in his direction heading Into today's I-AA title game. 
A defense preparing to stop him at qwu-, 
terback - just bow Michael always envi-
lioned it. 
Nov.16 
CARBONDALE, IU. - Fnlzlar rumbled lor 179 yard& 
and two IICOl88, fullback Jelllllll Johnson gained 86 
and Michael added 76 on Ille ground as WKU cloMd 
Ille niguiar 1N8011 with 11x C0IIMCUlhl9 WWII • . 
E-mail Jay Greeson at 
I ,ti .. P , J '\, ' ·/'1 , . . ,· ' j . ' • 1 · " 
: , ; , V , 1 ' t'.. ',. 1 . b:\. . .. 
,paon@times~ 
WF.SI'ERN KENTuCKY'S PLAYBOOK: 
11. 11 WEITEIII IBIIUCIY... '• ... 23 _, l1l1E. 
J ·ilt·- L 
' ir.l'· "' ' ~ STRONGSIDEZONEOPTION 
Nov.30 
90WUNG GREEN, Ky. - Jomeon had 180 of Wl<U'I 
350 ya/de on Ille ground, lfld Ille Hlllloppaq c:rWllild I > 
MIii a 24-polnt 11111 quartar In lhe pla)'off CJplMi. •, · . · iJ 
i,\ (J,~\f r. A. 
. v1;:i : 
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:="..=.---- 1.1m,:a ~= .,;;'".: ·:.i:_~;;: 
; dndor limed for tile~--. ■ WR, Sl)lnnan--. H. ■ OlB, 8twrocl CalN, 8-2, JMon MkN111111.22 1~ eo.e 1.4'11 a 106.4 ' ■ (1 ... 77) Romeo C..-: A tonne, WKU pla)w, hi II 185, .w., McKenzie. Tim. 225, Sr., 8c¥iton Beach, Fla. Alu~ o.oo · 1~ o.oo o . O ,0.00 . ,_ ___ d,_""'_,,_ .,__, =--~!';g = .. =-..,,.a ...,..,_ "'- V., ........ 
f nte TAOPHV CASI ' I.< ■ 11HN OWfll (ID, =  .;. : -~:.~;: An1on1o Vaa1e 31> 482 12.7 0' ·Ill 
. 1 . . • 111 H -• ■ TE, Rufua Sllldn, W. ■ ILB, Kart Muloweld, 8-1, 235, . ■ Flrlt YNr of~ 
1
~ TIie ta,pper. halll nMr WDII ....... ~ Thi 340, Jr., lr,dnpOIII. Ind. Jr., New Lenox, IH, KICK RETURNI No. v• . Avg 1D 1:-"'9 . ·-- ... -·•""' -d•-- liii =. ... 7 i,;Cll8,Jonn..-.. .. ~.iJ JonFrazier 14 270 111.3 0 3-1 I natlonal 1111e, and wlN make their ~·- bac:11 Jin~ Ill ,_ , . -:---,..,,r,, ~. 
' Dllr/ We8lem Kanlucky played for tile DMalon II c:hlln1»- WKU c::oadl ,_ U\IMd '41;,. ~ r . . <£,d l3Q. er .. ,MllnJI . I I ' I :; ~CEPTION8 No. ,. Avg TD Long 
;: . and 75 . a " ....,. Jeremy Chandler II 118 11.2 0 22 . onahlp In 1973 . coach Jack HalbaUgh hu I ~ lie PfOl1W'I II-. M... ■ LG, Chr11 Pltcl, '"'• - ■ CB, Jeramy Chandler, 5-9, Antonio Veale 3 77 25 7 0 .. ST 
I Playoff~: WKU will u b cuntn1 i.i,.. Har- Sr. Indianapolis. Ind. 160, Jr., Indianapolis ' · , 3
1'9001dlnfourtnpstothepostseasonlnhis14seasona ---OOIICfl =-'---------- -- __ ---- ____ __ _ AntonloThomu 2 o, o.o o •, -
the HUhoppers. This year's 11-3 club can match the &dlool = the k110o1 amo■t " C, Daniel --• N, 185. : CB. Cait Blrta, 5-10, 170, -; Cart Birts 2 311 17.11 0 35 
IICOld for wins set by the 73 runner-up team. cenoeled the lllOllal PIO- ~ Bolllling QIIIII. Kr, ., Olaechobee, Aa. · ,,J TACKLES Solo Alt Tot TRN• 8ac:11a lltJp 
ER i,wn., the Nltv 191101. ■ AG, Rlc:twdGIMla. 6-3, ■ SS, Brian Lowder, 5-9, 195, C Thompson 85 63 148 20-60 7-37 e PLAYERS YOU MIGHT REMEIIB -G Qulllc So Ilia 1MC11on ID"■ HI- 300, Sr., Nor11 ~ -f1:'·_ Jr, Bowling Green, Ky. Erik Dandy 54 36 90 13-43 3-22 4 
I (2001) Joleph Jefferaon: Played In the Bl~ ray ~· bef1II., lie* ■ RT. Buatar -,, M . 290, ■ FS,-Anionlo V... 6-0 190, ~ Kart Maslowald 57 31 88 8-33 3-29 
Md was a third-round pick of the ~~n;i~rid,~ Clullc. game la~ ~. ~I\': , • . .,. .Jf., ~ . ~ ' ' .\ Sherrod Cata 62 24 88 29-123 12-711 
. :-»...'..':.=.":.::-... ~ .... """"- ;:;::----... ""'---... ··--ut -- "f .. "" .... =m:ttu, ' n. . . ·~ ~~ . ~ r~1~-"" 
Br DAVID UCHIYAMA said. "Both teams nan the hall and down and -w 1oet It on the I-yard fr . 
STAnWarna take care of ~he .fo~tball. They line," Heacock said. ·Like most postgame enzy 
Younptown State coach Jobtt both have sohd kicking games. games, it came down to a 
ffeacoclt couldd't find a way to "They're not going to trick each turnover." 
beat either Western Kentucky or other.~ . Heacock declined to make a 
McNeese State this season. Mc Neese State beat prediction, but he Yid he',~ 
BY DAVID UCHIYAMA the Grizzlies won. 
,.' 
. His Penguins lost to McNeese Youngstown State by running the for Western Kentucky because it 
State 28-13 in their second game hall for 190 ~s. It also returned is in the Gateway Conference 
of the year and 13-7 to Western a punt and an mterception for a along with his squad. 
STAn warn■ "He turned to me and said, 
Kentucky the next ~kend. touchdown. MContrary to what others think. 
Heacod said he isn't ~ "They made all the big plays," : I think our conference is the best 
to 1ee two of hit opponents play- Heacock said. "They really have out there," Heacock said. "Any 
Ing for the Division I-AA cham- big play capabilities." team that comes out of our con-
pionshlp tonlght at 6:30 in Finley Western Kentucky beat ference can win a national cbam-
Stadlum. • . \Pounptown State by forcing a plonship." 
' "Both tM, 1ft aow p~ . fwnble •ta critical Juncture. , .•, E-mail David Udil}l'Gfflll at , Youngstown State 
, at the top of their pme," Heacock , "We were going in for a totid,. di,chiyama~ coach John tiMcoclc 
,'. )' I • '' I ' cfq l Sff · I'l l ti t\ ·• · j 
?: 1.,· .. ·\.:.,·· ,_:,. "~it/'.hl.; , ..... , ._·.... ,·n ,· . u· . . , . ·1 :.;::. :· .: .. ·1 . Ii . . / : .:- 'l ~., •x ·}E~~\-,;_~:~ J .- : . 
The sign is clearly posted at 'Don't worry about replacing the 
thuouth entrance of Finley Sta- goal post. Send me the bill and 
diwn. you'll have a check the same 
"Notice: No fans allowed on day,"' Eckstein said. 
the field after the game." Montana won •nd rant 
But Merrill Eckstein, preai• rushed the field, took dawn · a1 
dent of the Greater Chattanoop goal po9t and carried It all ovel· 
Sports and ~nts Committee, the field ~thout a lerious ind1, · 
doesn't really expect rans from ~ or ln1ury, ,' . .A._~ : . 
· Wettern Kentucky or McNeetit , . .. We do out ltelit to \ 
· State to obey the rule if their: ' tfte f'ana from them,ehts," , 
football team wins tonight'• -, ltein uld. "We'ft sreued thl' '· 
NCAA DIYision I-AA champl• • a,o.l poltl ner, yeli', But~-, , t Ra . run rougn a ' . ' '.' ,, ~.t ' i '•· ,: ' ' ' ~;;,',a:": -:~,l(y• /)(l}/t/f!J 
. , ~,,,. ., 1. -. ,. • .. ,• , , /~ ~ , •• , , , .. , ... w tr, . t .. . . ,. ~...!. .t '1, 1,, 
:~%<~\;~ ~~. rr-'. -=~::... crn::1: tunning onto the field after tM ~ther . ' _ · . · _" ;; ··~: ., 
· -'·:'11; ·• 
{ "!' 1 ' 
. ~ : 
pme, but we don't know what . . the 'COUl!la'y _llitler. 
ti.I lfflUP wlD dot l!cbtein laid. ! ..... O"-i,·\••uiaillu, celfbl'ltlo ' 
"In luhllation ram nee on fhf · turned~-- ml ~ -i-f 
fteld and celebrate, and tbfflf , Polloe 1..-d  ti • 
mayormaynotbe ap-oup thll. IUbdue ,Ohio _State_ fib• w•' 
11hlnt1 to take down the 1oal , rushed the O.ld afttt the Bu, 
posts. We will try to be non". ~ bat Mlchipl'l Oil ·Nov. 
c:onfrontadonaL• · ) "' AMiaml(Ohio).,.._.m 
. c~ pollct ..,.._..: wu ch~r1ed with .a mt1dt Jelfelarb bedoelb'tnpect'
1
; lbeanor battuy, ·•"eta - . 
many prob_leml. Should lD1 · bocked down • Minhtll ~ 
arlae, though. the police will be who ltormed the field aftet . 
teady to act, be uld. ·. ihall'1 lut-1econd '.tctory 
. "We haft enough ~ ei. · Huntlnp,n, W.VL ,, 1 ,: _ i • 
1-ldle Ill)' situation that c:oald , ,,· Ecbtein doml'ft$d'tlit 
come up, .. said Clam, who orp- · ht or chaoa. . ·. · · ,, 
nizel security for lup eftlltl . ... •t don't tldnk~'ri'tt iiw• 
in the city. NEftl')'thlng II tmm . As,anble situador,. • !cbt, 
care o( outside the stadlwn and lild. "We limply will ll(lt 
inside." . ' the ...... that ,OU .. 
Befoi'I the DM1ln-'t:.M 90,000...,.aeWlltt.,... 
chllllpioli~hlp pme last ,-at at Ohio Stltie._ There~ 
between Montana and Purman.., the munberl tot abtllutelp 
MontanaathletlcdiftctorWa,nt dltlaoblwni•;,, ... -, ' ,J'.b,'.'rL .' 
Hogan warned l!cbteln that , :,,, . ·. B•mdfl ~ .ti~ 
goal post would come dawnJ( ~ • 





Toppers one win awa3 
Western beats Georgia Southern to advance to.OA/~~hampions.hip gar 
By ROB HERBST 
The Daily News 
rberbst@bgdailynewa.«m1/783-3238 
- \vesferri notebook 
STATESBORO, Ga - Western Kentucky coach 
Jack Harbaugh put last weekend's quarterfinal victory 
over Western Illinois in his personal top 10 list of great 
games. 
Only a week later Harbaugh easily has another mem-
orable entry. 
Western Kentucky blew a 17-point, fourth-quarter 
lead, but put together a 76-yard, game-winning drive in 
the game's final minutes and pulled out a 31-28 win 
over Georgia Southern 
And in getting a pair of memorable victories, the 
Hilltoppers will now do something they've never done 
- play for a I-AA national championship. 
Had the victory over Georgia Southern been a regu-
lar-season game, it still would have gone down as tenif-
ic. Since the victory catapulted the Hilltoppers into ,the 
I-AA championship game, it'll be a focal part ofWKU's 
football history. 
"It hasn't sunk in yet," Harbaugh said. '1t may never 
sink in. It may sink in when I'm sitting around with my 
grandkids on a rocking chair telling them about 2002 
and how we shocked the world by being here. I can't tell 
you how excited I am." 
As improbable as the Hilltoppers' trip to the national 
game has been, considering they started the year at a 
mediocre 2-3 and looked nothing like a title contender, 
- Saturday's win over the Eagles was equally amazing. 
Western built a 24-7 lead through three quarters and 
looked like it would breeze to Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
the I-AA title game. Instead, Georgia Southern scored 
21 straight points and capped the comeback on Jermaine 
Austin 's 31-yard touchdown run with 4:26 left. 
But with all momentum completely on the side of 
Georgia Southern, the Hilltoppers put together what will 
now go down as 'Toe Drive" in WKU history. 
"We knew they had all the momentum and we had to 
get it back," WKU quarterback Jason Michael said. "J'o 
go down there and score like that is such a good feel-
Richard Burkhart/ AP 
Western Kentucky quarterback Jason Michael scores 
a touchdown in the third quarter against Georgia 
Southam ib Saturday during a NCAA Division 1-AA 
semifinal playoff game in Statesboro, Ga. 
ing." 
A pair of critical plays highlighted the 13-play, 76-
yard drive. Facing a fourth-and-four at the GSU 48, 
Michael scrambled and found wide-open fullback 
Jeremi Johnson in the center of the field for 15 yards. 
Two plays later, Michael lobbed a pass down the right 
sideline for wide receiver Casey Rooney, who leapt over 
a GSU defensive back for a 31-yard grab to put Western 
only two yards from the end zone. 
One play later, Michael scored the game-winner on a 
two-yard run with 46 seconds left. 
'That (pass) was one of those plays you do in your 
back yard when you're 16 years old," Harbaugh said. 
"Just throw it as high and as long as you can, watch out 
for the curb and there's a tree the ball could get caught 
up in." 
But like last week, Western had to survive one more 
See TOPPERS, 41 
Rooneymakt 
up for mista1 
By R.OB HERBST 
Tfie Daily News 
rberbst@bgdailynews.com/,S3-3238 
STATESBORO, Ga. - We: 
Kentucky wide receiver Casey Ro 
might have angered WKU coach 
Harbaugh in the Hilltoppers' 31-28 
over Georgia Southern, but he also r 
maybe the most critical play in the v 
ry. 
Rooney made a sprawling, 38-: 
over-the-shoulder catch early in the 
ond quarter, but pointed toward the 
zone with an emphatic first-down si 
immediately after making the catch. 
A pair of referees threw flags 
unsportsmanlike conduct, but the 
yard penalty wasn't the worst of ii 
Rooney. Harbaugh met Rooney a: 
went toward the sideline and the c, 
showed his displeasure. Film sho 
Rooney gave Harbaugh slight shove 
Rooney didn' t get on the field agai 
the first half 
"He expressed his disfavor with 
and I discussed it with him in the 
that I was going to make it very cleai 
weren' t going to tolerate those thin 
Harbaugh said. '1 think he played wi 
renewed competition. Casey is a , 
competitive guy, as .I am, and someti 
those situations arise." 
See IIOTEBOOK, 
Greenwood loses heartbreaker to Devils 
0 b layup to seal the 65-64 win. good things are going to happen to evolve," Embry said. "We've just Wens OrO SWeepS "We won the basketball game. I us ,al.ong the way," Embry said. got to get a good taste of it and see 
through BG schools really feel like we won the basket- With the win, the Owensboro what it feels like." 
ball game, but a human mistake out ·schools pulled off a clean sweep in Hanlon led Greenwood with 17 
By OJ STAPLETON there cost us," Embry said. 'Toe the annual event. Earlier in the day, points. Sowders and Phillip 
Tfie Daily News referee blew the whistle - be blew Owensboro Catholic beat Warren Walden each added 12. 
ojstapleton@bgdailynews.com/,S3-3239 the whistle, and kids naturally stop East 58-43 and Apollo beat Bryant McGuire scored 20 
Blane Embry might have started when the whistle blows. Now he Bowling Green 67-51. Warren points to lead Owensboro and 
his bead coaching stint at mentioned that he inadvertently Central and Daviess County elect- Hinton chipped in with 15. 
Greenwood with four straight loss- blew the whistle, but be still blew ed not to play because they face Greenwood returns to action 
es, but don't tell him that the whistle. each other in the Louisville . Tuesday at home against Warren 
Embry said he felt like his team 'Toe play should been stopped Invitational Tournament later this East in a District 14 matchup. Both 
was robbed of a victory over and two or three more seconds season. teams enter the contest with 04 
Owensboro in the BB&T Bowling should have been put on the clock. The Owensboro schools won the records. 
Green-Owensboro Challenge on We were ahead by one point and previous two events as well. "That's a very big game, 
Saturday night at Greenwood. the official blew the whistle and we Greenwood (04) was the only because somebody has to win that 
After trailing for most of the sec- stopped and they continued to play Bowling Green area school to actu- game," Embry said. 
ond half, the Gators took a one- and they got the layup and that's ally lead at halftime. The Gators "Warren East is going to come in 
point lead on a 3-pointer by Bryan the bottom line." led the Red Devils 24-23 at the with the same attitude that we' re 
Hanlon with just three seconds left The Owensboro players quickly break, but Owensboro took control going to come in with. We' re both 
in the game. That's when the crazi. left the court and headed to their of the game in the third, outscoring going to be looking for our first 
ness began. locker room after the horn sounded Greenwood 28-17. win, but somebody is going to get 
One of the referees apparently and the Gators were left to deal Hanlon and Ben Sowders each it." 
hlew hi~ whi~tl,-:_. ___;h: •:.:,•t_ t:.;:h::"_:::"'::·L:_:·::_L,:_- .:.L.:.:-:.:-:.;-::,:-·.:.:- ·..;,·,;.;-•:.,_·_,:_ __ _;,_;_ __ . ~...;,:__· __ ._ ._.;,- _ · ______________ _ 
, 
_PA_G_E_4_B _-s_u_ND_AY_, _DE_CE_M_BE_R_15..;.,, 200_2 _________________ Sports ___________ .-..-l 
TOPPERS, from lB----------------------
challenge. Last weekend's game 
ended with a missed 61-yard field 
goal and this time Georgia 
Southern 's Scott Shelton barely 
missed a 56-yard kick that would 
have sent the game into overtime. 
'1 wish it wouldn't have come 
down to that," Georgia Southern 
coach Mike Sewak said. "I think 
there's a bunch of plays that 
might not have made this as close 
as it was." 
For about 2-1/2 quarters 
Western (11-3) played near-bril-
liant football against a Georgia 
Southern (11-3) team that was 29-
1 in postseason games at Paulson 
Stadium. Western led 17-7 at half-
time as it took advantage of two 
GSU fumbles. 
"I hope you never give insurance a second thought." 
Peacr of mind. lnat's what your pcnonal insurancr policy should givt you. 
And it's my responsibility to provide you with that senst of security. 
I would liu to hdp you find the right policies to 61 your sp<cific home or 
auto needs. 111 think about your insurancr, so you don't havt to. Call me. 
• t,-:::.:ce. 
Center of Insurance _,........,_,_ 
1750 Scottsville Road, Suite 3 
Bowling Gr-n, KY 42104 
(270) 781-6200 
The Company of C.hoice 
Austin fumbled on the E.!.g}es' 
second offensive play of the game 
and WKU linebacker Karr 
Maslowski recovered the loose 
ball at the GSU 4 to set up Jon 
Frazier's 1-yard nm. Frazier fin-
ished with 103 yards on 28 car-
ries. 
A Chaz Williams fumble even-
tually led to Peter Martinez's 49-
yard field-goal just before the half 
expired and Western padded the 
lead in the third quarter on 
Michael's 1-yard nm with 5:58 
left in the game. 
lbcn the Hilltoppers' offense 
suddenly stopped moving. 
WKU went without a first 
down on its next five possessions 
and moved the ball a grand total 
of five yards. That allowed GSU 
to stay alive as it scored three 
times under an eight-minute span. 
"I kind of felt like I was on my 
heels," Maslowski said. "We dug 
in but we didn't need to finish it. 
My hat is off to our offense 
because that's the biggest team 
victory there." 
All season long WKU players 
wore T-shirts with the word 
"Finish" - because it wanted to be 
the club that ended games with 
dominance. 
After Georgia Southern took its 
first lead of the day, it seemed 
those shirts would need to add an 
"ED," as in "Finished." 
Apparently counting out the 
Hilltoppers was premature. 
Earlier this year Harbaugh pre-
dicted McNeese State would be in 
the championship game after the 
Cowboys beat up WKU 38-13 
this year. But the WKU coach 
would not make any such bold 
WKU 31 
Ga. Southern 28 
w. Kentucky 7 10 7 7 - )1 
~~ 7 0 0 21 -• 
WKU--f'razier 1 run (Martinez kid<) . 7:58. 
GSU-C . WIiiiams 10 run (Shelloo klCi<) . 
4:56. 
lleconclO..... 
WKU--f'razier 2 run (Mamne.z kid<) . 9 :04 
Wl<l>--f'G Martinez 49, :29. 
Thlnl Quer1lt, 
Wl<U-Michael 1 run (Martinez kic:11) . 6:52. 
Fou,tt,Qua,w 
GSU-Wlllden 47 pus fTom C WIiiiama 
(Shelton kid<). 12:08. 
GSU-A. w-. 20 pus fTom C. waams 
(Shellon kid<). 5:43. 
GSU-Austin 31 run (Shelton kid<) . 4:26. 
WKU--Michael 2 run (Martinez /'d<). :~ . 
"-6,573. 
WKU GSU 
Fnt downs 17 19 
Ruohes-yards 80-203 43-226 
Passing 149 1110 
~Att·lnt 1f>.9-0 11-9-0 
Retum Yards 38 51 
Punts-Avg 7.37 4_.3 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-2 
Penalties-Yards 4-49 1-5 
Tome of Possession 38:32 21 :28 
..DIVIDIJAL STATlSTICS 
RUSHING-Westem Kenluci<y. Frazier 28-
103, Michael 17•38. Johnson 9-24 . Hayes 1· 
16, Rooney 1-13. Bradley 4-9. Georgia 
Southern, Austin 18-128, Walden 6-37 , Myers 
2·32, C. W~liams 15-16, Davio 2-13. 
PASSING-Weslem Kentuciey. Micl>NI 9-15-
0-149. Geor1lia Soulhem, C.Woliams 9-1~ 
160. 
RECEIVING-Weslem Kentucky. Rooney 3-
110, Hayes 3-25, Frazier 2-19, Johnson 1-15. 
Geo<gia Soulhem, K.eamey 7-93. Walden I• 
47, A.Woliams 1•20. 
predictions about his team after 
their sluggish stan to the season. 
Now only one game stands in 
the way of the Hill toppers' 
national championship and how 
ironic it's McNeese State against 
WKU on Friday in Chattanooga 
(5:30 p.m.). 
"We've been knocking on the 
door the last couple of years," 
Michael said. "It just feels really 
good to now be able to make the 
trip. There's something special 
about this team that you can't 
really explain." 
NOTEBOOK, from lB-------
But Rooney's redemption 
came in the fourth quarter. With 
the Hilltoppers down 28-24 in the 
game's final minutes, Rooney 
hauled in a 31-yard pass along the 
right sideline to set up WKU's 
game-winning touchdown. He 
finished with three catches for 90 
yards. 
"He showed his athleticism," 
said WKU quarterback Jason 
Michael. "He made a beck of a 
catch there." 
Almost • lliDtopper 
Georgia Southern quarterback 
Cbaz Williams was nearly a 
Hilltopper instead of an Eagle. 
Williams was recruited heavily by 
WKU and Harbaugh admitted '1 
thought we bad him." 
Instead Williams decided to 
attend Georgia Southern. 
Although Western coveted 
Williams, the Hilltoppers knew 
bow to control him. 
Fntering Samrday's semifinal, 
Williams bad rushed for 100 
yards in the last 10 games. But 
that streak ended as Williams was 
hPltl tn nnlv 16 vard.<; on 15 car-
the Hilltoppers with his ann. He 
was 9-of-18 for 160yards and two 
touchdowns. His passing numbers 
came because the Eagles were 
down by as many as 17 in the sec-
ond half. The most attempts 
Williams had before Saturday was 
10. 
Harshest attic 
Sewak was especially hard on 
his own coaching Saturday. 
'1 don't think I was a very good 
coach out there today," Scwalc 
said "If we would have gotten to 
(the national championship), then 
I would have thought I was a good 
coach." . 
Of possible question was a 
wonderful scoring chance for the 
Eagles that resulted in nothing. 
With Georgia Southern down 
24-7 late in the third quarter, the 
Eagles bad a first-and-goal at the 
WKU 2. After getting within 
inches on second down, GSU 
tried a quarterback keeper behind 
the left tackle instead of going for 
a simple quarterback sneak. 
Taking the long road to the end 
WDC backfired as Williams lost 
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".t_, . .I. . aql e ,Bayes tied it \ in • ·.u:'yan/ riiiiiiiii-=====_;_(!,___;:...., 
rt touchdown reception · m,m · 
aiid tbeze was a onto the field. · -Michael with 1-4:03 left in the 
WKU 31 
WIU 28 
8'1) and then a The liedgehammer is a sym- game. Tben WKU 10ok its sec-
~). bol Che Hilltoppers' defense ond lad of the pme wbco -1:r,- ..,• ., ., ,., - ., 
started fly- mes; u in "put the hammer -~ and Birts teamed up. ..._. au.. • '14 T wr - • 
Jason 
's just a 
like that. 
AW that it 






tuite a bit of 
y;:nn through 
cally nm into 
l9erson said. 1._ You don't 
down." Patterson thought the agam - but this time in positive ~ ~,,., ~ lllckl, 14:20 
alMft WKlJ fashion. _0..- ldck), 10:25 PMS 11am Mid-. 
~~mer was more than a •Coaaes blindsided 'IIMI ucbd :.;.=- 1 ,,., tLa'III" ldckl. 00:.cs 
WTl..t..- tba MidJoatoforocafumble -i.! ...1. · WIU~~~IVl{lollrli.ilddt),4:04 
•~ t sledgehammer · · • WD1CD ,_.;-~ u ..., ~ ldckl. CI0'.47 
IOIDCWhae other tban OD the ~ picked up and ran 48 yards WKU- Hayes 44 .... tnlm ..... . 
field," Patterson said. '7hat in~ ~~vm with 7:11 left ~~~~ -r (lo1lllrlR 
lbouldn't even be oo the bench. The l.ealhemecb_ ....._...._. .a.... WII..I---Oavldlon, ~ 
It
's ·ust askin fi ~~ WKu-FG ..,.,_ ,,.,25 00: ldckl, 5:22 
J g or trouble. I fumble wu inst.cad an incom- A-NA ' . 
know it's part of their deal, but plete pass as Michna raised his WKU _, 
that sledgehammer went on the m:ms in disbelief, but the result ~ e1~ ~~ 
field after the game. And I have was still a WKU touchdown and ~4-0 ~~ 
reason to believe the sledgeham- 28-21 lcad. AluTI Yants 193 110 
too
mer ... g~ IOll1C use after the game, ""That's the whole Raiders- ~ 'c: !r Tom Brady call," Michna said. ., ~ . = ~
Harbaugh a-•" -.:•'- pwnpcd it and tried .to - iDtO. -~•TATllncs 6'_.. 'WUll body e- ...,..,.,,,_..., Kanlucky, Fraz19r 80-128 
Patterson. . my and neve'l' got it in t..d.t  ;M3w , ,.,_. 12-11, er.t.v w· 
'""-- 1~-1.-.a.,_• good ~ •-,- . . ----~14-D a,ay1' 
.a.uc; hammer thing is some- IIIIJ.IA, WR~ s a cbancc that .• · Olalbd 1-11. v.11n 1-2. ~ ,.,· 
thing we've used as a motiva- ball could have been called =~~ Mlal..i • 1~ 
tional thing and I think he's inccmplete."" · ,~~...._f,......,..7. 
right," Harbaugh said. "It should . Michna 11;1'1 Reggie Ony -=-~°f,42, ~~-•,.:-_:; 
be put aw , • • ·teamed up agam to even lhe 01lffV" 1-1a, V1111r1 1-1 • .._, 1-2_--, ..,., U11a1 
Jilt ....... wi·th ay, we re gomg to once aosain On a oL!-1 _o_;--10 .__:-:----:----------..J 
- address that and take care of that -c-- uw~ • • ,~chammcr next week." Michna and Gray cmoerted oo a bcJd six 1almS 10 1-0 points or 
7~yard pm that allowed Weoddl uode'l'. The Hilltoppen ate ·up 
• ·the other 
au go around 
, ~ should 
l 
ror Illistakes 
Davis_ to tie the game on a 1-yard almost five minutes of clock and 
nm widl 5:22 left in lhe game. msbcd 10 times oo the final drive 
So often the Hilltoppcrs' «>setup Martinez' 25-yaid field 
defense wins games u 1bey'vc goal. .. . 
. ~ '•. . 
Who needs Modison Square Gardens 
when you can sec it all at .. . 
: ' · · "Cauh aft the pmes this season OR our ' 
·. ;JilG . 1V's,, shoot some pool or: llllt hq out. 
Pizz3 $7 SO Special • . 
Happy Hour 
·· ... ---.. - ... - .. ---.... ~ ... ---.-... ---.. - ... ---.. -.-----... -.-... ---... - ... - ... ---... ---... - .. -----i 
Jimmy Diemer·s Supermarket Ei Self Storage 
Complete Supermen kc! - Best Meats & Produce in Tov;n 











By ELIZABETH A. 
The Auocialed Press 
KNOXVILLE. Ten 
nessee still didn't give 
Derrick Tmsley caL 
es from Casey Clause, 
3 Southeastern Confe1 
Saturday to finish the 
The Wildcats (7-5. 
games to Tennessee, i, 
loss after the Vols ha, 
deficit 
With a more balanc, 
league-best 35 points 
returner Derek Aboe, 
have a good chance to 
the Vols weren't about 
Joe 1me1/ o,,;ly ,_ ing to a 21-0 lead al h. 
Weetem KentuckY'• Jon Frazier diYN 10 the one-yard lne Saturday against Munay State at LT. Smith Stadium in the first round al the Division I-AA playoffs. "I'm tickled to de:J 
Western mangles Murray ~~ 
-. - -'t' ~, ........ ..,,. .,,.. .,.. ,..,, . .,.,,JT~ receiver Kel 
Toppers travel to Western . wtcU football noteboOk fortbuea500witb ac Vols have failed IO f 
~~!s~nd round Gateway wins ~,:: 
~\:;;:.,......__,,.,.,... big in playoffs ,~-~~-: 
All Western Kenwcky coach Jack Har· 9.Y ROB HERBST the end rone in the fir 
baugb did was look outside Saturday morning Tlie Daily"'-' again on a 35-yard pa., 
to know what the key would be in bis Hilltop- ,-4,at~7113-3,a39 ter when he caught tJ 
pen bearing rival MWTIIY Stare in the tint· Not only was WCSlffll Kentucky a big stopped himself from 
round of the I-AA playoffs. winner Salllrday, but !O was the Gale· and up(Ocd 10 yards ii 
"We looked out the window this morning way Conference. Jabari Davis jumpe<: 
and the treeS to our house were bent over and Combine the Hilltoppen · 59-20 win touehdown in the fint 
it was obvious diere was a real wind." Har· aver Mum1y Stale and a 48-9 victory by were penalized four Iii 
baugb said. '1t was a big, big factor and Weslffll lllinois over Eastern Illinois. Alex Walls added a 
whomever got that wiDd was al a big, big and the Gateway out5Corcd the Ohio third quarter after mis, advantage." Valley Conference, WKU's former Cl.iusen. playing oo 
Not only did the wiDd blow out the Racers. home, by a whopping 107-29 margin. ankle and foot. compl 
but so did the Hilltoppen-WKU took advan- Not only did the Galeway Conference 175 yards and no inten 
tage of a furious 25 mph wiDd in Murray• s adva:x:e two teamS iolo next week's caaches for 72 yards. a 
face to score 24 tint~ points en route to quaiterfinals. but it's one of only two Tennessee finished 
a crushing 59-20 victory in frool of just 3,300 confcrcncc with multiple rq:lresalUlives su-aight wins since los 
at LT. Smith Stadium. remammg. and in spite of havini 
The Hilltoppers (9-3) are only in their sec· Ml guess the Gateway is a little beaa" Cbuseo - miss games 
ood year as members of the Gateway Coofcr• (than the OVC) right rx,w," said MWtlly The Vols have nev, 
cnce. but WKU DOW owns spots in the Gale- Stale coach Joe Pannunzio. games in cadl of the I 
way playoff record book. WKU's S9 poiDIII The Gateway Confereoce is also Tennew:e. how~cr. is 
were the most scored by a Gateway playoff guaranteed a team in the I-AA scmifi· eighth suaight bowl or 
team - the Hilltoppers' 350 rushing yards oals, as the Hilltoppers will oow face "We have nothing It 
were also a conference playoff record. Western Illinois. While calling the two might happen as far a 
Now the No. I 5 Hill toppers face anotbcr rivals is a stretch. the Lealhemecks have this group definite I y ~ 
team that represeotcci the ~y Confer· been a oemesis for WKU during the last to go some place and 1 
cnce well Saturday. Westffll IUiDois walloped two years. wibelievably its ninth 
rival Eastern IUiDois 48-9 to ,et up III all- WIU bas bealeD the Hilltoppm in been a tough sea50l1." 
Galeway quanerfinal in Macomb, Dl. · The both of their meetings while WKU bas Kentucky. which ca. 
Lealhc:mecks are the only Gateway club ID been in the Gateway Conference. The of NCAA sanctions. b< 
beat the Hilltoppers in both d WKU's tint Lealhc:mecks are the only team to make as four starten were 
two Gateway sea,om. that claim. quarter for unspecifi< 
Mlt's great to put up a huge offmsM per· Tbinking WKU would get another Tailback Art05C Pinner 
formance like we did going io1o the sccood shot at Western Illinois seemed like a er, joined tight end < 
round," said WKU quarterback Jason stretch back in mid-September. W1U Leonard BWTCSS and o 
Michael Mil's another playoff game and a shut out the Hilltoppelli 14-0 and WKU Robertson on the \1del 
chance to play in the sccood round. but we looked DO(hing like a playoff team But .. I was nervous Tow 
also get a cbanCe to prove ounelves." a six-game winning streak to end the problems. I thought w, 
Momentum is Oil Westan•s side as WKU Joe .-;o,,;i,, ,._, regular season. plus Saturday's win, bas 72 hOU!li," Kentucky , 
bas DOW woo seven suaigbt games after beat· westem's Jermone Reaves catcheS a touchdoWO pus Sat· suddenly put WKU in prime position. "We were flaL We ma,. 
ing Murray Stare (7-5). Also Oil Wes1m1 's side urday over Murray State's Mandrell McGregor)' 1n their Oivi- ''This is juS
t 
tremendous," WKU made all year. We wer 
S. WES1BII, • s1on l·AA first round playoff game at L.T. Smith Stadium. SN Ml I EIGGI, • game of the year." 
• 
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Saturday was the weather. 
First-quarter wind made mov-
ing the football nearly impossible 
for Murray State. The Racers 
failed to convert a first-down on 
five possessions and moved a 
grand total of -8 yards in the first 
quarter. MSU quarterback 
Stewart Childress also threw a 
wind-hindered interception to 
Carl Birts. 
The Racers didn' t have much 
more luck punting. Three of 
Murray State's four first-quarter 
punts by Brian Bivens didn't sail 
more 25 yards. 
"It was very frustrating," 
Bivens said. "No matter how hard 
you kick it or how much tech-
nique you try to use, the wind 
takes over and controls the ball." 
Because of Murray State's 
inability to move the football in 
the first quarter, Westem's first 
five drives all began inside the 
Murray 45-yard line. 
It resulted in a pair of Maurice 
Bradley I-yard touchdown runs, a 
14-yard scoring rumble from 
Jeremi Johnson and a 44-yard 
field goal by Peter Martinez. The 
senior placekicker also bounced a 
54-yard field goal off the upright, 
but WKU still held a command-
ing 24-0 lead. 
"It seemed like whatever they 
wanted to do, they could do," said 
Murray State coach Joe 
Pannunzio. "We had hoped we' d 
get off to a little bit faster start 
than we did, but we didn' t They 
got us by the throat and didn't let 
us breath." 
By the first quarter, WKU's 
offense had scored enough points 
to seal the win. But Westem's 
defense still stifled the Racers. 
NOTEBOOK, from 1B 
coach Jack Harbaugh said. "I 
look back at the third game of 
the season and our backs were to 
the wall after that game. But we 
stuck together and continued to 
fight." 
Wmdfactor 
Just how much was a 25 mph 
wind a factor in making decisions 
Saturday? Harbaugh did some-
thing he had never done before 
because of the weather. 
With the wind at Western's 
back and WKU holding a third-
down possession oo the MUlrlly 
State 17-yardline with only two 
NCODds remaining, Harbaugh 
Wllllled ~ ~ advlnta,e of the 
'- rcmammg Ml00lllla of wind at 
. . .. ~ - .... . ~ -· 
-·-... ~-------- .  - . - :. . - -·:. . -
- - -_ •.. - -·-✓~--- : i: -- - .. ---~- ·- ~ . -.-
Joe Imel/ Doily /\wws 
Western Kentucky quarterback Jason Michael scrambles downfield 
at L.T.Smith Stadium on Saturday in the Toppers 59-20 win over 
Murray State in the first round of the Division I-AA playoffs. 
WKU held an opponent to fewer 
than 300 yards for the seventh 
straight game and Murray State's 
252 yards were the second fewest 
it's racked up this year. 
Yet almost as if Murray Staie 
was waiting for the wind to be at 
its back to be productive, the 
Racers suddenly became profi-
his back. 
Instead of running a normal 
offensive play on third down and 
then changing directions at the 
end of the quarter, Harbaugh 
kicked an unheard of third-down 
field goal at the end of the first 
quarter. 
'1 knew if we didn't make it, 
the clock is going to run out and 
now we're going to be forced to 
kick into the wind," Harbaugh 
said "Why doo't we just kick it 
oow? No team that I've been 
associated with in 14 yw-s, with 
maybe at the end of the game, has 
kicked a field goal on third 
down." 
The decision paid off as 
Maniuez nailed a 44-yard field 
cient once the teams switched 
sides in the second quarter. 
With the wind at its back, 
Murray cut the WKU lead to 24-7 
as Childress hit Deandre Green 
with an 18-yard touchdown pass. 
But unlike Murray State, which 
couldn't move the football a yard 
against the adverse wind, the 
goal and put the Hilltoppers up 
24--0 to start the second quarter. 
But it still took some Hilltoppers 
to comprehend the move. 
"At first I turned around, 
looked at the scoreboard · and 
thought 's1Uely I didn't miss a 
down,' " said WKU quarterback 
Jason Michael. ''But I realized 
and understood the move after-
ward. (Harbaugh) had been 
preaching how important the 
wind would be." 
WKU's passing game also had 
a challenge because of Saturday's 
wind But it didn't stop Michael 
from connecting with wide 
receiver Jerome Reaves on a 
beautiful 44-yard bomb to set up a 
Maurice Bradley first-quarter 
w. _ __._ n1· · • -~TD~ ,.~-·- ---- - -
Hilltoppers found unique way 
stay ahead of the Racers. 
A booming punt by Bivens 
up WKU punt returner Anto,Qi·-~1 
Veals. After making a spectac 
spin move at midfield to av,m·.-.... 
one defender, Veals darted to , 
end zone on an 86-yard -~...-
return to put WKU up 31-7 miu 
way through the second q1run,tl'4ii.....,~ 
It was the longest punt return 11 
Gateway playoff history. .,,.111'1'11;;.,, 
"It was huge," Veals said " 
helped our momentum. I've """..,,.:.,-
doing that spin move since I w....,,_ ,._._ 
little. My dad helped me work 
it and it's just come natural Y. __ _.. 
me." 
WKU added one more score · 
the final minute. Seemingly COil 
tent to run out the first-half clnilllll~.., 
with a 31-14 lead, Johnso, 
changed that with a 58-yard ---~ 
inside the Murray IO-yard line. 
Senior running back Jon F·-.,;·;a....,-, 
finished the drive on a 3-Y-..t.-• 
scoring run with two seconds I 
in the half. 
Frazier finished the game wi 
77 yards on 17 carries. Micllill~-rw: 
added 84 rushing yards and i . 
passing yards, but Johnson stq•~ -..-
the show for a Western offens... 
that recorded 429 total yards. ..-..~•-
Along with his 58-yard run, tlit: 
275-pound Johnson also had a~--.,,,, 
yard run and finished with a 
c~r-best 160 yards on only 1~·--""" 
carnes. 
"He's been a tremendous assi 
to our program," Harbaugh sai.,.._,.., 
"We' re just scratching the surfad 
on what this kid can do. He ~llilllllll!l"II!~~ 
block, he can catch the ball out oi 
the backfield and you're findinf 
out he can run with the football.' 
( .... """"' 
, abrton Lewu/Doi/y News 
Western K8ntuctcy quarterback Jason Michael tests concrete in front~ _E.A. Diddle Arena on ~.riday ~-Michael, an engineering 
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Southwest Missouri State at Hampton, 12:30 
Kmmclty State at Western Kailucky, 5:30 p., 
McNeese State at Youngstewu State, 6 p.m. 
.Nortbern (c,wa at Oklahoma State, 6:05 p.m. 
· ~ <Tenn.) University at Indiana St. 
Qalacy •"'·- - . S 30 ·------~~ late, 6: p.m. 
5-a Soudamalllilloia. 
Western lllDoia ia idle 
• Final SIIDdiDp ftr 2081 
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Michael Looks To Lead Western In Final Year On Hill 
"In my I ◄ years at Western Kentucky, he is one of the outstanding leaders we have had here," Topper head 
coach Jack Harbaugh says. "Last season he was voted captain eYen though he was the third quarterback - I 
think that speaks volumes." 
"His leadership abilities are very important because his teammates listen when he speaks," adds WiHie Taggart, 
WKU's co-offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach. "You need that mentality at quarterback as a coach 
on the field, and the team needs to hear from another player because sometimes what coaches say become 
routine. 
"It's something we haven't had recently." 
If these sound like endorsements for admission into the United States Military Academy, well, they could be. 
Because that's where Jason Michael was before coming to the Hill in the spring semester of I 999. But a love of 
football pulled the Louisa, Ky., native back to the Bluegrass State in an effort to follow his dream of playing 
quarterback on the collegiate level. 
Even Michael acknowledges the importance of his leadership qualities as he enters his senior season as 
Western 's starting signal caller. "Being the quarterback is not just being the leader of the offense, but it is an 
extra coach on the field for any team," he says. "I lead by example, which is how I have always done it. I've tried 
to eam respect by being here and on time every day, by trying to do the right thing academically, socially and in 
any activities I take part in." 
Michael was named the Hilltoppers' starter entering spring practice and hasn't relinquished the position since. 
It is not unfamiliar territory for the S-foot-10, 200-pounder, who appeared in all 11 games in '9'1 with seven starts 
due to Donte Pimpleton's injury problems. But. despite throwing for S6S yards and running for another 38◄ -
accounting for nine touchdowns in the process - when pressed into duty, the Hilltopper coaching staff re-
cruited junior-college transfer Jason Johnson to run the show the last two years. 
That left Michael participating on special teams units during that time, where he recorded 11 tackles while 
also recovering a fumbled punt in a win at Tennessee State in October 2000. It also left him with a desire to win 
back the job before his career came to a close. 
"I knew my time would come, that I would have a year to step in," he says. "Once last season was over it was 
my tum, and I was going to do whatever I needed to keep the job. 
"It's odd to have a two-year gap between starting. but lots of 
guys have little or no experience when they finally get a chance 
to start. You never forget the experience you gained in game 
situations." 
According to Harbaugh and Taggart, Michael's task this year 
isn't a difficult one. "Jason just needs to keep things in the scope 
of our new offense and what he is capable of doing," says 
Harbaugh. "I think he's comfortable with that, which will allow 
his supporting cast to play to their level. We're looking for a 
team effort in which he is an integral part." 
"He's not going to do some of the things that Jason Qohnson), 
Donte or myself were able to do - he simply has a different 
style of play," Taggart adds. "We expect to take advantage of 
Jason's arm in throwing more often, and we think he's a smart 
player who can get the offense in situations where we can suc-
ceed." 
It was Michael's love of the sport that eventually led him to his 
current position, though he thought he could balance football 
with academics when first choosing to attend Army in 19'18. 
Michael - who carries a 3.82 grade-point average in the class-
room (in civil engineering technology, no less) - was the vale-
dictorian at Lawrence County High School as well as its starting 
quarterback. After a career in which he was named all-area three 
times and was twice selected the team's Most Valuable Player, he 
chose to concentrate on academics when selecting a school. 
"I cared about football, but education was first on my list at 
the time," he says. "The academics at the academies are as good 
as any school in the country, including anywhere in the Ivy league. 
There wasn't really a military background in my family, but not 
many people get a chance to go. Once I was there, though, I 
realized I went for the wrong reasons." 
Senior QB Jason Mkhoel wl/1 loolc to lead 
WKU football to on unprecedented third 
strolpt pos-tseoson oppeoronce this year. 
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That left Michael searching for a new school, and he didn't look far from home. Despite the fact that both his 
parents attended Eastem K.enwcky, he remembered that Harbaugh and his staff had recruited him to play quarter-
back out of high school. "I had limited myself in recruiting the first time because I said if I got into one of the 
academies I would go there," he recalls. 
Michael's love of football , which led him to Westem, can be tnced long before attending Lawrence County 
High. Prior to his high-school career, Michael's father served as coach of the Bulldogs, with Jason roaming the 
sidelines from the time he could walk. Though he played both baseball and football growing up, Michael fell for 
football in part because of Louisa's love affair for the sport. 
"In Lawrence County, football is everything," he says. "Someone could have robbed the toWn blind on Friday 
night because everyone was at the game. Growing up in that atmosphere, seeing the love of the game and the 
interest from the community, I think it had a lot do with the decision to concentnte on football." 
With graduation coming up at the end of the academic ,.ar, Michael already has engineering experience 
working both for one of his professors the last couple of summers as ""811 as assisting the Alliance Corporation as 
they worked on renovating EA Diddle Arena and laying the new Astroplay surface at LT. Smith Stadium this 
offseason. But that love of football keeps tugging at him, as he may stay involved with the sport while attending 
graduate school next fall . 
"I have an opportunity to work as a graduate assistant coach;' says Michael. "It would help pay for school and 
also let me hang on for a few more years." 
Adds Harbaugh, "I would support Jason in anything he chooses to do. But I have such a love for this game and 
this profession - we need all the Jason Michaels - can get to support it. I'm all for him joining the ranks, and 
would certainty be very proud if he at least chose to give it a look." 
But that's down the road for Michael and the Hilltoppers, who have IO games left this season - beginning with 
today's 5:30 p.m. (CDT) kickoff against Kentucky State - in an effort to eam Westem's third consecutive postseason 
appearance, a feat never before achieved in school history. He'll look to build on a perfonnance at Kansas State 
in last week's season opener in which he posted career highs with seven completions and I I pass attempts. 
"If you took a poll in the locker room, you would find that Jason is one of the more popular players," Harbaugh 
says. "You can count on him in any phase of a relationship. Sometimes a good athlete can be hard to be around 
because he will carry himself with an air of arrogance, but Jason happens to be a good swdent who is a good 
football player who is a good friend. 
"You can't have a better combination than that." 
The United State Military Academy may not have been the right fit, but the WKU football team will sure be 
happy to follow Michael's lead this fall. 
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Today's Featured Player 
FLASHY PLAY FROM BLUE-COLLAR REYNOLDS FINALLY RECOGNIZED 
There's a lot of flash and style on the Western Kentucky University defensive unit, a group that has finished 
among the national leaders in numerous categories over the last couple of years. Players have earned all-
conference and All-America status while two departed Hilltoppers have even gone on to the National Football 
League this season. 
But groups that perform that well under the spotlight also need a foundation for their success, some sub-
stance. That's where senior defensive lineman Patrick Reynolds comes in. 
A local resident who enrolled at Western in the fall of 1998, he has emerged as one of the top players at his 
position in the Gateway Football Conference - as evidenced by his first-team all-league selection last year and 
making the preseason all-conference squad this summer - and a candidate for national honors, though one 
might have to look hard to find him on Saturday. 
''I'm not the type of person who gets excited," said Reynolds. "I'm always ready to go back and make the next 
play. My coaches and teammates would like to see more excitement out of me, but I'd rather conserve energy 
and get back to business." 
"Patrick doesn't talk a lot, he's a quiet and reserved guy;· head coach Jack Harbaugh stated. "But he is very 
productive on the field , and we appreciate that. The greatest quality in a player is to know what level he will 
perform at each week - with Patrick, we are aware that we will get a consistent, high-level effort." 
Hilltopper assistant Mike Fanoga, Reynolds' position coach, adds. "He's a silent leader, but I know as a group 
the defensive line looks to him. When Patrick speaks, everyone in the locker room listens. 
"Patrick is a great kid and he's real coachable. He understands the game and what he needs to do to get 
ready." 
Reynolds showed up on the Hill not sure of what position he would eventually play, having spent time as a 
linebacker and strong safety at Bowling Green High School. He earned all-state and all-district honors after 
leading the Purples in tackles his final year, but was not sure what to expect upon arriving for fall camp prior to 
the '98 season. "I never had anyone who was older than me try and help out in that type of situation," he said. 
"The main thing I knew was that I had a couple of years to make progress in the weight room. I was always one 
of the strangest players in high school and wanted to fall into that category here too." 
Reynolds bulked up as a redshirt his first year -the first time he had participated in practices without the 
ability to enter a contest - then lost a season when he hurt his ankle in 1999 before the season even began. 
"It was frustrating to go through that experience, especially because I was a local guy," he recalled. "So many 
DL Pcrtrlck Reynolds eomed first-team all-Gateway Con-
~nce honon for the first time lost -n ofter record-
inf 51 toddes, lncludln1 four socb. 
. »-
people in the community would approach me 
and ask, 'Why aren't you playing!' All I could 
tell them was to look for me next year. 
"Then, the injury was the first that had ever 
kept me from playing or practicing. All I could 
do was take advantage of the time to get in the 
weight room and prepare for the next spring." 
When Reynolds finally hit the field in 2000, 
he posted 53 tackles, 11 stops behind the line 
of scrimmage and four sacks. But, his efforts 
were not recognized by the seven other coaches 
in the Ohio Valley Conference even though 
Western finished undefeated in league play and 
reached the quarterfinals of the NCAA I-AA 
playoffs. 
The 6-foot-3, 250-pound senior followed up 
that year with 58 tackles, I I tackles for loss 
and four sacks to be named first-team all-Gate-
way Football Conference.joining fourWestem 
teammates on the squad. "The honors are 
meaningful because they let you know that your 
hard work is paying off," he commented. "But I 
would rather have a winning season with no 
recognition than a losing year and a bunch of 
awards." 
2002 Hllltopper Kickoff 9 
• •• • • • 
Today's Featured Player 
Rec~gnition can be hard to come by even at home for Reynolds, whose younger brother Robert is a sopho-
more linebacker at Ohio State. Though he claims the two are competitive, the relationship is more about 
support than a statistical battle. Instead of trying to outshine Robert. the elder Reynolds attempted to help his 
transition to the college game. 
"Everything I knew I passed on to Robert." said Reynolds. "We've always been competitive but we also both 
want to play at the highest level we can. When we talk before or after games, we never c~mpare numbers 
because we know how things are going on the field." 
_ Harbaugh figured that Reynolds' having to sit OUt while Robert was being recruited could have made things 
difficult at th~ time, b~.~t Patrick used _it as a springboard to his own success. "A great thing in life is to watch 
people grow, he said. I "'. not sure Patrick was comfortable with himself when he got here, and it hasn't been 
an ea_sy process. He wasn t able to compete early on while his brother was being recruited by virtually every 
D1v1s1on 1-A school in the country, but he worked through it. 
. "Patrick is one of the brightest students and most competitive players out there, so I'm glad he was recog-
nized by the league, because his teammates and coaches already saw that 
"He should take great satisfaction in the way he put things together at Western to tum his college experi-
ence into a tremendous positive." 
Though Fa~oga would like to see Reynolds advance to the professional level - "He ranks up there with the 
best players I ve coached, and he has the ability and work ethic to have a chance," he says _ Reynolds is happy 
to look at a future in the family_ business, which involves working on highways throughout the state. One might 
find that appropriate for the H1lltopper defender who takes pride in his blue-collar dedication to work on the 
field. , 
Reynolds' success on the Hill is something that no one associated with the football program could have 
foreseen al~.ost five years ago;, "When you recruit a youngster, envisioning someone as a star player hasn't been 
tr~~ for me, Harbaugh said. We look for kids who can come in and compete academically and athletically. 
W~o would ha~e guessed Patrick would be a 250-pound defensive lineman? I'm not sure how many people 
would ve said _this 1s how _the scenario was going to play out four or five years ago. I thought it was going to be 
possible for him to play linebacker or tight end. 
"lf.rou think a kid can be a positive contributor to the program, you let that take care of itself when he gets 
here. 
Reynolds' contributions to Western football have not gone unnoticed by those in the program, though his 
efforts on the field may have been overshadowed by more excitable teammates. 
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Western Placekicker Defies Perceptions 
The perception is that they lead a lonely life. They don't go through regular drills in practice and spend most 
of their time during games pacing the sideline largely ignored - particularly as a tight game winds down and the 
team's fate may rest on his foot. 
But in the case of Western Kentucky University's Peter Martinez, perception is not necessarily reality. 
For starters, he has been voted team captain (twice. no less) . Throw in the fact that he has risen from 
obscurity when fir~t arriving on campus into one of the Hilltoppers' most prolific kickers. and it 's easy to see 
how he could win over his teammates. 
"The easiest way to Stay in the group is to be successful,'' he says. "It's hard not to like a guy that produces." 
And Martinez has produced since first setting foot on the field as a sophomore 1n the 2000 season. In his 
collegiate debut. the 6-foot-2, I BO-pound native of Nashville.Tenn., set a school game record with 15 poinu by 
kicking in a 71-0 victory over Tennessee-Martin. He went on to add to his record-breaking performance with 
17 field goals and ◄9 extra poinu to become the first kicker in school history to score I 00 poinu in a season 
- Martinez was selected first-team all-Ohio Valley Conference and second-team All-America for his efforu. 
He followed up that remarkable year with I ◄ field goals and 76 poinu in 200 I, earning second-team all-
Gateway Football Conference honors, and has hit all three of his field-goal attempu this season. 
For all those accomplishmenu Martinez is a consummate team player, even if it doesn't appear that way when 
he's off by himself during the contest. "The honors don't mean much if we're not winning games," he commenu . 
"If we don 't score, if the offense doesn't get down the field, I can't do anything. And if the defense doesn't hold 
and get us good field position, that keeps me out of the picture too." 
Entering today's 5:30 p.m. (CDT) kickoff against 11th-ranked Youngstown State, Martinez ranks second all-
time with 3◄ field goals, and is third with 87 extra poinu and 189 poinu by kicking - with I I more poinu this 
season he will become' just the sixth player, and third kicker, to score 200 poinu in a career. To what does he 
attribute his success at Western? 
"You can't get real involved in the emotional aspect of the game," says Martinez. "It's all about your mindset. 
staying focused. I try to my calm before going out there , but sometimes it can be hard depending on the impact 
that kick makes on the game." 
"There are so many emotional ups and downs during a game that you have to my away from that to a certain 
extent." he says. "When you look at a game, we only get 
three to five chances to contribute - you have to make the 
most of every opportunity." 
Martinez has handled the pressures of the job, even though 
he admiu that he was extremely nervous prior to the start 
of the UT Martin contest. "I can remember before the first 
kickoff I could barely set the ball on the tee because my hands 
were shaking so bad,'' he recalls . 
In the eyes ofWestem head coach Jack Harbaugh, the pres-
sure that is placed on kickers is unfair. 
"Where I've evolved in my philosophy is even if it's a game-
winning kick, a key punt or crucial long snap, it is just one play 
in a three-hour game," he says. "Lou of plays put a team in 
that position near the end of the game, one shouldn't look at 
it any differently. 
"When they make it. kickers get way too much credit. and 
when they miss they get way too much blame - I guess 
that 's just the way it works." 
Success was not something Hilltopper fans or Harbaugh 
knew they could expect from Martinez. He arrived on the 
Hill an unrecruited player out of Hillwood High School, sat 
out as a redshirt in 1998 and did not see time as a freshman 
in '99. He sat behind former All-America Jeff Poisel, who 
ended his four-year career in 1999 with 265 poinu, the most 
ever by a Western kicker. 
"Their situations were completely different." Harbaugh 
recalls. "We recruited Jeff to come in and kick as a freshman. 
Peter showed up out of Nashville, and I'm not sure if anyone 
knew who he was. But we ~ he had potential, and he has 
worked his way to a partial and then full scholarship." 
PK Peter Mortinez hos klc'-1 34 field 100/1 
- the lost two-plus Nfte>ns, the second-
hlfhen total In school history. 
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Martinez admits that he wasn't ready to kick at the collegiate level when he fim enrolled in school, and took 
advantage of playing behind Poisel in '99 to "get the gist of how everything runs and what was expected of me." 
For years prior to his success with the Top~rs. this was a scenario that Martinez didn't see either. "Soccer 
was always my favorite sport," he says. "The only reason that I came out to play football was because my best 
friend dragged me out my sophomore year. I guess the rest is history." 
Not only was Martinez an all-metro and all-region kicker at HHS, but he also played wide receiver and free 
safety. And, he was a three-time all-district selection on the soccer field, where he once scored two goals to 
lead Hillwood to its first-ever victory over Montgomery Bell Academy. 
According to Harbaugh, the role of the kicker has changed over the years in football . "Back in the old days, 
kickers were players too," he says. "You had guys like Lou Groza, who played on the offensive line, because the 
substitution rules were not as liberal as they are now. When they started bringing in specialists there was a 
mindset that kickers weren't football players, but that they were soccer players. Some even had trouble speak-
ing English' 
"But now, kickers have become an integral part of college and pro teams, and their teammates realize that 
they are a valuable asset to the club." 
And thus Martinez finds himself in a leadership role as his Western career comes to a close. How does he 
fulfill that role when he isn't on the field for every snap? 
"I try to do the right thing on and off the field," Martinez comments. "Lots of times, it comes off the field -
when I see someone who needs help and guidance, I try to help steer them in the right direction. Even if it's 
about class or a social situation, we need to keep everyone on the same page." 
Martinez hopes that there may be an opportunity to kick professionally after graduating in May, and it's one 
that may arise in listening to Harbaugh. "Peter is every bit as good and competitive a kicker as we've had at 
Western," he says. "When John (Harbaugh, the Philadelphia Eagles' special teams coach) came in last spring to 
watch practice, he felt Peter has enough of a leg to compete for a position in the NFL." 
Which would be all that Martinez could ask for. "I don't know if I can play after graduation, but I sure would 
like to give it a shot. You can't beat getting paid to play football as a job." 
Whether he is working in the professional football ranks or in golf - Martinez is an agriculture major who 
has worked for a course in the summer - one thing he sees in his future is a return to another interest of his, 
fishing. An activity that he participated in when younger, Martinez claims,''! can't wait to get a job and have some 
money so that I can go out, buy a boat and get out on the water." 
When one looks down from the stands this afternoon and sees Martinez wandering on his own, remember 
that it's not as bad as it appears to be for him at that moment. 
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Today's Featured Player 
THE PLAYMAKER 
Playmaker. 
In my time as a writer on the Hill, I've lost count of how many times someone has used that tem1 in reference 
to Jon Drummond. What exactly does it mean,~! 
"There are different kinds of players, each with a different talent level," says Western Kentucky head coach Jack 
Harbaugh. "In my experience over the years there have been certain individuals - and only a handful of those -
that I have had the opportunity to coach, that in the process of games find the wherewithal to make plays. 
"You have guys who are good in practice, great athletes who can handle dummies and drills, then disappear in 
games. Jon is not one of those . When the game starts, you assume - even count on - the fact that he will make 
a play that will give your team a chance to win." 
"It's a guy who, no matter what the situation in a game, performs at the same level all the time," adds assistant 
coach Bryan Cross. "Jon has had a knack for making big plays over his career, like a couple of weeks ago at 
McNeese State where he forced that fumble deep in their territory." 
The play Cross refers to was a 17-yard sack, Drummond's fifth in as many games at that point of the season. 
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Drummond's take on the subject: "It means that I make 
things happen, do things that are noticeable on the field . I 
thrive on making things happen out of the ordinary, like a big 
sack or a big fumble . Big plays are my calling." 
Fans have only half a season left to watch for Drummond's 
next feat on the field . After fighting for a scholarship offer out 
of Miami Beach Senior High School in 1998, the S-foot-1 I, 230-
pound outside linebacker is wrapping up a standout career on 
the Hill. He earned his first career start in the next-to-last 
game of 1999 at Indiana State as a redshirt freshman and has 
been a mainstay in the Hilltoppers' 3--4 defensive alignment 
ever since. 
Entering today's contest with Florida International, he has 
recorded 213 career tackles. Looking for big plays among those! 
Try 32 st0ps behind the line of scrimmage, including 20 sacks. 
Need further evidence! Ask Murray State University. In his 
freshman season, Drummond intercepted a pass - the only 
one of his career to date - and added a pair of tackles as the 
Hilltoppers defeated their instate rival, 21-1 S. A year later, he 
picked up a fumble on the sideline and returned it 68 yards for 
a touchdown while everyone else on the field stOpped playing 
as Western held off the Racers, 48-38. He finished that contest 
with five tackles. 
Oddly enough for a playmaker, his feats on the field have 
Senior Jon Drummond has developed Into gone largely without recognition in the NCAA I-AA commu-
one of the Hllttoppers' blr,est playma/cers, nity. Drummond recorded a career-high 86 tackles with six 
~ordini 20 soc/cs In /tis career: sacks to help Western finish 11-2 en route to the quarterfinals 
· of the 2000 playoffs, but he wasn't even an all-conference se-
lection. wt year, after collecting 71 tackles, including I ◄ for loss, and a career-best seven sacks, he was selected 
honorable mention all-Gateway Football Conference. 
"Jon is unsung, but only because there is only so much acclaim that can be spread around," Cross says. "Last year 
Kyle Moffatt had that kind of season in the secondary, and now that the linebackers are the focus of the defense 
and how we approach things, he's playing Kyle's role. 
"Jon's a quiet playmaker - only to the public, but not to us." 
Conventional wisdom says that a big-play guy should be at a 1-A school. And it almost happened, until Maryland 
and Missouri backed off after telling Drummond that they couldn't take a chance on a player his size. Enter former 
Hilltopper assiscant Tom Sims, who got in on the recruiting scene late. 
"Tom had a friend at the high school who called him because he wanted us to take a look at Jon," Harbaugh 
recalls. "Size wise, you can't project that he could have become the outstanding football player that he is. But from 
lhe beginning, you could see a special quality that gave him a chance. 
"It's amazing how many of our players have the same st0ry." 
2002 Hllltopper Kickoff - 9 
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That still didn't ensure Drummond's arrival on the Hill. "I knew I had the grades and was cleared by the 
NCAA, so I was looking for a scholarship to play," he says. "I aaually wrned down Western at first, but coach 
Sims showed coach Harbaugh my tape and they called back saying that they would take a chance. 
"People didn't even know who I was when I first arrived. But I thank them for the opportunity now." 
Drummond's role in the program has grown over four-plus years, though he would argue the coaching staff's 
assessment that he is one of the leaders on defense. 
"I didn't know the impact I would have as a senior," he says. "I take it seriously, but I try to stay laid back and 
be an example to people watching what I do. 
"I didn't want to be in that position, but coach Harbaugh asked me to fill it." 
"I don't agree with Jon, I think he has always been a leader," Harbaugh says. "Sometimes it is misunderstood 
what it means to be a leader, but he has demonstrated the qualities you look for in a winner - he practices 
hard, he plays hard and he's successful academically. Jon has never, ever done anything to discredit his family, the 
university or the program. 
"The fact that he constantly is looking for ways to improve demonstrates that he is one of our finest leaders ." 
Not only has Drummond excelled on the field, but he has performed in the classroom as well. His proudest 
moment is making the Dean 's List. "It's the most amazing thing I've done so far. It was determination from 
within - no one told me to do it, I just set and accomplished a goal . I had never done that before. 
" I know my family is proud, especially with juggling football and other campus activities." 
Next up for Drummond is graduation, and he hopes to stay involved with football on the coaching level. A 
publ ic health education major, he wants to teach and work with kids following this year. Which would seem 
appropriate for someone who has a cumulative grade-point average over 3.0 and has received "rave reviews" 
from professors, according to Harbaugh. 
"There are a lot of possibilities, but I would like to be a graduate assistant coach while working on my 
master's degree ," Drummond says. "If I don't go down that route, I'll try to go into teaching right away. My main 
goal is to work with kids." 
No one could be happier with Drummond's plans than Harbaugh. ''I'm proud that Jon wants to be a teacher 
because I think we need people in the profession with his qualities. He is a tremendous role model for 
youngsters, someone who has proved all the nay-sayers wrong. When he deals with kids, no matter what level, 
he is a living, breath ing example of someone who has achieved not just in football but as a person. 
"Whatever Jon chooses to do he will be successful in ." 
Just know that, like a playmaker, Drummond will get the job done in the end. 
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Small Chandler makes big 
plays 






happened to him. 
Both of 
Chandler's 
brothers are more 
than six feet tall. 
Even Chandler's 
sister, Kita, is 
5-11. 
But when Jeremy 
Chandler returns 
to his native 
Indianapolis for a 
family visit, the 
junior, listed at 
5-9 in the WKU 




see my brothers, 
they don't believe 
we're related," 
Chandler said. 
"The height just 
cut off with me. 
My brothers had a 
late growth spurt, 
but I've gained 
nothing." 
::western Kentucky 
,comerback Jeremy Chandler 
,jgets his hands on a pass 
during a game earlier this 
;:SeaSOn. Chandler already has 
four interceptions midway 
through the schedule. Photo 
t>yJoelmel 
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Being diminutive might seem like a huge disability on 
the football field, but the Hilltoppers haven't been on 
the short end of the stick with Chandler. He's one 
reason why the 4-3 Hilltoppers are in contention for 
the Gateway Conference title as they head to 
Southwest Missouri State on Saturday (I :30 p.m.) 
Many people pointed to Western Kentucky's revamped 
secondary as the critical unit that would determine the 
Hilltoppers' success this year. 
The Hilltoppers lost two NFL draft picks - highly 
talented cornerback Bobby Sippio and underrated 
safety Kyle Moffatt. 
But consider this - Chandler already has more 
interceptions this year (four) than all but one of last 
year's secondary members. 
"It's really funny how turnovers work," said WKU 
coach Jack Harbaugh. "They really come in spurts. 
You go two or three games and you just don't get 
them. The'n all of a sudden, they're there. We've really 
gotten some the last few weeks and you just hope to 
keep it going." 
For Chandler, playing behind Western's ultra-talented 
secondary as a sophomore last year was beneficial to 
his first year as a full-time starter. 
As he stood on the sidelines last year, he learned 
lessons from all four oflast year's members. 
"I use those guys as a reference. It was educational for 
me," Chandler said. "You can always look at the things 
they did and try to emulate it." 
According to Chandler, former Hilltopper and current 
NFLer Joseph Jefferson taught him to go after 
interceptions instead of simply breaking up passes. 
Chandler learned fellow NFLer Mel Mitchell's work 
ethic. Sippio told him to make plays and Moffatt's 
physical play and intelligence grew on Chandler. 
The one thing Western's departed secondary couldn't 
teach him was how to play with a height disadvantage. 
Only four players are shorter than Chandler, according 
to the WKU media guide, and Chandler found out his 
lack of size was a deterrent to some. 
Chandler obviously had talent, evident by winning a 
Mr. Football for defensive backs award in the state of 
Indiana - the highest honor for any prep athlete. But 
when I-A schools found out about his size, "they 
strayed away in a hurry." 
It didn't scare current WKU defensive coordinator 
10/17/02 9:37 AM 
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It didn't scare current WKU defensive coordinator 
David Elson. Chandler said once Elson saw him a 
camp at Miami (Ohio) University, a recruiting battle 
between the Hilltoppers and Southern Illinois ensued. 
"I didn't let (my size) bother me at all," Chandler said. 
"I never let it bother me now. The other day I told 
myself what I lack in size, I make up in heart and 
effort." 
His size hasn't prevented Chandler from having a 
presence with the Hilltoppers, either. Because the 
WKU secondary was entirely new this year, somebody 
had to assume a leadership role. 
Enter Chandler, who had only four starts before this 
season. 
"I make sure we stay intact. If it's Just telling a guy to 
make sure he's hustling, call it being a leader or 
whatever you want to call it," Chandler said. "It's just 
my personality. It's not like I'm going out of my way 
to do it either." 
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PA nENCE PAYS OFF FoR FRAZIER 
Thousand-yard rusher Rod Smart had to do it. So did De Wayne Gallishaw, a two-time all-conference per-
former. 
For three years senior Jon Frazier has filled multiple roles for the Western Kentucky University football team. 
from wide receiver to wing back. Only now has the Central City, Kr-resident showcased the abilities that made 
him the state's leading rusher with 204.3 yards per game as a Muhlenberg North High senior in 1998. 
Frazier has emerged as WKU's leading rusher this fall , collecting 673 yards to rank fifth in the Gateway 
Football Conference despite not earning the Starting role in the backfield until the end of fall practice. Even 
then, the 5-foot-9, I BO-pound back watched as sophomore Maurice Bradley Started the Kentucky State contest 
and earned the majority of carries the following week against Western Illinois. 
What are the factors that have led to Frazier's success in his final year on the Hill? Most would say his 
patience and his work ethic. 
"Jon did not have a good spring - I went into those practices thinking he would be our number one, but he 
came out at number three," says head coach Jack Harbaugh. "To his credit, he wasn't deterred. He worked hard 
this summer, came in asking for nothing and then won the job. 
"Jon 's doing things now better than he ever has. He's running with authority while also making people miss . 
Each and every ball game he is doing something that he didn 't do the week before, which makes him unique as 
well as marketable down the road ." 
Assistant coach T.J. Weist, in his first year at Western, adds, "The biggest reason Jon is where he's at this year 
is that he's been our most consistent worker in the backfield. He works hard every day and always comes in 
with a great attitude. The thing that has given Jon a chance is that he came into camp in good shape after the 
work he did this summer, taken on the load at times and handled it." 
''I've needed a lot of patience, because I found at times that I was getting frustrated and it was affecting my 
level of play," Frazier says. "But, I took what was given to me, because I just wanted to play - if I had to sit out 
and wait, I would have done that understanding it's a part of our system. 
"I came into my last year looking forward to playing the position I used to in high school. In the spring, I didn't 
think anyone stepped up to where coach Harbaugh could say he had his starting tailback. So this summer. I 
watched a lot of film, worked on protecting the ball and worked 
out. I needed to step up in the fall because I knew it was my 
last year and didn't want to sit out my final season." 
Frazier has had four l00-yard games this fall , including a 
I 12-yard effort in a win over then-No. I I Youngstown State 
as well as a career-best 172 yards in the Hilltoppers ' most 
recent victory, a 31-7 decision at Southwest Missouri State. 
Last year. Frazier carried the ball only 3 I times for 19 I 
yards and a score - also catching three passes - after tak-
ing over for at wingback Brock Baker, who suffered a season-
ending injury in preseason camp. He had 13 receptions for 
308 yards, and an average of 23.7 yards per catch, as a sopho-
more after making a move to wide receiver. And in his first 
year on the Hill, 1999, Frazier posted 89 yards on 18 attempts. 
In fact, he started in his collegiate debut at Tennessee-Martin 
due to injuries in the backfield. 
"Jon ·s made a valuable contribution all four years," Harbaugh 
says. "He's been instrumental on special teams since he's been 
on the Hill , done good things as a receiver and contributed in 
other phases. Last year, what he did when he stepped in for 
Brock. was a truly amazing job when you consider the size 
factor. His efforts have been more evident this year because 
it's a more high-profile opportunity." 
What has helped Frazier in the transition to featured back 
is not just his hard work. but how hard he runs. 
"The thing that separates Jon from other backs is how hard 
he runs:· says Weist. "The first thing you notice with Jon is 
how fast he is, but he had one of the biggest hits of the year 
when he ran over a Kentucky State defensive back. 
"A back his size has no business doing that." 
Jon Frazier eamed the rtartlnf to//boclc job 
in preseason practice and hos ,one on to rush 
for 673 yards this year, his final one on the 
HIii. 
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Not only has Frazier impressed with his hard-running ability, but with his durability He admits th • 
question mark entering the season d tha h. . has · at rt was a 
rkJ d 
• an t is size given coaches a chance to doubt that he could handle the 
wo oa . 
. But a heavy workload was not a problem for Frazier at MNHS, where he estimated he carried the ball 
30 
~mes al~ej His greatest challenge was in making the adjustment to the competition at the collegiate leve'7:~nce 
e cou no onger run around players, and the schemes on both offense and def •' 
"M d . ense were more complicated 
.1er::o':::Son;.~d:~~n me in high school, but here we have a lot of weapons like Jason (Michael), Maurice an~ 
. Frazier opted to attend Western because he found he liked the coaching Staff thought the progra th 
nseandrtwas • fa fro h . · mwason e 
. .n t too r m ome - friends and family could get to watch him play as he began his coll iate 
cai:;er, It didn t hurt that one of the assistants on his high school coaching Staff sent a tape to H rb gh eg 
When you look back on it, the tho lay a au · 
both d th re are se p ers that step up and make a contribution to the program that 
you an ey hope they make ," says Harbaugh. "Jon is from a very supportive family th like to h · 
car and watch him play - and is also blessed with athletic ability He always sets . -:-- ey op m a 
reaches those. he retargets to challenge himself. · reahsoc goals, and when he 
"When each player comes in you never know how it will tum out, but I'm very pleased that someone from 
Muhlenberg County could step up and make a contribution to the progra " 
Now that he's won the job, the only thing left for Frazier - and the .H:l~oppers _ is to chas th G 
Conference crown "We want to tak th e e ateway 
d h th · e e same approach as last year, except finish the job this time " he says "We 
nee to ave e confidence the swagger like we had · · ' · 
It looks like it 's been coming. back lately." . m previous years going into each game the rest of the way. 
" "Going into this final stretch to win the conference championship.Jon has developed into a leader," Weist. 
The team _ is looking to him, at his work ethic and leadership on the field, as they look forward to theS:t three 
weeks leading to a conference championship. It's a position that has developed because of his role on the fi Id d 
he has handled 1t well. e ,an 
lik:y:i~ :~•::: a better person than Jon _because he's always upbeat - it 's as simple as that," he continues. "He's 
t d thys represents the umversrty well. He's overcome both academic and social difficulties but he has 
oun success at hasn't changed him and never will. ' 
"I respect Jon. and a lot of other people respect him, because he is humble and he works hard." 
As Jon Frazier wraps up his career on the Hill, he continues to show good things can come to those who wait. 
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Today's Featured Player 
Life is all about experiences. 
And Western Kentucky UnNersity defensi¥e lineman Arthur Wilson has had plenty of those in his 23 years. 
Like graduating from Winton Woods High School in Cincinnati, Ohio, and then enrolling in Forl< Union Military 
Academy in rural Virginia. And then moving on one year later to spend &,,e years on the Hill. 
Wilson, along with 17 fellow seniors, will be playing in his final regular-season game at LT. Smith Stadium/Jimmy 
Feix field this afternoon when Western plays host to Illinois State in a key Gate\Na)' Football Conference match-up. 
After that. the 6-foot. 295-pounder will have plenty of opportunities to choose from, as he's already had a pair 
of jobs offered to him. But first. the business at hand for Wilson and the 21st-ranked Hilltoppers. 
The chase for the Gate'INa)' title. 
"I want to win it all," says Wilson. 'We didn't finish last year, and that stuck with e-,eryone as we went through 
winter and summer conditioning, and spring drills. 
"Maybe if we beat Northern Iowa last year we would have had a home game instead of going to Furman. Being 
able to get a conference championship this year could catapult us into the national picture." 
Wilson has Started all eight games he has appeared in this season - he missed the Florida International contest 
after injuring his ankle the previous week in WKU's 31-12 victory at Northern Iowa - to help play a part in the 
success of the Hilltopper defense. His efforts have contributed to a unit that leads the Gateway in all four major 
statistical categories (rushing, passing, total and scoring), with Western ranking in the top IS in the nation in the 
latter two. 
In faet. Wilson has been contributing since he hit the field in 1999, Starting 36 of the +4 games he has appeared 
in during his career. He enters today's contest with 123 tackles, including 13 behind the line of scrimmage, and 8 
1/2 sacks. 
"Arthur is an outstanding team player who focuses on the game instead of obsessing with personal Statistics," 
Hilltopper head coach Jack Harbaugh says. "He is tremendous in the locker room, where he does a great job of 
making the younger guys aware of what's expected of them and what they need to do to take over a leadership 
role when the current group of seniors 
moves on." 
· Team leaden "When I came into the program, I knew 
it was important to be where I was sup-
posed to be and do what was needed to be 
done," says Wilson. ''I've always done that. 
working just as hard whether it's in practice 
or in the classroom." 
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Uf ARotITECTS 
But it was a challenge for Wilson to even 
find his way into the lineup. He sat out the 
1998 season after failing to qualify academi-
cally out of Winton Woods. Not for a lack 
of trying, though. After the NCAA instituted 
a sliding scale for high school athletes to 
meet eligibility requirements in the middle 
of his career, he fell IO points short of the 
required SAT score on three consecutive 
attempts. 
Which led to one year at Forl< Union. 
Wilson was prepared to enroll in junior Arthur Wilson is one of I I Westem Kentucky sen/ors ploylni 
college out in California, but changed his /n their final rep/or-season pme at LT. Smith Stadium this 
mind when a couple of his WWHS coaches aftemoon. 
were able to help him enroll in the military 
academy. 
"I was dropped off in the summer right into three-a-day practices," he recalls. 
"The experience blew my mind, but it was what I needed. We were held accountable for military drills just as 
we were football drills, athletics wasn't an excuse to miss the other activities. They had been using that system for 
200 years, they weren't about to change it for us. 
"We were taught discipline and time management. When I armed at Western, I was already prepared for the 
move having experienced homesickness the previous year." 
After that year, though, Wilson almost never found his wq to the Hill. He was set to attend the UnNersity of 
Houston, but the assistant coach who recruited him left the school, so when WKU came calling in May, Wilson 
accepted. 
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Today's Featured Player 
Even while he was working on getting eligible, the group of Hilltoppers he was sining out with that season 
were discussing the possibilities of how good Western could be and their goal of winning a championship. 
Which they accomplished with an undefeated record to claim the 2000 Ohio Valley Conference title, helping 
lead WKU to an I 1-2 finish and the quarterfinals of the NCAA I-AA playoffs -Wilson cites this as his most 
memorable accomplishment at WKU. 
But through all the wins and successes on the field - Western has gone 3 1-1 ◄ ( 68. 9 percent) since the 
beginning of the 1999 season - he never lost sight of a more important goal. Wilson graduated with a degree 
in marketing in the spring. 
"I always knew I could play football ," he says. "But my main goal was to graduate, and to do it in four years 
made it better." 
"I'm very proud that Arthur got his marketing degree in four years. I think it speaks volumes about the 
commitment he made as a student-athlete," says Harbaugh. 
Following this season, if Wilson's communications skills don't land him a chance to try out on the profes-
sional level , they should go on and serve him well in the business world. Which may wait while he continues to 
pursue his master's degree, as he has already been taking postgraduate classes this semester. 
"I'll go home, work out and give the professional level one shot." he says. "I don't want to feel like I missed 
an opportunity, but I also don 't want to keep going into camp every year. I know that if I get a chance I can make 
it. 
"Marketing is such a broad field, it really lets you interact more with people. You can use your imagination 
more. there's a chance to free-lance a bit more than other areas." 
Adds Harbaugh,"Arthur is so outgoing. he has a great personality. He 's never been a stranger in here .and he 
can sit down with anyone and have a discussion at any level. 
"Arthur has a warm, pleasant disposition that will serve him well in life's later work." 
But that future will have to be put on hold temporarily. First there's the issue of Gateway games against 
Illinois State and Southern Illinois. Will Wilson feel any different when he straps on the pads one last time at 
Smith Stadium? 
"I guess I might, because it might be my last game here and that's special," he comments. "There will be a lot 
of family and friends here. I think it will kick in close to game time. Two years ago this day seemed so far away." 
And will the emotions show today? "I don 't know, I might cry," he says. 
Life is about experiences, and Wilson says he wouldn't trade the Western experience for the world. 
"I tell everyone that you have to go away to experience college. A lot of people get caught up in the same 
crowd at home. but you have to leave to experience different things. I learn more every day just by getting up 
and going to class ." 
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By Mark Mathis 
Messenger-Inquirer 
Jon Frazier was the last Western Kentucky University football player to leave 
Jimmy Feix Field two weeks ago, after the Hilltoppers had beaten Illinois 
State in a 9-0 bare-knuckle football game. 
He was surrounded by family and friends; he had been in about 100 pictures 
with other players, fans and families. 
Frazier had a busted lip from the afternoon's activities, but he smiled all the 
way through. 
"It got a little rough," Frazier said. "You could tell a lot was on the line for 
both teams." 
A former star in football and basketball at Muhlenberg North High School, 
Frazier was obviously savoring his senior day at Smith Stadium. 
Why shouldn't he? 
Frazier had carried the ball 30 times for 119 yards against Illinois State. It 
was the third time in Western's last four games that he had topped 100 yards, 
and he came within a single yard of four straight 100-yard games. He's hit at 
least 100 yards five times this season. 
.~ He had also carried the ball 30 or more times twice in that four-game stretch. 
As an I I-game starter last year, Frazier touched the ball just 34 times the 
entire season. 
"There was a question in the beginning of the season about my_ durability," 
Frazier said. "I think I've stepped up throughout the season, being durable 
enough to carry the ball 20-30 times a game." 
Now Frazier had played in every game his sophomore and junior years, 
starthlg 11 times last year at wing back. 
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But WKU coach Jack Harbaugh thought Frazier and the team might be better 
served with the former North Star at tailback. · 
"We had the same feeling," Frazier said. "We both knew giving me the ball 
would help the team." 
But, two games into this football season, Frazier wasn't looking like he would 
make much more of an impact than he had in his previous three. 
And Harbaugh didn't hold out much hope that a position change would do 
Frazier a lot of good. 
"Corning out of spring practice, he was third. We were disappointed in him," 
Harbaugh said. "Through camp and into the season, even after the first or 
second ballgame, he wasn't doing much." 
Frazier's breakout game was against No. 11 Youngstown State, when he had 
112 yards on 18 carries in a 13-7 Western win. Frazier had 80 yards and a 
touchdown on 22 carries in a crucial 31-12 win at then-No. 6 Northern Iowa. 
"He really started to take control of the position," Harbaugh said. "It was a 
process for all of us. He's never really been a tailback. We didn't know what 
we were looking for until he had a chance. He demonstrated he could endure. 
He could play into the second half." 
Frazier has definitely played into the second half of this football season. 
He has helped Western (6-3, 5-1 Gateway Conference) push to No. 15 in The 
Sports Network Division I-AA poll with a big road trip Saturday at Southern 
Illinois. A Western win will give it a share of the conference championship 
and a chance to get into the 16-team NCAA Division I-AA playoffs. 
Frazier is gunning for a rushing milestone he never thought he had a chance 
at a year ago, or even back in August. 
He needs I 09 yards against SIU to become the seventh Western player in 
school history to rush for 1,000 yards in a season. Frazier is fifth in the 
Gateway at 89 yards a game. 
Frazier, who also returns kickoffs, is fourth in the league in all-purpose 
yardage (116.6 per game). 
"He doesn't take a real hit. He can move, or shift his body," Harbaugh said. 
"Every day he comes out, gives you a steady performance, does what he has 
to do, and now it's starting to come to him." 
Frazier certainly had the pedigree for such numbers. He was the state's 
leading rusher with 204 yards a game for North in 1998. Frazier was also one 
of the best basketball players in the Third Region, known as a lock-down 
defender. 
Through it all, Frazier used his multitude of talent to further the team, not so 
much himself. 
lfhe had been up for individual gain, Frazier would have left Western a long 
time ago. 
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